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With artificial satellites already launched and
space travel almost a reality, astronomy has
become today's fastest growing hobby.
Explqring the skies with a telescope is a
relaxing diversion for father and son alike.
UNITRON's handbook contains full-page
illustrated articles on astronomy, observing,
telescopes and accessories. Itis of interest
to both beginners and advanced amateurs.
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Are You
A Bore?

A noted publisher in Chicago reports a
simple technique of everyday conversa-
tion which can pay you real dividends
in social and business advancement and
works like magic to give you poise, self-
confidence and greater popularity.

According to this publisher, many
people do not realize how much they
could influence others simply by what
they say and how they say it. Whether
in business, at social functions, or even
in casual conversations with new ac-
quaintances there are ways to make a
good impression every time you talk.

To acquaint the readers of this pub-
lication with the easy-to-follow rules for
developing skill in everyday conversa-
tion, the publishers have printed full de-
tails of their interesting self-training
method in a new booklet, “Adventures in
Conversation,” which will be mailed free
to anyone who requests it. No obligation.
Send your name, address and zip code
to: Conversation, 835 Diversey Parkway,
Dept. 540-017, Chicago, Ill. 60614. A
postcard will do.— (Adv.)

LETTERS

to the editor

Pulsars and print

Sir:

Frankly I like one lesson of the pul-
sars article (SN:6/8 p. 546), which is
that people should not rush into print
on hot subjects and publish their re-
sults in the newspapers. I have felt for
some time that although astronomy is
fascinating to the public, it suffers from
a great deal of overexposure, especially
because of the dramatic new results
being obtained. I cannot blame only
the scientists involved, since I feel that
some overpressure does come from the
good science news writers, and possibly
even from your type of publication.

My feeling is that science, in fact, is
badly in need of good reporting, and
should be communicated to the public
clearly and fully as possible. However,
science does not consist of the dramatic
announcement of a discovery, wheth-
er the discovery is right or wrong. It is
a slow accumulation, and, in fact, its
method must be opposite to those that
are involved in the search for news.
Your last paragraph represents the kind
of criticism I would make of the scien-
tists involved, but I do not feel that they
are wholly to blame.

Jesse L. Greenstein
California Institute
of Technology
Pasadena

Papago creator

Sir:

In (SN: 5/25, p. 499) you printed
an article describing the complex of
astronomical instruments on Kitt Peak.
This is a nice description of some of the
instruments and work done there; how-
ever, you fail to resist throwing in some
cute statements about the Papago In-
dians, which aside from being irrelevant
are grossly inaccurate. In particular, I

refer to your description of i:t'oi (Ee-

ee-toi) as a god of clouds or storms.

I:t'oi is the Papago creator spirit and

not a god in our sense of the word, and

he most certainly is not some Indian
transform of Thor or Jupiter.

William W. Pilcher

Department of Anthropology

University of lllinois,

Urbana

An accurate picture

Sir:

It was with great interest that I read
your article (SN: 6/8, p. 555), describ-
ing our research on the responsiveness
to cognitive demands of three-year-old,
mildle-class and Puerto Rican children.
My colleagues and I agree that the arti-
cle presented an accurate picture of our
research design and findings.

Margaret E. Hertzig, M.D.
N.Y. University

Medical Center

New York

1.Q. and the spark

Sir:

Referring to your article (SN: 5/18,
p.- 479), “Creativity: Testing for the
Spark”:

I have worked with high school stu-
dents in their pursuit and preparation
of science projects for quite a number
of years. From experience, I couldn’t
agree more with the factors you stated
in the article for determining creativity
and predicting success. I have found
that a minimum 1.Q. was essential but
it was really these factors of persistence,
independence and originality that were
evident in the students who went on to
win awards, who were really successful
in college and in a scientific career after
college.

(See Letters, p. 78)
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