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Editor’s Letter

With the approach of the year 2000 and the
accompanying trepidations about hardware
and software, all eyes have turned to the
computers. These machines suddenly have
formed three completely separate classes:
those new enough to be Y2K compliant,
those that can be upgraded to limp into next
year, and those so old that they will never
work after Dec. 31. The questions confronted
by all users: What files are on those aged
computers, and will anyone miss them when
they're gone?

Here at SCIENCE NEws, we made a startling
discovery when we revved up some ancient
computers abandoned in dark corners, cov-
ered with yellowed press releases, take-out
menus, and dusty umbrellas dating back to
days of yore. Among the files were stories
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written in the distant past. They date back to
centuries before the earliest known issues of
ScIENCE NEWs, yet the writers of those pieces
had the same, or almost the same, names as
members of our current staff. Strange.

Since it’s so difficult to get a feel for the real
advances in science from history books, we
decided to share with you a portion of these
manuscripts—and book recommendations,
too. This special section of the final 1999
issue of SCIENCE NEWs contains a more or less
random selection of science news stories
written on the scene during earlier periods
of the millennium.

We feel obliged to point out that some of
those early journalists took a few more liber-
ties than professional science writers do
today. Although they wouldn’t have
dreamed of fabricating data, some turned a
bit fanciful when it came to quotations. Oth-
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ers tended to rearrange the timing of events
for the betterment of the story line. Luckily,
however, these writers left notes to guide
the reader through the forgotten narratives.
We give you a condensed version of their
hints on page x, and a fuller description
appears on  SCIENCE News  ONLINE
(http://www.sciencenews.org).

Bringing the past into the present, this
issue also contains a rare interview with the
2-Million-Year-Old Man. Behavioral science
writer Bruce Bower, armed with his trusty
tape recorder, goes head to head with a walk-
ing, talking, wise-cracking ancient hominid.

So, take your mind off your own computer
worries and enjoy these pages. Whatever
else happens, the printed word will survive
well into the next millennium.

—Julie Ann Miller
Editor
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