Le tters (continued)

ITA: a critic

Dear Sir:

The article on ITA (SN:2/11) and
the following letters, have failed to
mention the most challenging question
raised by ITA: how should it be taught,
by the sight or the phonics method?

The original ITA manuals published
in England tell the teacher she is free
to use either method. Most English
teachers have chosen to use the sight,
or whole-word, method first. The chil-
dren memorize undifferentiated word
wholes and then are led to discover
the sound values of the letters, a process
that takes two or three years. This is
essentially the same method used in the
United States with the traditional alpha-
bet.

In the United States, however, ITA
is not being taught by the sight meth-
od. It is being taught by a phonics
method. At the beginning of first grade,
the children are told the sound value
of the ITA symbols, and are taught to
put these sounds together to build
words. All of the symbols are taught
within a short period of time.

In the United States where tests have
been conducted, ITA, taught by the
phonics method, has been compared
with the traditional alphabet, taught by
the sight method. In these tests, ITA
invariably comes out on top. This in-
dicates ITA, taught by the phonics
method, is superior to the traditional
alphabet, taught by the sight method.

Does this mean ITA is superior to
the traditional alphabet when it is taught
by the phonics method? Not at all. Chil-
dren taught to sound out words in the
traditional alphabet learn to read every
bit as well as children taught by ITA;
furthermore, there is no transition
problem.

The greatest value of ITA is that it
teaches the teachers what children must
go through in order to use an alpha-
betically written language. The teachers,
to use the medium, must translate
speech sound to printed symbol, and
printed symbol to speech sound, just
as all beginning readers must do. This
gives them an empathy with the chil-
dren’s learning problems they have
never had before.

ITA for teachers, yes. ITA for re-
medial work, yes. ITA for beginning
readers, no. It is expensive and is not
necessary.

Claire Thomas
Bellevue, Wis.

(The issue of phonics versus word
recognition in teaching beginning read-
ing itself remains largely unresolved.)
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New ldeas
and
Gadgets

New ldeas and Gadgets is an editorial service
to readers; more information on items can be
secured from the manufacturers.

Water Alarm

Water leakage can be detected by this
device that can be connected to any
existing alarm system. Useful in base-
ment, warehouse, water cooling facili-
ties, and wherever water leakage could
occur, the detector is placed flat on the
floor. It contains a reusable cartridge
that expands on wetting, creating a
force that activates the switch to sound

the alarm.

Retaw Company, Box 460, Grand Central
Station, New York, N. Y. 10017

Slide Warmer

Histologists, cytologists and patholo-
gists will find this 25- by 8-inch thermo-
statically controlled slide warmer a
time-saver for volume work in the lab-
oratory. The unit which can handle up
to 58 1- by 3-inch slides at a time is
provided with a control panel and a
thermometer recessed on the warming
surface. Temperature rise is accelerated

by a steel cover.

Chicago Surgical and Electrical Co., Clinical and
Hospital Div./Lab-line Instruments, Inc., Lab-Line
Plaza, 15th and Bloomingdale Ave.,

Melrose Park, I11. 60160

Film Reader

Reading time of X-ray diffraction
films is substantially reduced by this
high-precision, desk-top model designed
for observing strip-type films as well as
slides. The self-contained unit magnifies
films 7.5x, displaying them on a 9- by
7V2-inch illuminated screen. The air-
cooled compact unit measures 11 by 10
by 20 inches and takes film from 35

mm to 400 mm.
Materials Research Corp., Orangeburg, N. Y. 10962
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CLASSIFIED

Classified advertisements
following classifications; Books, Business Oppor-
tunities, Camps, Colleges, Micro Ads, Personals,
Positions Wanted, Services, Travel. All advertise-
ments must be consonant with the character of
Science News. Rates . . . single insertion 25¢ a
word. Minimum charge is $5.00. Count 2 extra
words for Box and Numbers. Classified advertis-
ing is payable in advance. Closing date 3 weeks
prior to publication (Saturday).

Employment opportunities are accepted at regular
display rates, subject to agency commission. Mini-
mum size 1 inch. Minimum charge $21.70 per
inch. Rate cards available upon request.

To speed up insertion, address clussified adver-
tising . . . Classified Ads. Science News. 1719 N
Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20036

are accepted for the

BOOKS

MUSHROOMS AND FUNGI. Comprehensive list
free. LEW’s, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran-
cisco, California 94109.

WORKING WITH THE OSCILLOSCOPE AND SEMI-
CONDUCTOR DEVICES, 48 pages—8'2” by 11”"—
Profusely illustrated—$1.50. Electronic Publishing
Co., Box 306 Astor Station, Boston, Mass. 02123

CAMPS

ADVENTURE ON TOMS RIVER for boys 9 to 16.
Sailing emphasized. 50-boat fleet includes 25 sail-
boats. Trips on 63-foot flagship. Music. 2 gyms, 2
athletic fields. Approved summer schoo!. Catalog.
Farragut Naval Camps, Box QC, Toms River, New
Jersey 08753.

CAMP BIOTA—Six weeks exciting fun and knowl-
edge. limited enrollment. Boys 9-14. Natural sci-
ence for academically talented. Private lake, cab-
ins. Wilderness survival, creative indigenous crafts,
canoeing, fishing, swimming, archery, riflery, rid-
ing. Professional staff. A.C.A. Phone Nashville

766-2494. Write: Dr. & Mrs. Forrest N. Evans,
Joelton, Tennessee 37080.
MICRO ADS

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost gov-
ernment $650.00. Send 25¢ for our surplus optics-
electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna, Nahant,
Mass. C1908.

POLAROID Photos half-size, quarter-size, econo-
mize B&W film! Lens adapters ’Film-Pack’’ cameras,
$2.00; ‘‘Swinger’’ adapters, $1.00. Postpaid.
Pyrolon, Box 2183-SN, Austin, Texas 78767

BE
MY GUEST,

BUT
PLEASE...

Only you
can prevent
forest fires!
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