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Why is Rudolph’s nose so red? What are the celestial
candidates for the Star of Bethlehem? How does Santa
manage to deliver presents fo an estimated 842 million house-
holds in a single night?

In THE PHYSICS OF CHRISTMAS, award-winning science journalist Roger
Highfield acts as the guiding spirit to his favorite holi-
day. He illuminares Christmnas by viewing ifs many
cherished rituals and icons from a new and fasci-
nating perspective: science.

Calling upon the latest research in chemistry, mathematics,
genetics, anthropology, physics, psychology, and astronomy,
Highfield explores such question as these: Could reindeer really
fly? How do snowflakes form? What could scientists do to
guarantee an annual white Chrissmas? Why are peo- g
ple so frequently depressed after the holiday season?
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See our Web site at www.sciencenewshooks.org

From the glittering
Chrismas free (nafural and
doned) fo the gaudy Chrismas  *
card (even those that play
music), from the furkey roasting
in the oven fo our holiday shopping
habits, THE PHYSICS OF CHRISTMAS is an
imesistible guided four, a witty
investigation thatr is as
delightful as if is informative.
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