GROUP THERAPY

Therapy for Families

Group psychotherapy is “still in swad-
dling clothes” and its practitioners have
much to learn, delegates to fifth an-
nual Scientific Conference on Psycho-
analysis in New York agreed.

Theme of a day-long group of ses-
sions, sponsored by the Council of Psy-
choanalytic Psychotherapists, Inc., was
“Theory and Treatment of Emotional
Disorders in Children.”

Panelists and individual paper-read-
ers, most of them practicing psychia-
trists, varied in their ideas and modes of
treatment.

But most had this concensus:

“Successful treatment of emotionally-
disturbed youngsters must also include
investigation and, often, treatment of
the entire family. Group psychotherapy
can be a short-cut to good mental
health.”

Dr. Sanford N. Sherman, associate
executive director of the Jewish Family
Service, said in a panel discussion that
sometimes the most apparently-dis-
turbed member of a family “may ac-
tually not be the cause of the real
trouble; he may be a scapegoat, ‘acting
out’ the feelings of parents or others.”

MATH EDUCATION

In a panel chaired by Dr. Jacob E.
Slutsky of Rosyln Heights, N.Y., a
speaker recalled studies which seemed
to show that some children with diffi-
culties in learning to read “had mothers
who were critical of them, did not like
to touch them, and sometimes actively
disliked them.”

The study noted that one mother ad-
mitted finding her under-achieving son
“hard to like,” whereas a tutor brought
in in an attempt to teach him to read
“found the boy an engaging little chap.”

“We can’t help Johnny learn to read
until we help Mother,” one said.

Some believe no child under age
nine can benefit from psychotherapy.
But Dr. Tess Forrest, chairman of the
Family Study Unit, William Alanson
White Psychoanalytic Institute, said
she had found youngsters of four “gave
us valuable tips and even advice as to
the root of family problems.”

At one point in the history of psycho-
analysis, teenagers were regarded as
“not suitable for psychotherapy,” pane-
lists reminded, “but now most agree
they benefit, where such treatment is
indicated.”

Calculus in High School

High school students for years have
studied Isaac Newton’s great discoveries
in physics. Now, after three centuries,
the language he invented to describe
those discoveries—calculus—is gradu-
ally moving into high schools.

At present, the move is in the form
of accelerated programs and summer
courses for select high schoolers. But a
general spread of the advanced study
seems inevitable,

One of the most advanced programs
in the country is now in its third year
in Florida’s Dade County (Miami),
where more than 100 students are tak-
ing college level math courses at Miami
University and Miami-Dade Junior Col-
lege, in addition to their regular high
school curriculum.

By the time they finish the program,
these students will have studied calculus
in the 10th grade, advanced calculus
and linear algebra in the 11th grade
and advanced analysis in the 12th
grade. There are 37 students now tak-
ing the 10th grade calculus course and
17 in the 11th grade linear algebra.

Classes are held Saturday mornings
and Wednesday evenings, putting quite
a demand on the teenagers’ time. About
half the ninth-graders who started the

246

program with a speeded-up form of
preparatory algebra three years ago
have dropped out. But more than 50
ninth-graders are signed up this year.

The Dade County-University of Mi-
ami program is supported in part by a
grant from the National Science Foun-
dation, which is enthusiastically sup-
porting other programs to give talented
high schoolers advanced training in sci-
ence and mathematics. Their summer
study program, for example, will send
6,000 students to universities all over
the country this year to study college
level courses.

Foundation goals go beyond bringing
more advanced studies into the high
schools, according to Richard Ba-
lomenos of the Foundation’s Education
Division. They also include interesting
more students in taking the more basic
math courses. To do this, some of the
fear and boredom which so many
youngsters associate with math has to
be eliminated.

Primary sources for the negative view
of math, said Dr. Balomenos, are ele-
mentary teachers and parents. “We're
trying to change the teachers,” he said,
“but I don’t know what we can do
about the parents.”
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CLASSIFIED

Classified advertisements
following classifications; Books, Business Oppor-
tunities, Camps, Colleges, Micro Ads, Personals,
Positions Wanted, Services, Travel. All advertise-
ments must be consonant with the character of
Science News. Rates . . . single insertion 25¢ a
word. Minimum charge is $5.00. Count 2 extra
words for Box and Numbers. Classified advertis.
ing is payable in advance. Closing date 3 weeks
prior to publication (Saturday).

Employment opportunities are accepted at regular
display rates, subject to agency commission. Mini-
mum size 1 inch. Minimum charge $21.70 per
inch. Rate cards available upon request.

To speed up insertion, address classified adver-
tising . . . Classified Ads. Science News. 1719 N
Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036

are accepted for the

BOOKS

WEEDS AND GRASSES. Comprehensive list free.
LEW’S, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco,
California 94109.

ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES OF INSTRUMENTS by
Leslie W. Lee. An easy-to-read book that explains
the basic principles behind spectrophotometers,
flame emission and atomic absorption photometers,
pH meters, photofluorometers, isotope counters and
many other common laboratory devices. Hundreds
of terms are defined or explained. 154 pages, 33
illustrations. $4.95 plus 25¢ handling. ‘‘Elementary
Principles,’”” Brewton Press, P.O. Box 1606, Orlando,
Florida 32802.

FREE SCIENCE TEACHING AIDS over 600 items for
various levels offered to schools by the nation’s
business concerns listed in “HANDBOOK OF FREE
SCIENCE MATERIALS.” Used in over 1000 schools.
1967 edition just completed. Price 6.95 cash or
purchase orders only. Return privileges. Educational
Publications, Box 681, Moorhead, Minnesota 56560.

CAMPS

ADVENTURE ON TOMS RIVER for boys 9 to 16.
Sailing emphasized. 50-boat fleet includes 25 sail-
boats. Trips on 63-foot flagship. Music. 2 gyms, 2
athletic fields. Approved summer school. Catalog.
Farragut Naval Camps, Box QC, Toms River, New
Jersey 08741.

SCIENCE EXPLORING FOR BOYS ages 12-16 at
SPRUCE MOUNTAIN CAMP, Bryant Pond, Maine.
Field and mountain trips, ham radio, photography,
plants, animals, astronomy, weather, geology,
ecology. Exciting program and outstanding staff.
Catalog: William T. Harty, Director, 12 Highland
St., West Medway, Mass. 02053.

MICRO ADS

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost gov-
ernment $650.00. Send 25¢ for our surplus optics-

electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna, Nahant,
Mass. 01908.

PERSONALS

CAN'T SLEEP? NOISY? Get comfortable Mack’s
Pillow Soft Earplugs, $1.00. Black sateen Shut Eye
Sleep Shade, $2.98. Guaranteed! McKeon Products
Company, Dept. N, 23220 Ithaca St., Oak Park,
Michigan 48237.

EXPLORERS, Outdoorsmen—with diversified inter-
ests in exploring, outdoor life and travel on land
and sea, who require useful data and information
on techniques, equipment, activities, etc.—Contact:
THE EXPLORERS TRADEMART—Post Office Box 247,
Silver Spring 01, Md. 20907.
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SOUND CONTROL

Armchair Radio-TV sound control by
Flashlight Beam. Permits listener/viewer
of TV and radio programs to adjust
set volume remotely during “loud com
mercials” from the ease of his arm
chair. Easily attached to radio & TV
sets without cutting and soldering wires

All Solid State
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