(Letters, from p. 18)

label their products in metric units.

Why not do as Mr. Roohr suggests?
If the few objections you receive are
convincing enough, then revert to the
policy of denying the rest of us the
pleasure of reading measurements based

on a logically sound system, metric.
Arthur G. Ehrlich
Buffalo, N.Y.

I should like to second Mr. Roohr’s

proposal. I've just completed a manu-

script revision of my book in which I

have changed the British equivalents

to the metric system, using parentheses

including the British equivalents the

first time a measure was introduced. 1

agree that this change would be very
helpful.

Leonard A. Maynard

Graduate School of Nutrition

Cornell University

Ithaca, N.Y.

Mr. Peter E. Roohr's proposal (SN:
5/25, p. 492) to use both the metric
system and its British equivalent in
Science News is an excellent idea.

It was not until starting to take
physics courses in college that I became
familiar with the metric system. Ac-
cording to your reader survey last year,
Science News is subscribed to by many
adult professionals and read by many
young people; use of the metric system
would give them a great advantage on
undertaking high school or college pro-
grams in science related fields.

Wayne H. Warren Jr.
Bell Telephone Laboratories
Murray Hill, N.J.

The conversion to a metric system
should be as smooth as possible. Our
youngsters, being exposed to both grad-
uations for as long as practical, will be
better able to cope with the metric
standards as well as giving the old
timers a chance to absorb a “feel” for
the new system.
R. W. Gilson
Sherwood Medical Industries, Inc.
St. Louis, Mo.

Mr. Roohr advocates that SCIENCE
NEews adopt the use of both metric and
British units. I support that position
which is essentially the editorial policy
adopted by Nasa several years ago.
NASA reports use measurements taken
in the U.S. Customary Units and paren-
thetically give the equivalents in the
International System of Units (sI).
Details concerning the use of sI units
are given in NAsA report sp-7012, 1964,
which would make a very convenient
reference for your readers.
Charles H. Fox Jr.
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration
Langley Research Center

I think this is a great idea! Please do
everything you can do to promote the
use of the metric system in this country.
William H. Seaton

Tennessee Eastman Co.

Kingsport, Tennessee

The sooner we all convert, the better.
The use of footnotes for the British
equivalents (instead of parentheses)
might make reading an article easier for
those who are already familiar with the
metric system.
John R. Vig
Piscataway, N.J.

Such a change could be an important

factor in the effort to get rid of the
present intolerable amalgam.

Louis Baldwin

Sandia Laboratory

Albuquerque, N. Mex.

(We received more letters on this sub-
ject than we have on any in the short
history of our letters column. We were
unable to print all we received, and
mean no slight by the omission of some.
These are more than a sample. They
are an exact representation of the unani-
mous accord on the issue and are a
valuable contribution to our constant
effort to refine and improve SCIENCE
NEws. Ed.)
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fllms OF THE WEEK

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for projessional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

CAN HUMAN NATURE BE CHANGED?
16mm, color, sound, 24 min. Each human being
})erceives the world in a way that is different
rom every other. Discusses the role of the
brain in behavior, the role of memory and
whether chemicals can influence it, and whether
the unused portions of the brain could be put
to use. Audience: general. Purchase $300 from
Graphic Curriculum Inc.,, P.O. Box 565, Lenox
Hill Station, New York, N.Y. 10021.

FLIES EYES. 16mm, b&w, sound, 30 min.
Report on the use of flies to study the neu-
rological aspects of vision as a part of a broad
study on how human beings acquire, use, and
transmit information. Experiment is shown which
involves the rement of changes in elec-
trical current within a living fly’s brain when
it sees diflerent patterns. Aud.ence: general. Pur-
chase $150 or rental $5.90 from NET Film Ser-
vice, Indiana University, Audio-Visual Center,
Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

GIFT OF LIFE/RIGHT TO DIE. 16mm, b&w,
sound, 15 min. A filmed essay on medical ethics
which covers four types of decisions involving
the life or death of a patient. Moral decisions
involved in making organ transplants are dis-
cussed, and physicians describe occasions which
a choice must be made to revive one patient
rather than another. Audience: general. Purchase
$100 or rental $4.15 from NET Film Service,
Indiana University, Audio-Visual Center, Bloom-
ington, Ind. 47401.

HYPNOSIS: MYTH OR MEDICINE? 16mm,
b&w, sound, 30 min. A report on the use of
hypnosis by British physicians and dentists and
the possible benefits and dangers involved. Scenes
show sypnosis being used for anesthesia and to
relieve symptoms of anxiety. Conclusion is that
nobody can explain what hypnotism is and what
it does. Audience: general. Rental $5.40 or one
year lease $50 from NET Film Service, Indiana
University, Audio-Visual Center, Bloomington,
Ind. 47401.

CLASSIFIED

Classified advertisements are accepted for the
following classifications: Books, Business Op-
portunities, Camps, Colleges, Micro Ads, Per-
sonals, Positions Wanted, Schools, Services,
Travel. All advertisements must be consonant
with the character of Science News.

Rates . . . single insertion 30c_a word. Min-
imum charge is $6.00. For multiple insertions,
write for rate card. Classified advertising is
payable in advance. Closing date 4 weeks prior
to publication (Saturday).

Employment opportunities are accepted at
regular display rates, subject to agency com-
mission. Minimum size 1 inch. Minimum
charge $23.80 per inch. Rate cards available
upon request.

To speed up insertion, address classified ad-
vertising . . . Classified Ads, Science News,
1719 N Street, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20036.

BOOKS

ALGAE, PLANKTON, Limnology Comprehensive
lists. Lew’s, 2510 Van Ness Avenue, San Fran-
cisco, Calif. 94109.

MICRO ADS

METEORITES FOR SALE. (Whole, Iron), size
14" to 2”. Send for free price list. Muschalek
17.9a7b502ratory, 1104 Apache, McCamey, Texas

FAIRCHILD SEQUENCE CAMERA $75.00. Cost

government $650.00. Send 25c for our surplus

optics-electronics 82 page catalog. Meshna,
ahant, Mass. 01908.
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THE NEXT ISSUE of
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