« What’s the difference between Great Britain and the
United Kingdom?

* How do the Netherlands keep getting bigger?

» Why do Third World countries no longer exist?

» Who owns the world’s oceans?

There are two kinds of people: those who can fold
the map and those who can’t. Until now, no book could
satisfy the need for current information demanded by
both groups.

The Handy Geography Answer Book covers all the
trivia—Ilongest, tallest, deepest, hottest—and also
explores the influence of geography on language,
religion, and architecture; and how migration, pop-
ulation, and locations of countries and cities have

been affected by terrain.
1999, 462 pages, $19.95

What’s green, has six legs, flies at night, and
wears its bones on the outside? It might sound
like an alien, but it’s actually a member of the most
successful animal group on Earth—an insect. We swat
them. We spray them. And sometimes, we eat them.
Insects touch our lives far more often than we like to
admit. For those times when curiosity or frustration
drives you to learn more about the strange and won-
derful world of insects, there is The Handy Bug Answer Book.
Here you'll find answers to nearly a thousand frequently
asked questions about insects and their kin, including:

* Can woolybears be used to predict the weather?

* What is the world’s population of insects and how much do

they weigh?

* Why are dead insects almost always found on their backs?
1998, 308 pages, $19.95
« Do mobile homes attract twisters?
* What is space junk?
« [s there weather on other planets?

Funnel clouds, flash floods, and St. EImo’s Fire
are made simple in The Handy Weather Answer Book. It’s easy to
understand hurricanes, tornadoes, and the wind-chill factor,
as well as weather-related phenomena such as El Nifio, and
the greenhouse effect and Aurora Borealis. Vivid photo-
graphs, lively lists, and simple tables help make Handy
Weather as entertaining as it is informative.

1997, 397 pages, $16.95

» Who was the first African American in space?
* What is a reflection nebula?
« What has Sojourner found on Mars?

What do Sir Isaac Newton, Albert Einstein, and a
typical kindergartner have in common?
Aside from playing with their food and having
bad hair, they demonstrate a unique ability to ask
deceptively simple questions:

* Why do objects fall?

* Why do monkeys have tails?

* What is the lowest possible temperature?

Until now, the problem with understanding
physics has always been in the answers. Fortunately,
you don’t need to be a genius (or a parent) to gain
a fundamental understanding of physics, thanks to
The Handy Physics Answer Book.

Here you’ll find more than 800 deceptively sim-
ple questions and answers. Gravity ... magnetism.. .

matter . .. light ... it's a piece of cosmic cake with The T D)
Handy Physics Answer Book. WT::”'; does each day I:fok 42 YEW'&I :
1999, 415 pages, $19.95 landy Space Answer Book answers 1,200 pro

ing questions like these. It tackles hundreds of tech-
nical concepts, from black holes to red giants, and
explains them simply. You'll discover what a cosmic
string is, how scientists trap plasma, and
how astronomers at the Very Large
Array study extraterrestrial radio signals.
1998, 576 pages, $17. 95
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