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To order these books or any other book in print, call
1-800-BOOKS-NOW (266-5766) ext. 1494. Visa, Master-
Card, and American Express accepted. Send checks or
money orders plus $4.95 shipping and handling ($2.50 for
each additional item) to Books Now, 400 Morris Avenue,
Long Branch, NJ 07740. Or see our Web site at www.
sciencenewsbooks.org. This service is provided in con-
junction with Science News Books.

Altering Eden: The Feminiza-
tion of Nature—Deborah Cad-
bury. A Danish study reports
that men’s sperm counts have
dropped by 50 percent in
50 years. Globally, testicular,
prostate, and breast cancers
are on the rise. Males of cer-
tain animal species exhibit
signs of feminization. Many
scientists and fertility experts
link manmade chemicals such as DDT and poly-
chlorinated biphenyls to these perplexing and dis-
turbing changes in reproduction dynamics and
organs. Such chemicals mimic the female hormone
estrogen, and the deception can wreak havoc on
the body’s hormonal balance. Through extensive
interviews and data mining, Cadbury has produced
a balanced report about the impact that the wide
use of chemicals may have on human fertility. Orig-
inally published in Great Britain in 1997 under the
title The Feminization of Nature. St Martin, 1999,
292 p., hardcover, $23.95.

Altering Eden

Deborah Cadbury

NP Carl Sagan: A Life in the
~ o Cosmos—William  Pound-
stone. This weighty biogra-
. phy—with Keay Davidson’s
Carl Sagan: A Life, the sec-
ond of two new accounts of
the celebrated astronomer’s
life—covers Sagan’s personal
and professional discords, as
well as his many scientific
achievements. Following early
academic success, Sagan’s entry into the public
arena through books and television was applauded
by some of his colleagues but resented by others.
The discord was most infamously demonstrated
when he was tumed down for membership in the
National Academy of Sciences. His three marriages
were likewise turbulent. Relying on numerous inter-
views, Poundstone enables the reader to under-
stand why the same man provoked often divergent
opinions. H Holt, 1999, 473 p., hardcover, $30.00.
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Dbas Trat Know| Dogs That Know When Their
WHEN THEIR Owners Are Coming Home
_ OWNERS and Other Unexplained
"Are Coming | Powers of Animals—Rupert
HOME ' | Sheldrake. Telepathy? Clair-
D GTwia voyance? Pet lovers cherish
tales of cats that disappear
just before vet appointments
and lost dogs that cover
hundreds of miles to get to
their owners’ new homes. Con-
troversial commentator Sheldrake thinks we should
take these anecdotes as evidence of a human-animal
connection beyond science’s understanding, and he
hopes to convince the reader that pets do many
things that can’t be ascribed to chance or to the
overeager imaginations of doting humans. Crown,
1999, 353 p., b&w illus., hardcover, $25.00.
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The Miracle of Flight—
Stephen Dalton. Mixing
nature with technology and
biology with physics, this
amestingly illustrated book
skims across the history
and science of flight in all
its manifestations. Author
and photographer Dalton
describes the evolutionary
origin of flight in insects and birds, as well as the
erratic history of people’s attempts to take to the
air. Simple diagrams and sometimes spectacular
photographs accompany discussions of the rele-
vant physical principles, from the maneuverabili-
ty provided by feathered and mechanical wings
to the curving flight of a golf ball. Firefly, 1999,
183 p., color photos/illus., hardcover, $40.00.

The River: A Journey to the
Source of HIV and AIDS—
Edward Hooper. Atthough most
scientists now believe that HIV
derives from related immuno-
deficiency viruses in primates,
how it jumped from animal to
human populations remains
mysterious. In this meticu-
lously researched account,
journalist Hooper, a former
United Nations official, makes the controversial
case that the transfer came about not through
natural contacts between monkeys and people
but in the course of African field tests of a new
polio vaccine in the 1950s. Regardless of the
truth of this thesis, Hooper gives a powerful
description of the beginnings of the AIDS epi-
demic in Africa and elsewhere. Little, Brown,
1999, 1,070 p., b&w photos, hardcover, $35.00.

Science as a Way of Know-
ing: The Foundations of
Modern Biology—John A.
Moore. Emphasizing not just
the steady accumulation of
understanding but also the
way in which understanding
was achieved, Moore traces
biology from its beginnings in
ancient cultures, especially
that of Greece, to its emer-
gence as a modern scientific discipline. In sections
covering the changing conception of nature in
general, evolution, genetics, and organismal devel-
opment, Moore’s selection of case studies and
hypotheses builds into a narrative account of the
reasons biologists think as they do. Originally pub-
lished in hardcover in 1993. HUP, 1999, 530 p., b&w
illus., paperback, $18.95.

What Science Is and How
It Works—Gregory N. Derry.
The molecular structure of
benzene came to Kekulé in a
dream. Kepler spent years
poring over observations of
the planets to work out the
mathematical description of
their orbits. Through a wide
a1 variety of examples, physi-
SREERRT Y MENRT L cist Derry explains that sci-
entists use many methods to pursue their goals,
and many kinds of analyses to test their ideas.
The author’s professed aim is for his readers to
understand science better by looking at the world
the way scientists do. Princeton U Pr., 1999, 311 p.,
b&w illus., hardcover, $29.95.
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