IS THERE A CHEMIST IN THE HOUSE??

Only $4.00 Plus $1.00 p.p.
Will bring 49 “PLUS" indi-
vidual, assorted, items of
standard quality laboratory
apparatus: glassware, porce-
lain, rubber, plastic, etc.,
etc. Value? 2 to 3 times our
offer. None dangerous. No
junk. One surprise item.
tock limited. Products Bulletin 50c.

HARRY ROSS &t heca seen iy,
GRADWOHL

School of Laboratory Technique

Be a medical lab technician! Big de-
mand, good salaries. One-year course
for H.S. grads. Enter monthly, Co-ed.
Internationally known. M.D. super-
vised. G.I. approved. Placement ser-
vice. Catalog:
Stanley Reitman, M.D.,

3528 Lucas Ave.. St. Louis, Mo. 63103

?

AUTHORS WANTED BY
NEW YORK PUBLISHER

Your book can be published, promoted, distrib-
uted by a reliable company on a subsidized
basis. Fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly, sci-
entific and even controversial manuscripts wel-
comed. For Free Booklet write Vantage Press,
Dept. T8, 120 W. 31 St., New York 10001.

—MEET THE HEAVENS!
LUNAR MAP: 10” chart in 2 colors identifies
326 mountains, seas, craters. 25 cents
POPULAR STAR ATLAS: All stars to mag-
nitude 5% charted in book form. $2.50
Write for new free catalogue N.

SKY AND TELESCOPE can'.’fgg?ai:&ass.

$A98 POST PAID WITH
4 e SIX QUAIL EGGS
($3.25 Without Eg%s.)‘
You get the new clear plastic
dome  CHICK-BATOR with 6
Bobwhite Quail Eggs (available
*year-round) and Egg tchers
o S Guide Book. Complete ~— noth-
NP 4 ing else to buy. Send check or
. Money Order today .
€.0.F. MFG. C0., DEPT. CL, BOX 152, SAVANNAH, EA.

Cut Almost Any Material I
With NAVAL Round Saw
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Cut materials =

you never I
could cut with

a circular saw I

before. Brass, copper, ceramic tile, alumi- |

num; sheet metal, slate, stone, fiberglass, |

brick, cement, stainless and other steels |

{even a file). |

ROUND SAW has silicon carbide grains |

embedded in an open weave nylon mesh. |

No sharp teeth grab the work and throw it |

back at user. A great sanding disc too. Sand |

and shape all metals, wood, tile, glass, re- |

move paint, rust, etc. This 7-inch saw comes |

with 5-in. rubber disc for sanding use, 12" I

shank arbor, 2 steel flanges. 1

O1 e $513 @ $4.50 eas 1

(total $13.50) I

06 @ $4 ea. (total $24) I

I 0 24 @ $3.50 eq. (total $84) all ppd. |
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Order by Mail
MEREDITH SEPARATOR CO.

Dept. YSN
310 West 9th St., Kansas City, Mo. 64105
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LETTERS

to the editor

Some like it hard

Sir:

Re Mr. Miessner’s letter (SN: 7/13,
p- 28): I agree wholeheartedly with
him. Whereas in past years I felt I had
some understanding of most of your
articles, this is certainly no longer true.
I suspect that great numbers of your
lay readers are not so sophisticated
about science as you assume.

I must assume, for instance, that the
work done with an accelerator is very
significant and important to mankind,
but if scientists do no better at explain-
ing to Congress why they need such
things as a 200-400 GeV machine than
you do in explaining the value and rudi-
ments of such things to your lay readers,
it is little wonder that the President and
Congress are less and less enthusiastic
about funds for basic scientific research.

Please allow me to change the sub-
ject. I hope you keep plugging with the
powers that be for formal adoption of
the metric system.

Lila Andreasen
Los Angeles, Calif.

I think ScIENCE NEWwS is just the
right level for its purpose, namely, to
enable those who are not working full
time in the sciences to keep up on
what is going on. As you see, I am
teaching ancient languages. From early
years on I have enjoyed the sciences,
and surely am grateful for your splendid
help in keeping up with the chief de-
velopments. The level is just right, not
too technical, but sufficiently so. My
only suggestion would be to add refer-
ences to articles in the technical jour-
nals along with each of your principal
summaries, not necessarily with all.

Rev. Wm. G. Most
Dept. of Latin and Greek
Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa

I too feel you have lost much of the
appeal your magazine formerly had.
Please refer to issues of about five years
ago. You will surely note the difference.
Shorter, more easily understood articles
are there.

Your magazine has performed a great
service to those of us who are interested
and wish to try to keep up with the
fast moving world of today. If you are
writing for a “sophisticated lay audi-
ence” I feel you are missing it.

Mrs. L. J. Forney
McLean, Va.

Mr. Miessner feels that “you con-
stantly write over the heads of your
readers. . . .” I most emphatically dis-
agree. I am a senior in an engineering
school, a major in mathematics, and I
have always found your articles inter-
esting and informative. It does not seem
as if they are directed to the highly
specialized Ph.D.’s. I completely agree
with your aims and feel that SCIENCE
NEws is adequately fulfilling them. I
do not know what type of magazine
Miessner wants, but please maintain the
current level of sophistication.

Your coverage of general news that
relates to scientific fields should receive
special recognition. It is important that
scientists and engineers understand the
effects of their work on the social sci-
ences and related fields.

David A. Kriegman
Florida Institute of Technology
Melbourne

I’m with Mr. Miessner.
H. V. Lamberti
Reno, Nev.

(See Letters, p. 129)
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How would it be if your
income paid only ¥
of your expenses?

it would be like running
a college.

Because tuition pays
only about '/ of what
it costs a college

to educate a student.

2
s
s

The other 2/2?

It must come from
other sources =
including you.

Give to the college
of your choice.

RT COUNCIL FOR
5‘€ % FINANCIAL
< o AID TO
COUNCY  EDUCATION

Published as a public service in cooperation
with The Advertising Council and the
Council for Financial Aid to Education.

Letters, from p. 128

As an adult school administrator, one
who is concerned with the gamut of
recorded knowledge, I have yet to find
a publication which provides scientific
information for the sophisticated lay-
man in such readable form, in such
great quantities, and in so many fields
as does SCIENCE NEws. I take issue with
Mr. Miessner and request that SCIENCE
NEews continue its fine service with the
present format and at the present read-
ing vocabulary level.

Robert W. Rupert, Principal
Venice Adult School
Los Angeles City School Dist.

I must agree with Mr. Miessner. For
many years, yours is the only one of 15
periodicals which come to my home,
which I have always read every syllable
of. The old SCIENCE NEws LETTER was
quite unsophisticated, and I feel that its
upgrading was good at the start of
SciENCE NEws. At that time I was still
able to read and understand everything.
But during the past year, I am sorry,
but only about half of your periodical
gets through to me anymore.

Parker Johnstone
Burlingame, Calif.

After many years of enjoyment and
ease of reading, SCIENCE NEws has
changed and I find it more difficult to
read.

W. R. Cummings
Hoyt Lakes, Minn.

I find your magazine one of the most
information packed “little magazines,”
meaning something one can browse
through during a coffee break, being
published. Contrary to Mr. Meissner’s
criticism of pedantic explanations of
current science developments, I find
your accurate reporting to be invalu-
able. As one who’s academic education
was in the humanities, but who is now
processing technical information in a
research library for use by scientists and
students of science, your interdisciplin-
ary overview is very helpful. Every dis-
cipline has its own jargon so that a dic-
tionary does not always help one dis-
cover the point of view necessary to
understanding. An additional advantage
of reading your magazine is that it
makes conversation with my own high
school and college age children possible.

Mrs. Lewis L. Parker
Oroville, Calif.

T am a Brazilian student who has been
studying in the U.S. for the past three
years and have experienced no difficulty
in comprehending your clear, concise
articles.

(see Letters, p. 130)

filMS o re weex

Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agriculture for professional, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

ACTION AND REACTION. 16mm, color, sound,
15 min. Newton’s Third Law is developed in a
logical series of demonstrations and experiments.
Whenever possible, familiar materials are used,
but special techniques are also used to indicate
the presence of forces affecting solid objects. Be-
fore each experiment, hypothetical results are
proposed and illustrated, and viewer is asked to
choose one, Audience: High school, college.
Purchase $180 from Film Associates, 11559 Santa
Monica Blvd., Los Angeles, Calif. 90025.

BIRDS THAT MIGRATE. 16mm, color or b&w,
sound, 16 min. Birdbanding and other records
have established four great migratory flyways
across North America. Migrants using these
routes are illustrated by 27 species, including the
Blue-Winged Teal, which is traced from its breed-
ing grounds in Manitoba to its winter home in
Mexico. Difficulties encountered by the teal on
their 1,000-mile flight are typical of such
migratory flights. Audience: Junior high. Pur-
chase color $180 or b&w $90 from Coronet Films,
65 E. South Water St., Chicago, Ill. 60601.

FROM POT TO PSYCHEDELICS. 16mm, b&w,
sound, 32 min. Provides a look at the social,
legal, and moral aspects of drug use and abuse
in the United States. Interviews are conducted
with drug users, legal authorities, sociologists,
and medical researchers. Scenes of hippies in
San Francisco; an interview with Timothy Leary,
self-styled psychedelic prophet; and New York’s
Greenwich Village are included. Audience: gen-
eral. Purchase %lSO or rental $5.90 from NET
Film Service, Indiana University, Audio-Visual
Center, Bloomington, Ind. 47401.

THE GREAT EAR—S-18. 16mm, b&w, English
or French sound track, 12 min. Construction and
erection of one of the five great radiotelescopes at
Nancay designed to investigate the natural radio
waves emitted by the stars. Audience: general.
Rental $5 from Society for French American Cul-
tural Services and Educational Aid, 972 Fifth
Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021.

LET’S FINISH THE JOB. 16mm, color, sound
9%, min. Encourages all citizens to join in the
drive to wipe out the threat of the Aedes aegypti
mosquito, carrier of yellow fever and dengue, by
eliminating the breeding places in water holding
containers. The success depends upon the coop-
eration of the entire community in cleaning roof
gutters, and in disposing of cans and other re-
ceptacles that can hold water. Audience: Health
and related organizations, fraternal groups, gen-
eral public. Free loan from National Med:cal
Audiovisual Center (Annex), Chamblee, Ga.
30005, Attn: Film Distribution, or purchase from
DuArt Film Laboratories, 245 West 55th St.
New York, N.Y. 10019.

MINE FIRE CONTROL. 16mm, color, sound,
26 min. Recognizing fact that the effects of fires
in abandoned coal mines are little understood
outside of coal regions, film opens with sequences
showing how conditions are altered in land above
the fire through fumes from below and settling.
Shows how mine fire control is a task requiring
cooperation of many local and Federal agencies.
Describes how fires may be controlled. Audi-
ence: educational institutions, citizens’ groups.
Free loan from Motion Pictures, Bureau of Mines,
4800 Forbes Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213.

POWER TOOLS. Loops on Electric Drill: Drill-
ing, Electric Drill: Boring and Sanding, Belt and
Orbital Sanders, Saber Saw: Wood Cutting, and
Saber Saw: Metal Cutting. 8mm Super, color,
silent, 4 min. each. Shows how correct adjust-
ment and use of tools improve efficiency. Helps
establish safe practices in the use of power tools.
Teaches proper nomenclature relating to these
tools. Audience: High school. Purchase $95 for
series of five, $20 each from Bailey Films, 6509
De Longpre Ave., Hollywood, Calif. 90028.

ROTTING PEAR. 8mm Standard or 8mm Super,
color, silent, 32 min. Progressive destruction of
a pear by brown rot fungus is seen in time-lapse.
In five weeks of development, the deterioration of
a fine specimen of fruit shows the successive
stages of the spread of the rot, the destruction of
the interior tissue of the fruit, and the formation
of vast numbers of spores which may then infect
other nearby fruit. Audience: High school, col-
lege. Purchase 8mm Standard $13 or 8mm Super
$14.50 from Modern Talking Picture Service, 1212
Avenue of the Americas, New York, N.Y. 10036.
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No, not a space invader or the bad guy in

a Hitchcock thriller. Just one of our satisfied
customers wearing his fantastic new
LUMI-SPECS. You too can light up whatever
you look at (carry the battery case with
on/off switch in your shirt pocket) and have
hands free to repair a car, fix a leak,
change a fuse or find that missing ski-boot
in the basement. Tell us what new uses
you discover for LUMI-SPECS. Don't be
surprised if your wife borrows them

to apply her makeup!

1 Send me LUMI-SPECS. | enclose $7.95
($6.95 pilus $1 for post. & ins.) Calif. res.

add 5% tax. Guaranteed 1 yr. Return in
10 days if not delighted. SN-0810
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY ZIP

TTH
584 Washington, San Fi::csi)scgos.lésdfligl? navephllls

try this

experiment
today!

Discover how grand it feels to give

‘‘the perfect gift””! Send ‘‘Things of

Science’ to a young friend or relative

who:

A. Is between ages 10 and 16

B. Loves to ‘‘talk science’” to anyone

C. Is fascinated by scientific
experiments

“‘Things of Science’” is a series of

monthly science kits, each devoted to

a different scientific subject, and con-

taining:

A. A professionally-written science
lesson

B. As many as 20 experiments

C. Actual materials to be used in
performing the experiments

Recent subjects have included Glass,
Vision, Papermaking, Magnets, Holo-
grams, dozens more. Order today and
we’ll enclose a gift card in your name.
Send $9.50 for 1 year (12 kits) with
your name and address and name and
address of recipient to:

THINGS OF SCIENCE

¢/o Science News, 1719 N St., N.W.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036

MAIL
ORDER

SHOPPING MART

A selection of products available by mail for readers of SCIENCE NEWS
All merchandise sold on a money-back guarantee. Order direct by Stock No. Send check or M. O.

UNUSUAL
VALUES

*Patent Pending.

able in Cabinet Model, Tube Unit,

“‘Introduction to MusicVision*.

Dramatic Breakthrough
In Audio-Visual Enjoyment

Adds a spectacular new dimension to the world of music and entertainment.
Now you can actually see your favorite musical selection translated into
fantastic patterns of beautiful color—each individual note creating its own
unique, twisting, radiating shape . . . each
whirling and swirling in perfect time with the music. Science, art and
electronics combined with dramatic results. Attaches in seconds to your
radio, tape recorder, hi-fi or stereo with two alligator clips. Can be used
on small screens, large walls, stages and whole auditoriums. Loads of fun!

= Wonderful for parties! Practical, too! Unlimited special effects for bands,
dances. clubs, sales meetings, trade shows—put zip into classroom or private music instruction and appreciation. Avail-
8” and 12” sets or build your own MusicVision* with our low-cost Do-It-Yourself
Kit—all you’ll need is a light source. If you don‘t have one, the versatile Edmund 35mm Watt Projector is a terrific
bargain. Order by stock numbers listed below. Money-back guarantee. Complete information in new catalog availab.e
September 10. If you want additional details now, send 25c¢ in coin for fully illustrated, 16-page Booklet No. 9096Q

shape dancing and prancing,

Walnut Veneered Cabinet Model—Stock No. 85,181Q
8” Do-It-Yourself Kit—Stock No. 71,009Q

8” Set (Motiondizer, color wheel, apertures) —Stock No. 71,030Q ____
12" Set (same as above w/ larger Motiondizer)—Stock No. 71,032Q.__
500 Watt 35mm Projector (for above sets)—Stock No. 71,057Q

$24.50 Pnd

“FISH” WITH A MAGNET
Go treasure hunting on the bottom!
Fascinating fun & sometimes prof-
itable! Tie a line to our 5-1b. Mag-
net—drop it overboard in bay, river
lake or ocean. Troll 1! along bot-
tom—your ‘‘treasure’’ haul can be
outboard motors, _anchors, other
metal valuables. 5-1b Magnet is
war surplus — Alnico V Type —
Gov’t cost 850. Lifts over 150 Ibs.
Stock No. IQV--_SIZ 50 Ppd.
3Ya-lb. MAG

Stock No. 70.57011_----38 75 Ppd.

container.

agricultural,

WATER CLIM3S UP HILL
Amaze your friends—Iloads of fun.
Water actually flows up side of
glass & siphons freely into other
To stop flow—cut with
scissors—watch it snap back. Se-
cret’s in special additive with long
molecular structure—req. only %
tsp. to glass. Friction reducing ad-
ditive has all kinds of industrial,

thru water faster. 3 oz. can enough
for 84 pints of water. Instr.
Stock No. 41086Q

GIANT FREE CATALOG

148 Pages! More than 4,000
UNUSUAL
BARGAINS!

Enormous variety

of telescopes, mi-

eroscopes, binocu-

lars, magnets,
magnifiers, photo
components, lens-
es, prisms, opti-
cal instruments,

parts and acces-

Write 'or Free Catalo

Edmund Scientific Co., 30l

soaig.s
Eds'corp Bldg., Barrington, 'N.J.
08007.

Name
experimental uses—a A
pinch even makes gold fish side égg’ress

State

_____ $2.00 Ppd.

39950 B.0.B.

ORDER BY STOCK NUMBER * SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER * MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE

EDMUND SCIENTIFIC CO.

300 EDSCORP BUILDING
BARRINGTON, NEW JERSEY 08007
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(Letters, from p. 129)

Many of my friends at Walt Whit-
man High School share this view as
your magazine is one of their (and my)
chief sources of information on recent
scientific developments. In many cases
your articles serve as valuable supple-
ments to our courses and clarify points
which are sometimes hard to under-
stand in the textbook.

In our rapidly developing technologi-
cal and educational system, SCIENCE
NEWS serves as a valuable link between
the scientist, the lay public and the
student.

Jorge Almeida
Bethesda, Md.

As a strictly lay reader (teletypist, by
trade), I wish to protest the watering-
down request of Mr. Miessner.

Thus far I've found no difficulty in
understanding the articles which most
interest me. When technical details else-
where are beyond my comprehension,
I have the choice of skipping them or of
informing myself on the subject—a
choice which should be welcomed by
any adult who prefers mental expansion
to stagnation.

To delete information of consequence
to the professional simply because some
of us fail to assimilate it at first glance
strikes me as unfair to all concerned.

Teresa Michael
Hilliard, Fla.

A Mr. Miessner, in Letters to the Edi-
tor, has complained that SCIENCE NEws
articles are overly pedantic and much
more directed to specialized fields. Such
is not the case. It is true that none of
us is equipped to understand the “in
jargon” of all the scientific disciplines.
However, SCIENCE NEWs is remarkably
free of such “in jargon.” Furthermore,
if I find a term or two with which I am
not familiar, I feel it is my responsibility
to look it up and become familiar with
it. After all, this is one of the funda-
mental processes of self-education.

Arthur Gregory,
University of California
Riverside

With regard to Mr. Miessner’s letter,
anyone who is interested in science and
possesses curiosity will have few prob-
lems reading SCIENCE NEws. We have
been receiving SCIENCE NEWs for seven
years and never had any problems com-
prehending the articles. We are not col-
lege educated, but do possess an un-
quenchable thirst for knowledge.

Elizabeth Higgins
Kingman, Ariz.

Address communications to Editor,
Science News, 1719 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036




