From England-

a series of concise works in biol-
ogy which is being enthusiasti-
cally received by American edu-
cators and students. Written by
British scientists and teachers,
these volumes provide short and
succinct introductions to their
subjects. The instances where the
British and American terminol-
ogy differ slightly detract in no
way, teachers find, from the great
value of the books. Each contains

appropriate plates, figures, and -

tables.

New

ECOLOGY OF PARASITES. N. 4.
Croll. Written to fill a gap in the litera-
ture at the beginning level, this fasci-
nating discussion shows in general terms
and with a minimum of technical lan-
guage what parasites are, how they live,
and the factors important in their
ecology. $3.25

Previously published

HEATHLAND ECOLOGY. C. P, Fried-
lander. “A useful implement for culti-
vating and grooming the sprouting
ecologist.” — Journal of Wildlife Man-
agement. $1.75

NEW CONCEPTS IN FLOWERING-
PLANT TAXONOMY. John Heslop-
Harrison. Foreword by W. B. Turrill.
“*An especially valuable adjunct to the
teaching of taxonomy at even the lowest
level.” — Science. $2.00 paper

WOODLAND ECOLOGY. Second Edi-
tion. Ernest Gordon Neal. “Inexpen-
sive, concise, clear, exact . . . few other
books of its character are suitable to
increase the interest in mature study
among young and prospective natural-
ists.” — The Quarterly Review of Biol-
ogy. $2.25

SOME ASPECTS OF LIFE IN FRESH
WATER. Edward J. Popham. “Crisp,
adult, forthright . .. a fine and practical
introduction to a fascinating subject.”
— Science Teacher’s World. $2.25

LIFE ON THE SEA-SHORE. 4. ]J.
Southward. “Highly concentrated and
nourishing . . . I recommend the book
as an introduction to life at the sea-
shore.” — EVELYN sHAW, Natural His-
tory. $3.00

COMPARATIVE PHYSIOLOGY OF
VERTEBRATE RESPIRATION, G. M.
Hughes. A concise introduction illus-
trating the need for studying a given
system to consider the function of other
systems. $2.75

HUMAN BLOOD GROUPS AND
INHERITANCE. Sylvia D. Lawler, and
Lawrence J. Lawler. Foreword by R. R.
Race. “Readable, accurate, up-to-date,
concise.” — Library Journal. 2nd edi-
tion. $2.50

ANIMAL BODY FLUIDS AND THEIR
REGULATION. 4. P. M. Lockwood.
“Should be in the reference library of
any biology program.” — The American
Biology Teacher. $2.75
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PUBLIC POLICY

Senate Declines Change

Efficient organization is all very well,
but not if it conflicts with the distri-
bution of power. So spoke the Senators
to the reorganizers, and the reorga-
nizers bowed, despite the rising clamor
for congressional reorganization to deal
with, among other things, the increasing
complexity of science.

When Senator A. S. Mike Monroney
(D-Okla.) reintroduced this year his bill
to streamline the machinery of legisla-
tion based on a study last year of con-
gressional reorganization, two provi-
sions were conspicuous by their absence.

One would have given broader science
jurisdiction to the Senate Aeronautical
and Space Sciences Committee—but,
by the same token, would have taken
away existing powers of present com-
mittees. The Space Committee was
carefully set up by President Johnson
when he was majority leader to avoid
any conflict with entrenched committee
chairmen. His acumen was proved again
last week when Sen. Monroney told the
Senate: “A large number of Senators
. . . have indicated wide opposition to
these proposals . . . the inclusion of
these provisions would seriously jeopard-
ize the passage of the bill.”

SURGERY

Among additions to the fief of the
Space Committee would have been
oversight of the Environmental Science
Services Administration, now vested in
the Commerce Committee. Senator
Warren G. Magnuson (D-Wash.) chair-
man of the commerce unit, opposed the
change. He was co-sponsor, with then
Senator Johnson, of the bill.

Another dropped reorganization plan
was the splitting in two of the Com-
mittee on Labor and Public Welfare to
create a Committee on Education. This,
too was blocked by the opposition of
members concerned.

As originally proposed, the shifting
of responsibilties to the Space Commit-
tee would have been a step toward
bringing all scientific issues before the
Senate under one roof. The Joint Com-
mittee on Organization of Congress
felt it would be valuable to have the
scientific impact of the various pro-
grams involving Federal funds looked
at by a single group.

This “science committee” would have
had a jurisdiction more nearly parallel
with that of its opposite number across
the Capitol, the House Committee on
Science and Astronautics.

Hope for Cancer Victims

Thanksgiving came late this year
for Marine Lance Corporal Walter
Lopata of Three Rivers, Mass., whose
larynx was torn away by grenade frag-
ments in Vietnam last Oct. 11.

Last week he became the first such
victim to get speech back through an
improved technique based on Japanese
attempts at laryngeal restoration.

A second patient, this one a throat
cancer victim, is already scheduled to
follow the marine through the restora-
tion procedure, which may become
routine once techniques are learned.

This is the sequence of events: last
Nov. 22 the 25-year-old corporal un-
derwent a two-and-a-half-hour opera-
tion at Chelsea Naval Hospital, per-
formed by Dr. Warren W. Montgomery
of the Massachusetts Eye and Ear In-
firmary, Boston, and Lt. Comdr. Robert
Toohill.

Dr. Montgomery had observed the
preliminary and imperfect technique
more than a year ago in Tokyo with
other surgeons, some of whom have
also been trying to perfect recreating
a destroyed or damaged larynx.

Two operations were necessary to re-
store speech after the larynx was de-
stroyed. In the operation, the first of
its kind, the surgeons cut a half-inch
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hole through the pharynx, the area in
the back of the throat. Dr. Montgomery
lined the hole with flaps of skin from
the surrounding area, and cut another
hole for re-insertion of a metal tube
that had previously been placed in the
marine’s trachea, or windpipe, to allow
free passage of air. The windpipe op-
eration is routinely performed, and is
called a tracheostomy.

The second operation, performed
Jan. 20, involved skin transplants from
the inside of Cpl. Lopata’s right thigh.
The transplants were used to cover
areas where succeeding neck incisions
had been made. The surgeons also put
in a new tracheostomy tube that had
a special air valve.

This “first” in restoring a speech box
could mean a revolutionary treatment
for thousands of laryngectomees in the
United States who have lost their voices
to cancer. There are 23,000 of them.

The patient soon to undergo surgery
at the Massachusetts Eye and Ear In-
firmary for larynx and speech restora-
tion following a cancer operation could
pave the way to natural talking for
thousands condemned to husky belch-
ing esophageal speech today. The pro-
cedure of talking is never learned by
some,
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