engineering & science

ﬁ Cooperative work-study programs available
with business and industry. Undergraduate
and graduate degrees offered in Engineering
(chemical, electrical, industrial, mechani-
‘ cal), Chemistry, Computer Science, Mathe-

matics and Physics. September and January
admissions. Write: Box WE

pratt institute, brooklyn, new york 11205
or phone 212+622-2200 < ext. 265

School of Lahoratory Technique

Be a medical lab technician! Big de-
mand, good salaries. One-year course
for H.S. grads. Enter monthly.
" Internationally known.

Co-ed.
D. super-
vised. G.I. approved. Dlacement ser-
vice. Catalog:

Stanley Reitman, M.D.,
3528 Lucas Ave.. St. Louis, Mo. 63103
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— ASTRONOMY ——
For You Each Month!
Enjoy SKY AND TELESCOPE magazine, devoted to
astronomy and space science. Profusely illustrated.
Observing and telescope making departments,
monthly planet and star charts. Subscription in
;155.: $7.00, 1 year; $13.00, 2 years. Sample copy
cents.
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rides about 25 or 30 feet off the ocean
floor. The sled carries magnetometers
and sonars, to identify metallic objects,
and cameras to photograph whatever is
found.

The supposed Scorpion fragments
were found and photographed in about
10,000 feet of water, well below the
depth at which pressure would have
crushed the submarine.

The initial photographs from Mizar
have been flown to the United States.
Navy spokesmen say they will be ana-
lyzed to determine exactly what they do
show and then turned over to the offi-
cial board investigating the cause of the
disaster; the board has been reconvened
at Norfolk in light of the findings. After
the board has examined the pictures
for evidence, security considerations
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will determine whether they will be re-
leased to the public.

Security reasons also preclude pub-
lication of the exact location of the
wreck, at least while there is still some-
thing to be found there.

The next step in the Scorpion search
will be to send down a deep diving sub-
mersible, probably the Trieste, in an ef-
fort to bring up some of the fragments.
The Navy has under development free
deep submersibles that can cruise at
great depths to perform search and
rescue missions, but they have been
having budget trouble. The general
technique is therefore still what it has
been for many years past: trawling with
instruments and then dropping a deep
diving capsule to fetch up what is
found
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s 98 POST PAID WITH
o SIX QUAIL EGGS
($3.25 Without Eg%s.).
You get the new clear plastic
dome CHICK-BATOR with 6
Bobwhite Quail Eggs (available
‘year-round) and Egg Hatchers
Guide Book. Complete — noth-
ing else to buy. Send check or

Money Order today
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How to

MAKE MONEY WRITING

...Short Paragraphs! Hundreds of beginners
now making money writing short paragraphs. I
tell you what to write, where and how to sell;
and supply list of editors who buy from be-
ginners. No tedious study. Write to sell, right
away. Send for free facts. BENSON BARRETT,
Dept. 163-K, 6216 N. Clark, Chicago, lllinois 60626

NEW CORDLESS

SLIDE
PROJECTOR

This feather-light projector
uses 3 flashlight batteries:
no electricity! Now show your
favorite 2”x2” slides in big,
e » 18”x28” size, 3

) - homes, at office meetings,
cte. Precision lens is easy to focus. Uses any light-colored
wall for a screen, Ideal for salesmen. $8.45 post paid.
(Batteries not included.)

Chespa Sales, P.0. Box 117-S9
Barrington, N. J. 08007

SCIENCE NEWS

BOOK ORDER SERVICE
As a service to our readers, Sci-
ence News has expanded its Book
Order Service. You may order any
U.S. book in print, at the retail
price. We pay postage. There is a
25¢ handling charge if the price is
less than $2. Write, Book Order
Service, Science News, 1719 N St.,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036.
Include your zip.
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Diet drugs accused in court test

Vera Ashley, a 36-year-old Maryland
housewife, drove her daughter to school
on May 25, 1964. On the way home she
suddenly slumped over the wheel of the
car and died. Her death has been
blamed, in court, on diet pills.

Mrs. Ashley’s doctors, Charles J.
Savarese and Wilfred H. Ehrmantraut,
are charged with malpractice—giving
her overstrong doses of an obesity drug
that has since been taken off the mar-
ket. The trial, which may last as long as
four weeks, is believed to be the first
civil suit involving the controversial
pills. Mrs. Ashley’s estate is suing for
$1.5 million in damages on behalf of
her two surviving children.

Mrs. Ashley, who was five feet four
inches tall and once weighed 202
pounds, reportedly wanted to lose
weight to win back her estranged hus-
band. Her doctors prescribed Neo-
Barine, a potent drug containing a thy-
roid hormone called thyroxin.

Excessive doses, her estate’s lawyers
claim, caused a condition known as thy-
rotoxicosis which led to heart failure.

Attorneys, and some medical wit-
nesses, for Drs. Savarese and Ehrman-
traut dispute the cause of death, laying
it to a virus.

Regardless of the outcome of this
case, researchers present strong evi-
dence condemning weight-losing pills
laden with thyroid hormones and other
potent agents including digitalis, a heart
drug, diuretics for loss of fluids, and
laxatives.

In the United States some 5,000 doc-
tors engaged exclusively in treating the
obese, prescribing, and often selling,
at least $60 million worth of brightly
colored pills a year.

The consensus of the medical profes-
sion, voiced by the American Medical
Association, is that pills won’t work,
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and may kill you. At least 60 deaths
have been attributed to diet pills,
though the figure may be staggeringly
higher.

As a result, this year, Senator
Philip Hart (D-Mich.), introduced a
bill forbidding physicians to sell what
they prescribe. It died in this session of
Congress but will be reintroduced next
year.

Thyroid hormones supposedly cause
weight loss by speeding the body’s me-
tabolism, so that food is burned up
rapidly. But, says Dr. Harry C. Shirkey
of Samford University, Birmingham,
Ala., they often simply increase ap-
petite, inducing an even greater food
intake than before. The hormones, in
effect, stoke a furnace for which the
body is the fuel, and dangerously stimu-
late the heart.

Digitalis, another diet drug, is de-
signed for heart patients. One of the
early effects of toxic doses is loss of ap-
petite. A later effect is death. Though
used in small doses in diet pills (30
milligrams of digitalis leaf), it is no-
torious for its tendency to accumulate
in the body—a likely probability for fat
patients who take pills indiscriminately.

Diuretics, physicians argue, should
be given only to persons with kidney
disease or other diseases associated with
high fluid retention. Fat patients, they
say, seldom just have too much water
in their bodies. Likewise, there is
no rational basis for use of laxatives in
diet pills. “Obviously,” Dr. Shirkey
says, “it is not difficult to administer
enough laxative to hasten the passage
of ingested foods through the gastroin-
testinal canal so that most of it is not
absorbed.” But, he points out, vitamins
and essential body chemicals are lost as
well as weight. The result: a thinner
person with metabolic disturbances.
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