SCIENCE FAIR HEADQUARTERS

CRYSTAL-GROWING KIT

Do a crystallography project illus-
trated with large beautiful crystals
you grow yourself. Kit includes the
book ‘‘Crystals and Crystal Grow-
ing’’ and a generous supply of the
chemicals you need to grow large
display crystals of potassium alumi-
num sulfate (clear), potassium chromium sulfate (pur-
ple), potassium sodium tartrate (clear), nickel sulfate

hexahydrate (blue-green) or heptahydrate (green), po-
tassium ferricyanide (red), and copper acetate (blue-
reen).

gtock No. 70,336Q $9.50 Ppd.

WOODEN SOLID PUZZLES
r 12 Different puzzles that will

{ ’ .. stimulate your ability to think
! and reason. Here is a fasci-
nating assortment of wood puz-

zles that will provide hours of

oy 4 pleasure. "T'welve different puz-
w zles, animals, and geometric
i . forms to take apart and reas-

semble, give a chance for all
the family, young and old, to test skill, patience and,
best of all, to stimulate ability to think and reason.
Stock No. 70,205Q $3.50 Ppd.

GIANT WEATHER BALLOONS

Create a neighborhood sensation. Great
backyard fun. Exciting beach attrac-
tion. Blow up with vacuum cleaner or
auto air hose. Filled with helium £
(available locally) use balloons high in
the sky to attract crowds, advertise
store sales, announce fair openings,
etc. Amateur meteorologists use balloons to measure
cloud height, wind speed, temperature, pressure, humid-
ity at various heights. Photographers can utilize for low-
cost aerial photos. Heavy duty neoprene.

Stock No. 60,568Q________ 8 Diam.._.____._ $2.00 Ppd.
Stock No. 60,632Q 16’ Diam $7.00 Ppd.

NEW WORKING MODEL DIGITAL COMPUTER

Actual Miniature Version of
Giant Electronic Brains

Fascinating new see-through model
computer actually solves problems,
teaches computer fundamentals.

Adds, subtracts, multiplies, shifts,
complements, carries, memorizes,
sequences. Attractively colored rigid
12” x 3%"” x 43", Incl.
assembly diagrams, 32-page instruction
book covering operation, computer language (binary
system) programming, problems and 15 experiments,
Stock No. 70,683Q $5.98 Ppd.

counts,
plastic parts easily assembled.

compares,

step-hy-step

Detailed Programming Booklet Ilor Experiments
$1.00 Ppd.

Stock No. 9080Q

IT’S HERE—
BIG, NEW DIGICOMP 11!

If you think DIGICOMP 1 was some-
thing—wait °til you use DIGICOMP
II! Loads of fun! Terrific challenge!
Actually works like electronic digital
computer but needs no power. Adds,
subtracts, multiplies, divides, memo-
rizes. 1st mechanical computer w/auto.
switch action. 1st model designed for
programming. Speed reduced by factor of million to 1—
you can see what’s happening. Demonstrates new math,
computer techniques,

Stock No. 70,946Q______ (Intro. price)_______$16.00 Ppd.

FLY 9-FT. HOT AIR BALLOON

9 I't. tall. Rises to amazing heights on just
hot air. Supplied with tether attached, so
can be used over and over. Easy to make,
launch, fly. Loads of fun. Great for celebra-
tions, science fairs, plain fun. Will lift
model gliders, parachutes, instruments, etc.
—anything up to 1% 1lb. Approx. 5 ft. diam.
when fully inflated. Kit contains 10 pre-cut red & white
gores (No. 1 model paper), 6 ft. 14-gage wire for bot-
tom ring, top, ‘‘tie-off” cord, complete instructions.
Stock No. 60,691Q $2.00 Ppd.

“FISH"” WITH A WAR SURPLUS MAGNET
Go Treasure Hunting
on the Bottom

(50 Pages)

Great idea! Fascinating fun and sometimes
tremendously profitable! Tie a line to our
5-1b. Magnet—drop it overboard in bay, lake,
river or ocean. Troll it along the bottom—
your ‘‘treasure’’ haul can be outboard motors,
anchors, fishing tackle, all Kkinds of metal
valuables. 5-1b. Magnet is war surplus—Al-
nico V. Type. Govt. cost $50. Lifts over 150 lbs. on
land—much greater weights under water.

Stock No. 70,571Q—5Ih. Magnet . ----$12.50 Ppd.
Stock No. 70.570Q—3'-Ib. size __. ----$ 8.75 Ppd.

Order by Stock No.—Send Check or M.0. Shipment
same day received—Satisfaction or money back.
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FROM MEXICO
Million Fathers Desert

Family desertion by fathers appears
to be growing in Mexico, due to the
combined forces of poverty, rural-
urban migration and machismo—an ex-
aggerated male sense of virility.

Figures on the desertion rate are not
available from official government
sources in Mexico. But the Catholic
church estimates that close to a million
families have been deserted by fathers
over the past two decades, and says the
practice is growing by five percent each
year.

The Church, which has stepped up
the fight against desertions through its
Christian Family Movement, blames
machismo for the abandonments. Par-
ish priests have been instructed to
preach against the “sin of family irre-
sponsibility,” but according to the
Movement itself, the warnings have had
little effect.

“Mexican males, despite their in-
grained Catholicism, unfortunately do
not let this deter them in the sexual
pursuit of females,” says a spokesman.
“They form family alliances, with or
without a formal ceremony, very lightly,
and just as lightly they walk out when
the situation becomes overburdensome,
or there is a younger woman receptive
to their overtures.”

Machismo is a long-standing and
prevalent pattern of behavior in Latin
American countries. Some U.S. investi-
gators have claimed machismo also op-
erates among the lower class poor in
the United States, although this ex-
planation for desertion is not common.

Typically, the machismo male proves
his virility by moving from one woman
to another, breeding children along the
way. Sometimes marriage goes with
the move; sometimes not. According to
the machismo creed, a man drinks hard,
never lets a pal down or brooks an in-
sult, and keeps women in their place,
usually under the threat of a beating.
On occasion, a man may simply retire
from work and collect a harem of wives
who work to support him.

In the view of the Christian Family
Movement, machismo accounts for
much of the delinquency, child begging
and other social troubles in Mexico.

An anthropologist at Howard Univer-
sity in Washington points to an alternate
explanation. Dr. Joan Snyder, who has
spent several years in Mexico and South
America, and who has also studied
poverty in the United States, says male
desertions are closely tied to the stresses
of poverty and rapid urbanization.
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After first studying conditions in a
Mexican village, Dr. Snyder thought
machismo could be to blame for the
desertions. But when she returned to the
United States and viewed the same phe-
nomena in that context of rapid migra-
tion of rural poor to cities, she changed
her mind. “It strikes me now as a
feature of poverty,” says Dr. Synder.

Emil Zubryn

FROM AUSTRALIA
Japan May Share Rocket Range

The Australian Government has of-
fered Japan the use of Woomera missile
range as a launching base for satellites
and sounding rockets engaged in upper
atmospheric research. All of Japan’s
previous launches have been from its
own territory.

The Japanese have reportedly ex-
pressed interest in the offer, but have
made no definite commitment. Aus-
tralia would like the Japanese business
for Woomera to fill the gap which will
be left when ELDO (the European
Launcher Development Organization)
phases out its operations and switches
to French Guiana in the early 1970s.

The first Japanese sounding rockets
were built in 1955. Now the country’s
space efforts are concentrated in a vast
complex at Kagoshima on the tip of
Kyushu Island—a remote spot of still-
smoking volcanoes and a broken land-
scape of hardened lava, where block-
houses and launch pads sprawl over the
hillsides.

All launches are made out to sea,
which prevents recovery of the rockets
and their instrumentation. Australian
sources believe that this may be enough
of a handicap to interest the Japanese
in the use of Woomera’s overland
facilities.

The next item on Japan’s space
schedule is the launch of a large scien-
tific satellite early next year. The satel-
lite is to be carried aloft by a four-stage
Mu booster, reportedly capable of put-
ting up to 3,000 pounds in orbit around
the earth. The country’s three attempted
satellite launches to date, however, have
all ended in failure, and all because of
various malfunctions in the Lambda 4S
booster being used.

Australian facilities at Woomera and
near Canberra have already been used
to help track the Japanese launches,
with antennas up to 85 feet in diameter.
The Australian installations are also
part of the U.S. National Aeronautics
and Space Administration’s worldwide
tracking network.

Future Japanese plans include launch-

(See p. 15)
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