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JOHN WILEY AND SONS, 1997, 202 PAGES, 5” X 8 '/+”, PAPERBACK, $14.95

How much are character, intelligence, and lifestyle a result of
genes? In this compelling book, award-winning journalist Lawrence
Wright reveals how twins are helping to unravel
these and other mysteries of human identity.

Recent studies of twins have shaken the field
of psychology to its foundation.
Because identical twins separated
at birth share all the same genes,
they offer a unique opportunity
to test theories about the roles
played by nature and nur-
ture in shaping who we are.

With its genesis in the
" author’s acclaimed NEw
ORKER magazine arti-
- cle, Twins directly chal-
any long-held beliefs. For instance, a
serles of groundbreaking studies of twins
has shown that genes play a much stronger
role in shaping identity than was previously thought. Today,
scientists can actually

inherited tendencies. Even political orientation and religious
commitment, it turns out, are largely governed by our genes.

Twins is filled with astounding stories of iden-
tical twins who have lived entirely separate lives
but who have an incredible amount in com-
mon, including their hob-
bies; mannerisms; taste in
music, food, and clothes;
experiences in marriage
and divorce; careers;
and sexuality.

Perhaps even more sur-
prising is the discov-
ery that family life has

startlingly little
effect on the type

of person one becomes. e honge
factors that have the greatest |mpact
on shaping our lives are not the way our
parents raise us or the kind of family in which we grow up,
but our experiences

estimate what propor- | SBooksNOW The Virtual Bookstore 348 East 6400 South, Suite 220, Salt Lake City, UT 84107 outside the family.
tion of intelligence, |please send me copy(ies) of Twins. | include a check payable to Books Now for —from John
personality, and behav- |$14.95 plus $4.95 postage and handling for the first book (total $19.90). Add $2.50 for Wiley
ior is determined by |Ppostage and handling for each additional book. and Sons
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