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The NEW Cent-O-Gram, com-
pletely redesigned for 1968,
now offers:

... Magnetic damping for
faster weighings

... A fourth beam that
eliminates the need
for attachment weights

... A redesigned base for
added stability

.. . Insensitivity to out-of-level
conditions (so long as it's
zeroed before using)

. .. A self-storing specific
gravity stand

Serialized pans and pan bows
(the only removable parts)

Freedom from time wasting lev-
elling before use, and arrest-
ment between weighings.

eo. And all for $39.50!

For more information on the
NEW Cent-O-Gram, and other
new Ohaus Balances, please
write.

OHAUS SCALE CORPORATION

1040 COMMERCE AVENUE
UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083

UHAUS

LETTERS

to the editor

Regulating lobsters

Sir:

I would like to comment on your
statement (Lobsters, Warmed and Sim-
ulated; SN: 2/17, p. 169) regarding the
maximum size limit in Maine and Saul
Saila’s computerization of certain as-
sumptions. He has electronically ar-
rived at the same answer which had
been reached biologically many years
ago. The assumption underlying the
regulation was to protect motherhood.

The application of the assumption is
biologically unsound even though it was
excused on the grounds of economic
validity. Proponents of the original bill
were lobster dealers who alleged that
during the depression they were losing
money on the purchase and sale of
large lobsters. Unfortunately, Dr. Her-
rick in his earlier publication, “The
American Lobster,” reached some in-
valid conclusions concerning spawn
stock requirements of the species.

One of the obvious assumptions that
has to be taken by one who believes
fervently in the virtues of the maximum
size limit is that coincident occurrences
after the fact are causal results of the
fact. Maine is the only lobster produc-
ing area in the world that has such a
regulation.

Proponents of the regulation have
attributed the significant increase in
lobster landings in Maine to this regu-
lation rather than to an end of the eco-
nomic depression which afflicted the
fishery between World War I and World
War II. If we accept the assumption
that there is a causal relation between
the two, then we must also accept the
same cause and effect for comparable
increases in lobster production in the
Canadian provinces and in northwest-
ern Europe where the production of
another species of lobster also increased.
For example, the increase in catch in
Maine during World War Il was 169
percent, but the catch of the European
lobster (Homarus vulgaris) in Scotland
increased 172 percent during the same
period.

It was quite obvious biologically that
maximum size regulations had no influ-
ence on fluctuations in abundance in
Maine or elsewhere. I reported the
results of these studies well over a
decade ago. No one in Maine who is
biologically acquainted with lobsters
considers the maximum size regulation
as being anything other than an emo-
tionally inspired regulation.

On another point: The optimum an-
nual temperature listed should be modi-
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fied by a statement, “As measured at

Boothbay Harbor by the U. S. Bureau

of Commercial Fisheries.” The bureau

is very sensitive about omissions of this

type. Also, the reference to optima is

a relative rather than an absolute figure
as you imply in your story.

Robert L. Dow,

Marine Research Director

State Department of Sea and

Shore Fisheries

Augusta, Me.

Address communications to Editor
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

SCIENCE NEWS
BOOK ORDER SERVICE

As a service to our readers, Sci-
ence News has expanded its Book
Order Service. You may order any
U.S. book in print, at the retail
price. We pay postage. There is a
25¢ handling charge if the price is
less than $2. Write, Book Order
Service, Science News, 1719 N St.,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
Include your zip.
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