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n this magisterial work, Roland Omnes takes us
from the academies of ancient Greece to the
laboratories of modern science as he seeks to
do no less than rebuild the foundations of the
philosophy of knowledge. One of the world's
leading quantum physicists, Omnés reviews the
history of recent developments of mathematics,
logic, and the physical sciences to show that cur-
rent work in quantum theory offers new answers to
questions that have puzzled philosophers for cen-
turies: Is the world ultimately intelligible? Are all
events caused? Do objects have definitive loca-
tions? Omnes addresses these profound questions
with vigorous arguments and clear, colorful writing,

www.sciencenewsbooks.org

tent histories” approach to quantum mechanics,
developed over the past 15 years, places common
sense (slightly reappraised and circumscribed) on
a firm scientific and philosophical footing for the
first time. In doing so, it provides what philoso-
phers have sought through the ages: a sure foun-
dation for human knowledge.

Quantum Philosophy is a profound work of con-
temporary science and philosophy and an elo-
quent history of the long struggle to understand

the nature of the world and of knowledge itself.
—from Princeton University Press

Roland Omnes Princeton U Press, 1999, 296 pages, 64" x 94", hardcover, $29.95

aiming not just to advance scholarship but to
enlighten readers with no background in science and philosophy.

The book opens with an insightful and sweeping account of the main
developments in science and the philosophy of knowledge from the pre-
Socratic era to the 19th century. Omnés then traces the emergence in mod-
ern thought of a fracture between our intuitive, commonsense views of the
world and the abstract and—for many people—incomprehensible world
portrayed by advanced physics, math, and logic. He argues that the fracture
appeared because the ideas of Einstein and Bohr, the logic of Frege, Russell,
and Godel, and the mathematics of infinity of Cantor and Hilbert cannot be
fully expressed by words or images only. Quantum mechanics played an
important role in this development, as it seemed to undermine intuitive Chy
notions of intelligibility, locality, and causality. However, Omnés argues that State
common sense and quantum mechanics are not as incompatible as many Davtime Phione
have thought. In fact, he makes the provocative argument that the “consis- used only for pr
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Please send me_______copylies) of Quantum Philosophy. | include a
check payable to Books Now for $29.95 plus $4.95 postage and han-
dling for the first book (total $34.90). Add $2.50 for postage and han-
dling for each additional book
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nce considered a natural consequence of aging, hip disorders can be reduced

or climinated altogether by innovative exercise regimens. Heal Your Hips

explores an unprecedented range of preventive options you can take today to

avoid hip injury and improve your hip health—including wonderful water and land

exercises and intensive stretching. Numerous illustrations help you understand the

structure and function of your hips, and dozens of photographs clearly demonstrate
how to do the exercises.

If indeed hip surgery is in your future, Heal Your Hips provides vital new infor-

mation on several little-known. minimally invasive forms of surgery as well as

straightforward coverage of traditional “replacement™
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surgery. You'll learn what to expect with hip surgery— Web site at ROBERT KLAPPER,
from preparing for the procedure to the day of the opera- '““:"dr"" LYNDA HUEY
‘ preparing forithesy : y pera o
tion to recovering with physical therapy.

The practical. long-overdue guidance in 5 o Order by phone for faster service!
Heal Your Hips will be a revelation for the ook
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millions enduring the pain of hip deteriora- ks B, or Americon Bxpress

tion and injury. Whether you, a friend, or a
relative are considering hip surgery or have
vet to seek medical help. turn first to the
indispensable expertise in this optimistic,
accessible and acces-
sible resource.

—John Wiley & Sons
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