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ARCHAEOLOGY

Prehistoric find |
in Yorkshire

Search for a Roman outpost reveals remains
of Bronze and Iron Age civilizations

by F. C. Livingstone

East Yorkshire is one of the least
explored areas in England so far as
Roman remains are concerned, although
on its western extremity lies the great
city of Eburacum (now York) the
Roman’s northern headquarters for 400
years and the place where Constantine
was declared Caesar early in the 4th
century.

The Romans had come to Britain as
conquerors, aiming to extract the maxi-
mum profit from the territories they
overran. That is why they concentrated
their attention on areas which would
provide that profit. East Yorkshire was
not one of those.

Between York and the coast, at least
40 miles away, the Romans built only
forts to guard their route to their ports
at Scarborough and Bridlington. They
left the native tribes in the hills to their
own devices, because they were harm-
less and had nothing that appeared to be
worth taking.

So the 12,000 square miles of East
Yorkshire offer little in the shape of
Roman remains of the type that abound
in richer parts of the country.

And, since they have been unpromis-
ing sites of Roman ruins, the easiest
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kind of archaeology to do in Britain,
they have not been well searched for
whatever else of early Britain they
might hold.

But, argues James Bartlett, director
of the Kingston-upon-Hull Museums,
there should be traces of their occupa-
tion apart from those in the crossroads
forts at Delgovicia (now Millington)
and Derventio (Malton). Those forts
would call for outposts or watchtowers
at strategic points and, although the
Parisi, the local Celts, had arrived 500
years before as peaceful immigrants
fleeing stronger tribes in northern Eu-
rope, there was the ever-present fear of
invasion by Norsemen, Jutes, Angles
and Saxons.

Bartlett started an intensive survey of
the area between his own city, which
had been unknown to the Romans,
and the nearest fort at Millington. He
knew, of course, that the Romans had
had a road from York to North Fer-
riby, where there was a ferry across the
wide Humber to the Lincolnshire coast
and eastern England, which might also
have its watching posts.

At Walkington, north of North
Ferriby and some eight miles from

Bartlett: Shards from Parisi settlement.

Hull, Bartlett found traces of a long-
forgotten road running across what is
now rich farmland. With permission
from the landowner, he assembled a
volunteer team and started an archaeo-

september 20, 1969/vol. 96/science news/245

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to éfr 7
Science News. RINOJY

I

®

WWw.jstor.org



Space Watchers!
NOW AVAILABLE:

35mm slides, 44 in color, 4 in black & white; 8”x10”
black & white photos of all 48 slides; 7 selected
8”x10” color photographs; 11”x14” color prints of the
crew of Apollo 11. Authentic, historical pictures of
Man's Landing on The Moon!

35mm Slides...44 in color, 4 black & white...
packed 4 to a sleeve for $1.00.
Complete set of 12 sleeves, 48 slides,

the Sat .., esbessessssssisscnsennsessnnns $12.00
7 Selected actual color photographs of the Moon Land-
R L e B e s S S S $2.50

11”x14” Color Print of the Crew of Apollo 11....$1.00

Jigsaw Puzzle made from the 11”x14” print of the Crew
o RPN 1o s cvecsonsansssnnnsussomnanaen $1.25

Please add 25¢ for handling and mailing. Add $1.00
for overseas shipments, Make check or money order to:

SPACE PHOTOS

Dept. SN 4—2608 Sunset Blvd., Houston, Tex. 77005
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‘& | NEW GIANT 148-PAGE
CATALOG FREE!

Completely new, 1969 ed. New items, catego-
ries, illustrations, easy-to-read pages with
nearly 4000 unusual bargains. Enormous selec-
tion of Astronomical Telescopes, Microscopes,
Binoculars, Magnifiers, Lenses, Prisms, parts,
I accessories, math learning aids, do-it-your-

self kits, exciting exclusives. Write for free Catalog “‘Q.”"
0 EDSCORP BUILDING
EOMUND SCIENTIFIC C0., BRRRINGTON. N-J. 08007

Your child must memorize all
his multiplication tables
to pass in NEW MATH

SuperJet

OVER 2000° F.
SOLID FUEL

\,‘%\
BLOWTORCH ' ¢

A Jet Age Creation

NO PREHEATING — STARTS AT ONCE.
You can solder, silver solder, braze,
anneal or harden, form slass with
this amazing new torch. Non-explo- At
sive! FAST, CLEAN and SAFE. Each tablet gives
high heat for ten minutes, can be extinguished &
relighted. Lifetime guarantee. Schr

Jet and 12 tablets (2-hour supply) s 25
with directions ...

Extra tube of 12 tablets 50c.

THE BIRK MFG. CO.
Box 297, Waterford, Conn. 06385

N

Post Paid
No C.0.D.
please

9043 S. Western, HSH-497

20x50
$26.97

S-A-V-E

Tremendous ‘)owcr brings
objects 20 times closer
. « « about THREE TIMES
me':r of ordinary binocu-
ars!

Regular List $49.95

make these binoculars easy
to hold and focus.
30 DAY FREE TRIAL

United Binocular Co.
9043 S. Western, HSH-397
Chicago, 1ll. 60620

Dealers Wanted

TWO WEEK FREE TRIAL

Just send name—no money!

Musical Multiplication Records

teach all the tables from 2's through 12’s as easily as the words of a song!

Help your child do better in arithmetic—
especially in the New Math—Dby getting him
these new multiplication records. Modern
Math teachers insist on children memorizing
their tables. Now even children of pre-school
age can easily learn all the tables from 2’s
through 12’s simply by playing these records.

No urging needed from parents. Children
love these records. Each table has its own
catchy tune and jingles. And the man on the
record quizzes your child so the tables stick
in his memory. He must know his tables to
learn long division, fractions and decimals.

Send No Money. Just send coupon and the
records will be mailed to you postage pre-
paid. If returned within two weeks after
receipt, you owe nothing. If kept, pay only
$9.95, price in full. Bremner Records, Dept.
N-207, Wilmette, Illinois 60091.

School Principal writes: ‘““Your records have a unique
teaching approach and a good one. Our pupils are
taking new interest in their tables. Excellent as a
home-tutoring aid.”

A. Blair Owens, Principal, Lewiston
Elementary School, Lewsiton, Pa.

Parent writes: “All three of my children used your
records and in 6 weeks had learned all the tables from
2's through 12's. Best investment I ever made.”

A. J. Perez, Parsons, Kansas

I_Bremner Records, Dept. N-207 _|
Wilmette, Illinois 60091

Please mail, postage prepaid, one complete set
of the Musical Multiplication Records. I may
return them any time within two weeks after I
receive them and owe nothing. If I keef) them l
I will honor your invoice for §9.95 in full. ]

246/science news/vol. 96/september 20, 1969

. . . Pre-Roman

logical dig on the site.

He found traces of the Romans very
quickly. Over 750 Roman coins were
uncovered. Then he also found eleven
skeletons in a group, all decapitated,
with their skulls thrown a distance away.
They were all Roman legionnaires, who
had probably been taken unaware by
Angle invaders in the 400’s A.D. Deeper
on the same site came earlier relics of
the Romans, back to their first years in
Britain.

But Bartlett was not satisfied. He cal-
culated that the Romans, since there
was nothing for them to take from the
area, had not spent money on building
but had made use of what they found
there. The district had been populated
by the Parisi and even earlier tribes
for centuries before. He knew that there
had been a prehistoric causeway from
North Ferriby, which had been the
northern Humber ferry point for half
a millennium before the Romans came,
and that the prehistoric tribes had found
gold nearby, at what the Romans later
called Petuaria.

Digging deeper into the Roman out-
post, he found Bronze Age artifacts in
profusion, including a gold bracelet.
There were weapons and prehistoric
pottery shards. It was a Bronze Age
barrow.

At that point last season’s dig had to
stop because the farmer wanted his land
back for this year’s crops. But the
harvest will be in by October, when
Bartlett will start again. As a result
of fieldwork and scrutiny of air photo-
graphs by Dr. D. P. Brachi, a new site
for a dig has been found nearby. Sur-
face collecting has produced a quantity
of prehistoric pottery. The ware is of
coarse fabric, heavily gritted. It is likely
to prove to be either of Late Neolithic
or of Early Bronze Age date.

A trial cutting confirmed the ex-
istence of an Iron Age earthwork about
300 feet to the north. More finds of pre-
historic pottery were found preserved
under the slump of the bank and with
them, in the same old land surface, was
the upper part of the blade of a Middle
Bronze Age dirk, dating from between
1,400 and 1,000 B.C.

About 100 feet from the first barrow
to be uncovered another has been found,
complete with burial urns—the custom
then was to cremate the dead and inter
the ashes in food pots. Further east,
there are traces of a long barrow.

The spread of pottery, together with
the barrows and the earthwork suggests
the existence of a prehistoric settlement.
When the dig restarts this fall, it is ex-
pected that much more will be learned
of what was going on in East Yorkshire
1,000 or 1,500 years before the Romans
came. <



