DENTISTRY

Dentists Help Surgeons

» DENTISTS are branching out from
their traditional job of making impres-
sions for false teeth to making devices
to improve the head and neck appear-
ance after cancer surgery. They have
long been aiding in the detection of oral
cancer, which is sometimes missed by
the physician.

The American Academy of Maxillo-
facial Prosthetics, made up largely of
dentists interested in cancer of the head
and neck as well as members of Navy
and Army dental corps and at least a
dozen medical specialists, has con-
cluded the first workshop of its kind
to coordinate treatment of the disfigur-
ing conditions following surgery.

Every dental school was asked to
expand its curriculum to include a
three-year training program for dentists
and dental technicians to improve
prosthetic work related to the head and
neck, including eyes, ears, jaws, throat
and palate.

Practicing dentists and oral surgeons
were urged to make a rapid visual in-
spection of the neck and facial areas
of each patient before telling him to
open his mouth.

With 6,000 deaths a year resulting
from oral cancer. it is noteworthy that
only two of five patients survive for
five years and that many who do live
have undergone major operations about
the oral cavity, face or neck. with vary-
ing degrees of disability.
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Positions Wanted, Services, Travel. All advertise-
ments must be consonant with the character of
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BOOKS

FAMOUS LITTLE BLUE BOOKS! 2000 titles. Only
'l§¢ each! Catalog 10¢. Literature, 7225 East
Silver Spring, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 53217.

ENGLISH-CHINESE DICTIONARIES from Astronomy
to Zoology. Complete stock in science, engineering,
medicine. Oriental Publication Service, Box 300,
Norman, Oklahoma 73069.

MICRO ADS

AMAZING TRANSISTOR CIRCUIT stimulates plant
growth with music. Makes interesting science fair
project. Complete plans and instructions $1.00.
Electro-Gro, Box 278, Upland, California 91786.

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost gov-
ernment $650.00. Send 25¢ for our surplus optics-

electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna, Nahant,
Mass. 01908.

262

Dr. Murray M. Copeland, head of
the department of surgery at M. D.
Anderson Hospital, Houston, said
University of Texas Dental Branch
faculty members had developed the
Maxillofacial Service into the outstand-
ing example of this type of service in
the United States.

The proximity of the Houston
Speech and Hearing Center is a great
help to the rehabilitation of surgery
patients who have lost the larynx to
cancer. The fitting of dentures helps in
retraining such patients to talk.

Plastic surgeons, radiologists, der-
matologists, pediatricians, psychiatrists.
prosthodontists, general practictioners
and nurses are needed to cooperate in
rehabilitating head and neck cancer pa-
tients, and those who have sustained
injuries.

Almost three million Americans have
been fitted with artificial eyes, ears
and other prosthetic devices. All too
frequently, there has been little co-
operation among the various branches
of medicine, Capt. Victor J. Niiranen,
Academy president. said.

The cancer control branch of the di-
vision of chronic diseases, bureau of
state services, U.S. Public Health Serv-
ice, awarded a grant to support the
workshop in Washington, D.C.

TECHNOLOGY

Electric Reducing Device
Barred From Market

AN ELECTRICAL device promoted :

nationwide as an effortless reducing
method has been barred from interstate
distribution under that kind of claim.

The machine has been widely adver-
tised and sold under a variety of names
such as Figurecare, Figuretone, Figure-
magic and Isotron.

An injunction complaint initiated by
the Food and Drug Administration said
the machine was represented as “a con-
venient, pleasant, comfortable, restful,
refreshing and relaxing form of exercise
which will achieve weight reduction and
girth reduction . . . all of which is con-
trary to fact.”

A permanent injunction curtailing in-
terstate shipment of the device has been
issued by the U.S. District Court in
Dallas, Texas.

The Dallas complaint was the second
injunction action filed within three
months against an alleged electrical re-
ducing device. A similar complaint
charging false and misleading claims
was filed July 12 against Relax-a-cizor,
Inc., of Los Angeles.

The FDA has long contended that
promotional claims for the device man-
ufactured by John D. Richardson, Tex-
as, were false and misleading, violating
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labeling provisions of the Food, Drug
and Cosmetic Act. More than 100 of
the devices have been seized in separate
court actions in ten states over the past
five years.

The device sends electrical currents
into the body through pads applied to
the skin, causing an intermittent con-
traction of muscles.

In addition to disputing claims that
the machine can achieve weight reduc-
tion, girth reduction, or a significant
increase in calorie consumption, the in-
junction complaint charged that some
of the “before and after” pictures used
in advertisements were taken on the
same day; some of the people who
posed for “before and after” pictures
actually were dissatisfied with the de-
vice and did not consider it effective;
and some of the people who allegedly
achieved “remarkable benefits” had not.
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