AERONAUTICS

Space Program May
Swamp Planes of Future

» THE U.S. SPACE program, con-
stantly in the headlines with such feats
as landing the Surveyor on the moon
and the rendezvous of Gemini 9 with
a target vehicle in space, is threatening
to swamp the progress of future air
transportation.

This warning was sounded by the
Senate Committee on Aeronautical and
Space Sciences in a report urging
greatly increased attention to aeronau-
tical research and development. Only
two percent of the five billion being
spent by the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration during the cur-
rent fiscal year is earmarked for air
transport needs.

Despite the small amount being
spent, the committee stressed, the
main question is whether the public
is satisfied with today’s civil aero-
nautic system, and whether or not the
rate of progress now is sufficient to
meet future needs.

The committee noted the “tremen-
dous growth in commercial aviation in
recent years,” the continuation of
which is “dependent upon a sizable
and sustained effort in research and de-
velopment.”

Among the urgent areas for study,
the report included an all-weather land-
ing system, decreased capital and di-
rect operating costs through improve-
ments in aerodynamic and propulsion
efficiency, speedup of boarding and de-
planing procedures, great improvement
in safety factors and better air traffic
control procedures.
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SOCIOLOGY

Group Nagging Seen
In Polygamy of Aging

» THE RECENT suggestion that
men and women over 60 years of
age take up plural marriage was ridi-
culed by Dr. Jack Weinberg, clinical
professor of psychiatry at the Uni-
versity of Illinois College of Medicine,
Chicago.

“While it may ‘double the pleasure’
without fear of begetting for some, the
problems that it may evoke are too
fearsome to contemplate,” Dr. Wein-
berg told the National Conference of
State Executives on Aging in Wash-
ington, D.C. “It may even lead to
group nagging!”

Neither will Medicare, the War on
Poverty, adequate housing and similar
socioeconomic provisions by the Gov-
ernment be the answer in themselves
to all the needs of the aged human
being, the psychiatrist emphasized. The
satisfaction of man’s instinctual, bio-
logical animal needs is not suffi-
cient to make him happy; they are
not even sufficient to make him sane.
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ship in this limited group. Use
the priority New Member cou-
pon to complete your enroll-
ment so that we may reserve
a place for you.
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ONCE A MONTH for a year we will pack a blue box or envelope with
scientific fun, with mental stimulation, with hours of absorption, with
future hobbies, with knowledge; but specifically we will pack them with

THINGS of science . .

. real objects of science to be handled and looked

at and owned by you. And with them we will send booklets of suggested
experiments and complete explanations. There are now more than twenty-
five thousand members of the group of friends of science who receive one
of these exciting packages each month. This unusual service comes one
year postpaid for $5.00 (outside U.S.A. add $1 per year for extra postage).
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Please enroll me for Membership, sending me the current unit right away,
the other units to come and each month—a total of 12 monthly units of
THINGS of science for $5, all sent postpaid (outside U.S.A., add $1 per
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year for extra postage).
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