Nature CNote

White Death

Each year millions of tons of ice
and snow slide down mountain slopes
in a white fury, smashing into villages,
shearing away forests, suffocating
people and animals, and inundating
roads, rivers and railroads.

These are the snow avalanches, some
of the greatest destructive forces on
earth, ranking with other powerful
phenomena like earthquakes, tornadoes
and hurricanes.

Occurring in the steep high slopes
of the Alps and Himalayas, the
Rocky Mountains and the Andes, the
Pyrenees and many other mountainous
areas, these sudden natural juggernauts
have taken thousands of lives. In only
seven minutes, one of the worst
avalanches claimed 3,500 lives on Jan.
10, 1962. Three million tons of ice
broke free from a thawing glacier on
Peru’s highest peak—22,205-foot Neva-
do Husacaran—and roared down the
valley, sweeping up trees, boulders,
flocks of sheep and engulfing nine
Peruvian villages. The worst avalanche
disaster ever recorded occurred on
Dec. 13, 1916, during World War 1,

when a series of snow avalanches killed
10,000 soldiers of the opposing Aus-
trian and Italian armies. During that
war, at least 60,000 people were killed
by avalanches in the Alps alone.

There are many kinds and combina-
tions of avalanches. Dry-snow ava-
lanches can race down a mountain at
speeds as high as 280 miles an hour,
driving a column of compressed air
ahead of them and creating a vacuum
in their wake. The light dry-snow is
like fine powder, whirling through the
air and sifting into nostrils and throats
so that people and animals are suffo-
cated. A wet-snow avalanche, on the
other hand, moves more slowly but
can hit with pressures as powerful as
22,000 pounds per square foot.

Many things can trigger an ava-
lanche and start it sliding down a slope.
A sudden thaw in the weather, an
extra few inches of new snow, the
weight of a skier or the vibrations of
thunder. A sonic boom from a jet has
started a slab of white death shooting
down the slope; so have a pistol shot
or the crack of a whip.
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SOME PEOPLE WILL
THINK YOU'RE CUCKO0
T0 PAY %25
FOR“JUST” A CLOCK

They're the same people who don’t mind living with
‘‘the approximate'’ time or walking into a Five-and-
Dime every six months to buy another new $8.95 wind-up
tick-tock.

Also, this clock is not ‘‘just’’ a clock. It is a most
elegant tabletop timepiece from West Germany with the
following attributes:

There is the calendar. When you wake, you'll know what
day it is! (This sometimes comes in handy!) Around back
you will see no handle for winding ... no cord for
plugging-in. An ordinary flashlight battery powers the
mechanisms—for a good year or more. When it begins
to lose its juice, red appears under the number ‘‘12""
Now, about the alarm. It's not the alarming kind. Just
effective. Reveille begins with four short but insistent
signals. If you don’t shut off the alarm, there will follow
a continuous bzzzzzzzzz that would stir Rip Van Winkle.

Furthermore, this timepiece is in excellent taste. Quite
handsome. Designed to '‘go’’ anywhere. You will think
so, too. The works of this TwelveMonth Clock are so
precise and perfect that you can adjust it to within two
seconds of being on-the-dot every 24 hours. It's a rare
wristwatch that can time itself to such a fine degree.
The usual Haverhill's 10-day money-back Guarantee ap-
plies (if you are not impressed in every way). Beyond
that, there is the Manufacturer's Warranty covering
parts and workmanship. This extends over a full year.
So if you can afford to indulge your appreciation of fine

Haverhill's goes to the ends of the earth
to bring you the finest things. This Dieh/
TwelveMonth Clock is no exception.

things, this indeed is the timepiece that should bid you
‘‘Good Morning'' each day. This is also a pretty wonderful
gift to a son and daughter with early morning classes.

~————NO TIME LIKE THIS TIME—————

Mail to: HAVERHILL'S SN 0128
526 Washington St.,
San Francisco, Calif. 9111
Please send me the Diehl TwelveMonth Clock.
Satisfaction or refund guaranteed.
{J 1 enclose check for $24.95 plus $1.00 for post-
age and insurance.
(California residents add 4% sales tax.)
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