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ew and Improved Longitude
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I “7 hen Dava Sobel’s Longitude was published to universal acclaim in |
| 1995. readers voiced only one regret: that it was not illustrated. Now,
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William Andrewes. the man who organized and hosted the Longitude Sym-
posium that inspired Dava Sobel’s book, has joined her to create a richly
illustrated version of her classic story.

M

.
5

HASWRE-TE RN PR o) R
R e O PN RANCEARr £

The Ilustrated Longitude recounts in words and images the epic quest to

solve the thorniest scientific problem of the 17th and 18th cen-
turies. Throughout the great age of exploration, sailors attempted
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to navigate the oceans without any means of measuring their lon- ?’, G
. : . 3y v . ¢ K !
gitude: All too often, voyages ended in total disaster when both :
crew and cargo were captured or lost upon the rocks of an unex- :
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pected landfall. Thousands of lives and the fortunes of seafaring | |
nations hung on a resolution. | :
.. . IREONGERE.
[0 encourage a solution. governments established major prizes for I 1

- anyone whose method or device proved successful. The largest : ! {
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: reward of 20,000 pounds—truly a king’s ransom—was offered by I :

: the British Parliament in 1714. The scientific establishment— ¥
; from Galileo to Sir Isaac Newton—had been certain that a celes- [ i
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: tial answer would be found and. therefore, invested untold effort !
' in this pursuit. In stark contrast, one man, John Harrison, imag- : 5
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i ined and built the unimaginable: a clock that solved the problem I i
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: by keeping precise time at sea. Today it is called the chronome- | !
: ter. Harrison’s trials and tribulations to win the prize throughout | |
I . . . . . 1
i I a 40-year obsession are the culmination of this remarkable story. I i
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i g O d b | The llustrated Longitude contains the entire original narrative of Longitude, | :

! raer y : redesigned to accompany 178 images chosen by Will Andrewes: from por- : B
- traits of every important figure in the storv to maps. diagrams. and photo- -
. phone for very imporiant f 2y to iy e i el photo
: f A § graphs of scientific instruments—especially John Harrison’s remarkable | :
A aStel' Sel'VlceI I clocks. Andrewes™ elegant captions emphasize the scientific and historical | :
i - I events surrounding the images, and they tell their own dramatic story of lon- | i
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' - - ! gitude, paralleling and illuminating Dava Sobel’s memorable tale. I I
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Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 2
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