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oin acclaimed SCIENCE NEwS writer Ivars
Peterson on an adventurous trek through an exotic
world of weird dice, fractal drums, firefly rhythms, and
aotic amusement park rides, as he explores the wilds of
randomness. A tricky, intriguing, even elusive concept, ran-
domness affects our lives in an astonishing range of ways—
from the fun of games we play and the noise that spoils the
music we hear to the ways viruses grow and atoms com-
bine. Hidden rules and secret patterns lurk within appar-
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American Express 5 bl An eye-opening discovery awaits at every turn, from the
BoORSNOW The Virtual Bookstore™ simple secret behind winning a game of Chutes and Lad-

=2, ders to the reason why any group of six people must
include at least three mutual acquaintances or three
strangers, and why you can scratch a compact disk and
still get flawless sound. We learn how a game of darts can
= provide a remarkably good estimate of the value of ,
Sons, 1998, 239 Pages 6"x9 how pacemaker cells in the heart begin to beat in syn-
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additional book. Along the way, we also meet a host of characters, both charming and eccentric, who either
Xz made striking discoveries about randomness or were profoundly affected by it. Like the case of
L Williard Longcor, a man gripped with a passion for throwing dice, who meticulously records
Address_ the outcomes of millions of tosses and helps correct the theory of the distribution of runs.
iy The Jungles of Randomness offers a delightful journey into the exciting world of mathematical

discovery and imparts a rare vision of the fundamental playfulness of mathematics in our lives.
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Outwitting Critters 1Sthe definitive book on coping with the nettlesome side of nature. All those who have
0\“‘"“““6 had deer nibbling their &yrots, ants in the kitchen sink, and mice in the sock drawer, or who have battled
invasion by bats, snakes, gophers, raccoons, and any number of other pests, will find solace and solutions
(“\“‘R in this book. Bill Adler Jr. gives humane and effective advice and provides information on the motivation
h%oind the often incomprehensible actions of our animal friends and foes. Also included are helpful lists of

nuﬂ - ~i urcé® and deterrent produgfés THis book is a must for anyone who has ever been outwitted by a critter.
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BILL ADLER, IR,
- v According to The New York Times, people in the United States spend $17 million on bird books
and buy 1.2 million tons of birdseed, only to have feeders raided by marauding rodents with brains no larger
than walnuts. Since 1988, Bill Adler Jr. has helped tens of thousands of bird lovers stop squirrels from pil-
laging their bird feeders.

Outwitting Squirrels contains advice on how to stop squirrels from digging in flowerbeds, advanced
antisquirrel stratagems, and homemade antisquirrel devices. From spooker poles and Perrier bottles to
water bombs and cayenne pepper, Adler has tried every conceivable method of ridding his backyard of
these fluffy, gluttonous rodents. In Outwitting Squirrels, he shares his top strategies, plus countless stories
and anecdotes about his ongoing war with the squirrel. — from Chicago Review Press
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