QUESTAR —

the portable observatory in less
than one cubic foot of leather case

Questar slips out of its handsome fitted
leather case ready for observing. Then,
just by pushing the anodized aluminum
legs into their sockets you tilt the tele-
scope into its polar equatorial position.
How simple it is to align it with the
earth’s axis! Only a moment is needed to
locate the pole star in the finder, adjust
and clamp the forward leg. And Que-
star’s mechanical perfection permits no
quiver or shake.

Now you find that the effortless con-
trols in hour angle and declination pro-
vide the smoothest following of celestial
objects, and for more convenience you
connect the synchronous electric drive
to your house current. All this on a table-
top, where you can observe comfortably
seated, completely relaxed. Should you
want to photograph all that you see with
Questar’s superb optics, just add one of
the Questar-modified 35-mm. SLR cam-
eras to the rear of the control box. An-
other Questar, the Field Model, is
shown below with Questar-modified Top-
con camera attached.

S

Questar, the world’s finest, most versatile
small telescope, priced from 8795, is de-
scribed in our newest booklet which con-
tains 100 photographs by Questar owners.
Send $1 for mailing anywhere in North
America. By air to rest of Western Hemi-
sphere, $2.50; Europe and North Africa,
$3.00; elsewhere, $3.50.

QUESTAR

BOX 130, NEW HOPE, PENNA. 18938
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Listing is for readers’ information of new 16mm
and 8mm films on science, engineering, medicine
and agri ure for prof 1, student and gen-
eral audiences. For further information on pur-
chase, rental or free loan, write to distributor.

PRISMS: SOME PROPERTIES. 16mm, color,
sound, 12 min. A Kkite string, a flat kite and a box
kite serve as an opening review of the basic
properties of three-dimensional objects. Through
an examination of a conventional triangular glass
prism, the student is introduced to the basic
properties of prisms. Several other prisms of differ-
ent appearance are examined and tested for their
properties. After each example, several objects
with similar shapes from everyday life are shown.
Audience: elementary, junior high. Purchase $140
from Film Associates, 11559 Santa Monica Boule-
vard, Los Angeles, Calif. 90025.

THE ROBIN FAMILY. 16mm, color, sound, 13
min. The patterns of parental care generally
characteristic of bird reproduction and the early
development of young birds. Follows the rearing
of a single family of robins, beginning with the
selection of a protected spot for the nest. Audi-
ence: K-6. Purchase $170 or rental $12.50 from
McGraw-Hill Films, Dept. DF, 330 West 42nd
St., New York, N.Y. 10036.

STILL WATERS. 16mm, color, sound, 14 min.
A combination of music and under- and above-
water photography. Shows the teeming world of
activity beneath the surface of a lake. Every-
where there is motion and the drama of life and
death. Audience: general. Purchase $185 or
rental $15 from Contemporary Films/McGraw-
Hill, Dept. DF, 330 W. 42nd St., New York,
N.Y. 10036.

STREAM TABLE FILM LOOP SERIES. 8mm or
Super-8mm, color, silent. Series of 12 single-con-
cept films illustrating the natural processes of
stream development and their effects in forming
and changing the earth’s surface. Each loop was
filmed using a stream table, colored sand and
other particles, and realistic landscaping. Titles
are: Alluvial Fans; Deltas; Development of Shore-
lines; Mass Wasting: Dry; Mass Wasting: Moist;
Sedimentation: Turbidity Currents; Sedimentation:
Settling Rates; Stream Cut-Offs; Stream Erosion
Cycle; Stream Piracy; Type of Shorelines and
Waterfalls. Audience: geology classes. Purchase
$230 for 8mm series, or $245 for Super-8mm
series, or individual prices on request from
Ward’s Natural Science Establishment, Inc., P.O.
Box 1712, Rochester, N.Y. 14603.

TOLES PLAQUEES D’ACIER (NICKEL
PLATED STEEL). 16mm, color, French sound
only, 17 min. Shows the production of economical
heavy stainless steel sheets by welding together an
ordinary steel sheet to a more costly nickel-plated
steel sheet, and the main uses of such sheets in
chemical industries. Audience: i rial, techni-
cal. Loan for $5 service charge from Society for
French America Cultural Services and Education-
al Aid, 972 Fifth Ave., New York, N.Y. 10021,

VALUE ANALYSIS. 16mm, b&w, sound, 28 min.
Tells the story of what happened when an engi-
neering company decided to introduce value anal-
ysis. It emphasizes the importance of the team
approach. and describes the five stages of such
analysis: Information, Speculation, Investigation,
Recommendation, and Implementation. A typical
value analysis session is shown, where the com-
ponent under review is a pump base. The exten-
sion of the investigation outside of the formal
meeting is illustrated in a visit to a specialist
plastic supplier. A promising approach is followed
through to its conclusion, when a saving of 75%
of the component cost is achieved. Audience: man-
agers, engineers. Purchase $160 or rental $27.50
from Roundtable Films, 321 South Beverly Drive,
Beverly Hills, Calif. 90212.

LETTERS

to the editor

1969 March 22

Writing dates as day-month-year is
not logical. Most measurable quantities
are expressed with the most significant
item first. We usually say feet and inch-
es, pounds and ounces, minutes and
seconds, etc. The Chinese write dates
as year-month-day. I wish that our Gov-
ernment would also write dates as year-
month-day.

Roland Peterson
Electrical Engineer
Waltham, Mass.

Michelson and Morley

Re: “Particles Through the Looking
Glass” (SN: 2/22, p. 196).

The Michelson-Morley Experiment,
which showed the absence of “velocity-
through-the-ether” for the earth, was
done in 1881. Was there really an
1887 experiment that showed that no
material object could move faster than
light?

I have read (though cannot cite refer-
ences) that Einstein said on several oc-
casions that he had not known of the
M-M experiment, and that it certainly
did not provide any incentive for him in
developing relativity theory.

C. M. Delaney
Department of Chemistry
Wells College

Aurora, New York

(Most sources give 1887 as the date
of the famous experiment, referring
to an article by Michelson and Morley
in the Silliman Journal, vol. 34, of that
year. Einstein used to say that he did
not know of the experiment nor of
LorentZ’s paper on relativistic contrac-
tion, but the ideas were in the air. It
is hard to believe that he was not in-
fluenced by the intellectual climate of
his time, particularly since he did not
publish his theory until 1905, 17 years
later. Ed.)
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