ETHNOLOGY

Probing the ghetto

Scientists find they are barely scratching the surface
in efforts to understand patterns setting the ghetto apart

Conservative Vice Lords Inc. is a
not-for-profit organization created
to promote self help in our com-
munity. Our goals are to help peo-
ple who need a last chance by
beginning small business, training
programs and community service
programs, which we Conservative
Vice Lords would control and
manage. . . .

That statement came from a former
Chicago gang, a group of some 8,000
to 10,000 young men, mostly in their
twenties and early thirties, who still
control a section of the West Side
ghetto.

Once an old-style gang, the CVL has
become a force for economic and social
progress in its territory. With the

help of private foundation money, the
CVL and two other Chicago groups
have established a financial resources
corporation, through which members
plan to set up small businesses and
plow the proceeds into community im-
provement.

There are other such former gangs in
Los Angeles, San Francisco, New York
and Philadelphia.

They are Black Power in action, says
Harry Cain, chief of the center for
study of metropolitan and regional
mental health problems, a two-year-old
research-action program at the Na-
tional Institute of Mental Health.

The center maintains informal con-
tact with the CVL and Blackstone
Rangers in Chicago, with the 12th and

Oxford Street Filmmakers Inc. in Phila-
delphia and with other city ghetto
youth groups, most of them former
street gangs. “We see them as being
very hopeful . . . potentially useful or-
ganizations,” says Cain.

It was, in fact, the Blackstone Ran-
gers, cooperating with the police and
authorities, that helped keep Chicago’s
South Side ghetto quiet last week, while
the West Side erupted. “They didn’t
do it for establishment reasons or be-
cause they were asked to,” says a scien-
tist close to the situation there. “They
did it out of their own concern for
community conservation.”

Such groups are one of the best
sources of organizational strength in
ghettos, critically short on organization.
“Any concept of mental health has to
include an element of mastery over the
environment,” Cain points out. “These
people are trying to take the environ-
ment into their own hands.”

The last word has not been said on
Black Power, or on race, or on social
conflict. Social scientists have only be-
gun to study these issues with a range
of research projects aimed at the
ghetto. The answers will begin appear-
ing later this year. (see p. 390)
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BOOKS

FERNS, LICHENS, Mosses, Liverworts. Compre-
hensive lists. LEW'S, 2510 Van Ness Avenue,
San Francisco, Calif. 94109.

CAMPS

HIGH/SCOPE—Arts and Science camp for
youth 11-16 who wish to learn, to create, to
experience. David P, Weikart, Ph.D., 1305 Sher-
man, Ypsilanti, Michigan 48197.

BOSTON UNIVERSITY SARGENT CAMP. Coed,
8-16. 6 weeks. Private lake, varied program.
Special conservation group. University spon-
?\‘orad g&%asupemsed. RFD #2, Peterborough,

ADVENTURE ON TOMS RIVER for boys 9 to 16.
Sailing emphasized. 50-boat fleet includes 25
sailboats. Trips on 63-foot flagship. Music.
2 gyms, 2 athletic fields. Approved summer
school. Catalog. Farragut Naval Camps, Box
QC, Toms River, New Jersey 08753.

CAMP BIOTA—Six weeks exciting fun and
knowledge. Boys 9-14. Natural science for ac-
ademically talented. Lake, cabins. Survival,
creative indigenous crafts, canoeing, fishing,
swimming, archery, riflery, riding. Professional
staff. A.C.A. Nashville 615-766-2494. Dr. and
Mrs. Forrest N. Evans, Joelton, Tennessee 37080.

CAMPS

PERSONALS

BECKET ADVENTURES, boys, 13-15. 62 week
program including canoe trip down Connecti-
cut River collecting data for water pollution
report. Unique summer stimulates learning:
geography, conservation, camping, survival
skills. Write: JOHN E. WOLTER, HEADMASTER,
BECKET ACADEMY, EAST HADDAM, CONNEC-
TICUT 06423.

MICRO ADS

PETS & TROPICAL FISH . . . Live Seahorses,
marine specimens, aquarium supplies. lllus-
trated catalog 15c. Marine, Box 248-106, Dania,
Florida 33004.

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost
government $650.00. Send 25c for our surplus
optics-electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna,
Nahant, Mass. 01908.

PLASTIC BINDERS—Bind 25-100 page reports,
resumes, theses, etc., WITHOUT staples (no
equipment needed). Eight colors, easy to use.
Send $1.00 for eight samples, catalog sheets,
prices. Complete line covers, plain or im-
printed. INKWELL PRINTING, 1220 Hertel,
Buffalo, N.Y. 14216.

ADDING MACHINE—$2.95 postpaid. The in-
credible ABACUS, famous little old calculator
also multiplies and divides. Practical, easy to
operate, rivals electric machines. Instructions
included. Satisfaction or money back. Order
yours today. Universal Electric, Inc. Box 1319,
Sandusky, Ohio. 44870.

PERSONALS

MONEY—SPARE TIME OPPORTUNITY. WE PAY
CASH FOR NOTHING but your opinions, writ-
ten from home, about samples of our clients’
products. Nothing to sell, canvass or learn.
NO SKILLS. NO EXPERIENCE. Just honesty.
Details from: RESEARCH 669, Mineola, N. Y.
11502. Dept. LE-21-A.

WAS NERO A GOOD EMPEROR? Did Vikings
settle in Rhode Island? Was Stonehenge built
by Minoans? Read about it in ARCHAEOLOGY
NEWSLETTER, packed with little-known facts,
new finds and insights, photos, travel tips.
Ncw_in 4th year. Send $5 for 10 issues, or $2
for 3-issue trial to OTTO F. REISS, Publisher,
Box W, 243 E. 39th, New York, N.Y. 10016.

THE FUTURIST, published bimonthly by World
Future Society, reports scientists’ forecasts for
coming decades. Subscription: $5 yearly. Box
19285-S, Twentieth Street Station, Washington,
D. C. 20036.

POSITIONS

TEACHERS—EXPERIENCED: Chicago_ Suburban
high school district needs teachers in all sub-
jects for 1968-69, Contact: Ralph J. Frost, Jr.,
Assistant Superintendent, Maine Township High
School District No. 207, Dempster Street and
Potter Road, Park Ridge, lllinois 60068.

SCHOOLS

SPECIAL SUMMER SCIENCE WORKSHOP. June
23-Aug. 10. Coed, 14-18. Boarding & Day. Un-
usual opportunity to participate in actual re-
search. Advanced study, review of h.s. sub-
jects. Sports, trips. Write: J. Adams, Cam-
bridge School of Weston, Massachusetts 02193.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND

LECTURER IN SOIL SCIENCE

The University invites applications for the
position of Lecturer in Soil Science in the
Department of Agriculture. Applicants should
have an appropriate degree. Research interests
should preferably be within the fields of aggre-
gation mechanisms or nitrogen and phosphate
fertilizer reactions but consideration will be
given to applicants with interests in other
branches of soil science. The appointee would
be part of a well equipped research team of
four staff members and approximately 10 post-
graduate students.

The salary range for a Lecturer
4x250, 3x300-$A7300.

The University provides Superannuation simi-
lar to F.S.S.U., Housing Assistance, Study
Leave and Travel Grants.

Additional information and application forms
will be supplied upon request to the Registrar,
University of Queensland, St. Lucia, Brisbane,
4067. Applications close on 30th April.

C. J. CONNELL, Registrar
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Stodolsky and Lesser

Ethnic groups show distinctive patterns of mental ability; curves within each group run parallel, regardless of class.

There is now, for instance, a debate
brewing over the old concept of eth-
nology; it owes much of its renewed life
to the emergence of black conscious-
ness and the kind of independence the
former gangs are showing.

The idea—that lower class Negroes
are culturally distinct from whites—
was once an instrument of white rac-
ism. Now it has grabbed the imagina-
tions of both Black Nationalists and a
number of social scientists who search
for cultural differences while assigning
no racial superiority or inferiority to
them.

Scientists with a cultural view now
challenge the bulk of poverty research
linking ghetto life with social pathology.
Instead they seek ethnic patterns to ex-
plain differences between whites and
lower class Negroes in language and
family structure. Middle-class Negroes
are now being seen as people who have
had to reject their own identity to enter
a white-dominated culture.

“This is terribly exciting to black na-
tionalists,” says Dr. Stephen Baratz, a
psychologist with NIMH’s metropolitan
study center.

“You mention cultural differences to
a middle-class Negro and he will call
you a racist. But ask a Black National-
ist, ‘Why don’t you be like us?’ and he
thinks you’re a racist.”

By not taking cultural differences
into account, the social sciences have
acted out a subtle form of racism, Dr.
Baratz believes. “They have given the
Negro a really unfair break by com-
paring him to whites when his intelli-
gence and cognitive abilities are dif-
ferent from whites.”

“Ghetto residents are going to dis-
cover that social scientists haven’t done
them any favors,” warns Cain.

They have looked at the Negro fam-
ily structure in ghettos and called it

pathological because it does not follow
white patterns, says Cain. “All kinds
of blame are assigned to it.” But it is
also possible that the family structure
reflects a different cultural strain. Lack-
ing a tight family unit, the child is able
to spread out his family to a far greater
extent than are whites. He finds foster
uncles and aunts and these adults re-
ciprocate. “There may be strengths in
the ghetto that are not receiving any
attention.”

Similarly, Dr. Baratz and his wife,
Dr. Joan C. Baratz, a linguist, propose
that Negro dialect is not poor English,
but a separate dialect, distinctive in
structure and syntax.

Refusal of schools to recognize those
differences have made poor readers out
of children who could learn to read
quite well, if taught standard English
as a second language, they believe.

And the educational community was
much attracted this year by a Harvard
University study on the mental patterns
of four ethnic groups—Chinese, Jews,
Negroes and Puerto Ricans. Each
group, regardless of classes within it,
had its own distinctive pattern of men-
tal abilities, Drs. Susan S. Stodolsky
and Gerald S. Lesser discovered, and
they conclude that the task may now
be to provide ethnic groups with spe-
cific education which maximizes the
abilities of each, “even at the expense
of magnifying differences among the
groups.”

However very little research has yet
been done to document serious cultural
distinctions between white and black
Americans.

On the other hand, a good deal of
poverty-oriented research is around to
link poor economic conditions, particu-
larly underemployment of Negro men,
with despair, broken families, disturbed
children and other ghetto ills.
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The poverty research may have been
through white-clouded glasses, as cul-
tural advocates claim; nevertheless, if
the people of the ghettos share the
values of the larger society, conditions
there cannot be salutory.

They do share those values, argues
Dr. Elliot Liebow, anthropologist at
NIMH and author of “Tally’s Corner,”
a study of Negro streetcorner men. The
young lower-class Negro wants the
same things a white man wants—a wife,
children and the means to support
them, says Dr. Liebow. The much
talked-about disorganization in ghetto
family life cannot be a valid cultural
pattern, since the people themselves do
not like it or want it.

The humiliated man on Tally’s
Corner and the proud man from Chi-
cago bent on raising his community by
the bootstraps seem from different
planets. Instead they are from the
same society. The sharp distinctions
social scientists now see in ghetto life
only indicate- how little they really
know about it.

On this kind of problem, the riot
commission report casts little light.

As a social science document the
commission report is weak, particularly
in its understanding of ghetto residents;
but as an expose of social injustice, it
is powerful and it reached the public
conscience at a critical point.

But now that the injustice has been
exposed, there remains the deeper goal
—the wiping out of racial barriers.
That task will require research on broad
social and educational fronts.

If the United States should commit
itself to the task of building a peaceful
integrated society, social science will
become critical. But before policy
makers and social scientists can work
together, they may have their own con-
flicts to resolve. P. McB.



