JEROME WOOLPY

SOCIAL ANIMAL—This wolf, properly trained by Dr. Jerome Woolpy, shown here,
has formed a lasting bond of affection with his master. Wolves can be socialized even

after they have grown into adulthood.
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GENERAL SCIENCES

Petnapping Bill Passed

Animals and medical research are both
protected under the new petnapping bill

» MEDICAL research can “live with”
the petnapping bill that finally became
law Aug. 24 after months of dispute
between humane groups and scientists.

Though inspection and registration
of research facilities were included in
the final draft, the new law contains
enough safeguards to protect medical
experimentation, believes the National
Society for Medical Research, which
has represented scientific interests
throughout the conflict.

Ostensibly intended as a curb on the
theft of family pets and their use as
laboratory animals, the legislation is
aimed at a larger area—humane care
of animals by dealers and laboratories
alike. The successful bill meets this re-
quirement, the NSMR said, while pre-
serving the integrity of medical re-
search.

Instead of licensing laboratories, as
humane groups wanted and medical in-
terests feared, the law provides for a
system of registration. It opens labora-
tories to inspection and sets down penal-
ties for substandard animal care as
determined by the Secretary of Agri-
culture. But, most important to medical

research, the licensing clause was struck
and violation of standards does not
mean withdrawal of Government
money.

Medical research has blossomed so
fast in the past decade that laboratory
animal facilities have been somewhat
shortchanged, and most medical au-
thorities believe a licensing provision
would have crippled the nation’s re-
search effort.

As for actual petnapping, the new
law requires dog and cat dealers to
hold their animals for five days before
selling them to laboratories. Also, re-
search facilities must keep records on
the animals. These provisions should
give owners a chance to recover lost
pets before they become subjects of an
experiment.

Hopefully, the new bill will put out
of business those dealers who have
raised a storm of public protest with
their widely publicized mistreatment of
animals. They now must buy licenses
and adhere to standards.

Meanwhile, laboratories are protected
against harassment by humane groups.

10 September 1966 / Vol. 90 / SCIENCE NEws

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éﬁl )2
Science News. MINORY

Hyoucan .
ﬁ ﬁ HEAR IT
»jf S you can

T SPEAKIT!

L/ REPEATING
MAGNETIC TAPE
MAGAZINE

Converts most standard tape
recorders to continuous op-
erating message repeaters.
Loaded for 3, 5, 8, 12, and
15-minute capacities at 334
ips. Repeats message, les-
son, or other recorded mate-
rial as long as desired. Ideal
for sleep learning, language
study, or wherever a repeated
message is of value. Packed
in clear plastic dust-proof,
stand-up cases.
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