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Letters

A matter of degrees

The article “The sun also writhes” (SN:
3/27/99, p. 200) says that I believe data col-
lected from an erupting solar plasma ejected
into space have shown that prominences
within it remain at their typical tempera-
tures. To the contrary, | believe the data
show that prominence material typically
gets ionized to coronal temperatures as it
passes out through the corona into the solar
wind, although exceptional cases to the con-

trary occasionally occur.
Jack Gosling
Los Alamos, NM.

Milkweed forever!

In “Good and bad news for migrating mon-
archs” (SN: 1/2/99, p. 5), Orley Taylor sug-
gests that the survival of monarch butterflies
is under imminent threat because their pri-
mary food, milkweed, may soon be “wiped
out” due to herbicideresistant, bioengi-
neered crops. Please!

Milkweed has already been largely “wiped
out” on cropland, yet it is a prolific and
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resilient plant. I, too, share your concern for
conservation of our nation’s biodiversity,
but blatant fearmongering only serves to
undercut legitimate conservation concerns.
Alex Avery

Churchuville, Va.

That's life in the soup
The article “Life’s first scalding steps” (SN:
1/9/99, p. 24) indicated a debate about life
beginning in one place and in one type of envi-
ronment. Is it not more likely that parts of life
were concocted here and other parts were
concocted there and they combined else-
where? A wonderful thing about having a
“soup” as big as the oceans is that there are a
great variety of environments and efficient
means to transport products between them.
M.G. Stapelbroek
Santa Ana, Calif.

Tube tallies

Your recent article “Carbon tubes pumped
up with hydrogen” (SN: 1/16/99, p. 47) is a bit
misleading with respect to our work. First,
the 0.01 percent weight (wt%) value in our
work refers to the total amount of hydrogen
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absorbed in impure samples. The gravimet-
ric storage density for pure nanotubes was
determined to be between 5 and 10 wt%.
These materials should be able to achieve
the 6.5 wt% value required for a fuel-
cell-powered vehicle. Also, | must note that
we did not employ pressurized hydrogen
gas, as your article states.
Michael J. Heben
National Renewable Energy Laboratory
Golden, Colo.

These observations are correct. To make a
fair comparison, the carbon nanotube pellets
most recently tested at the University of
Freiburg take up 1.95 percent hydrogen by
weight, which translates into about 4 wt% for
a pure sample. The two results, therefore,
are ‘“relatively consistent,” says Frieburg's
Christoph Niitzenadel. —C.Wu
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