SOCIOLOGY

“History” vs. Truth

Quotation from STANDARDIZATION OF
ERROR—Vilhjalmur Stefansson—Norton and Co.

When we got into the late War, we
suddenly discovered that most of our
school histories were anti-British.
Many of them were forthwith
changed to pro-British without a
murmur from any one, except a few
people who (we all agreed, as soon
as they began to protest) were either
pro-Germans or Pacifists. But the
War, after we got into it, was so
short that there was not time to oust
all the anti-British propaganda from
the texts, before it was over. I had
the instructive experience of being in
a city where a violent newspaper con-
troversy sprang up between corre-
spondents, some of whom favored
anti-British history but most of whom
favored pro-British. The ground of
the pro’s was that we ought to stand
by our former allies, that there
might soon be another war, and that
we should bring up the younger
generation strong for English-speak-
ing unity, because that was the
natural basis of the coming align-
ment. Some argued specifically that
we might be able to annex Canada if
we used the same sort of histories as
the Canadians and therefore grow up
to the same beliefs. Even the Hearst
papers, which then opposed this view
and anything else that seemed to favor
the British, have since come out for
the principle and now advocate an
English-speaking union.

The voices, on the other hand,
which suggested an impartial history
were few and weak. Thus did what
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PSYCHOLOGY
Indians Slow But Sure

The red man is rapidly taking
over the white man’s civilization, but
he has not tuned himself up to the
speed of present day America. This
is indicated by mental tests given to
120 Indian children on the Yakima
reservation.

Results of the test, just reported to
the Journal of Abnormal and Social
Psychology by Otto Klineberg, of
Columbia University, show that in
tests where the children were to fit
together the pieces of a puzzle the
Indian children averaged 11 moves
in a minute as compared with 17
moves a minute by white children.

“In extreme cases the difference is
striking,” Mr. Klineberg said. “The
white boy jumps at the puzzle. He
tries the piece here, there, every-
where. When he strikes at what
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PHYSIOLOGY
A Cardiographic Valentine

Your Valentine looks for a message
That’s honest, without any sham.

The best you can possibly send her
Is simply a cardiogram.

And should she be expert in reading
The story such messages tell,
The picture will have, besides fond-
ness,
An eugenic value as well.

If flutter or block should be shown,
Or even so much as suspected,
Your hopes will depart to the grave;
You'll know right away you're re-
jected.

Should your heart mind all of its
waves,
Its P’s and its Q’s and the rest,
She’ll know, beyond fear of denial,
How true is the heart in your chest.

So, even in Spain or Siam,
Tell all of your love, not the half;
Just send her a cardiogram
T'll take on my cardiograph.
—Richard Ashman

Science News-Letter, February 11, 1928
PHYSICS

Use Vacuum Tube Backwards

Using a radio vacuum tube back-
wards in order to reduce the voltage
and increase the power at the same
time is the trick described to the In-
stitute of Radio Engineers. In a
paper by Frederick E. Terman, of
Stanford University, California, it
was stated that the plate and the grid
of a tube could be made to inter-
change their functions.

In the ordinary vacuum tube, as
used in the usual receiving set as an
amplifier, the feeble electrical im-
pulses that form the signals are fed
into the grid. The electrons that
travel across from the filament to
the plate produce an electrical cur-
rent, much larger that the current
entering the tube, but varying in
conformity with it. However, the
outgoing current is also higher in
voltage, as well as more powerful,
than the incoming.

Mr. Terman has found, however,
that the voltage can be reduced by
interchanging the plate and grid. He
feeds in the current to be amplified
to the plate instead of the grid, and
takes it out from the grid.

“It is relatively simple,” he states,
“to construct an inverted vacuum
tube with wide clearances between
the plate and the rest of the tube, so
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PSYCHOLOGY

Men More Unhappy

It’s a sadder world for men than
for women—if 168 Canadian college
students who have taken a test of
emotional stability are fair samples
of the sexes.

The students answered a long list
of questions, such as “Can you do
good work while people are looking
on?” “Do ideas run in your head so
that you cannot sleep?” and “Is it
easy to get you cross and grouchy?”

Men appear to be more serious and
unhappy than women, according to
Dr. J. W. Bridges, psychologist of
McGill University, who conducted
the investigation, and who has just
reported his results. Contrary to
popular notion, men are more trou-
bled by hearts thumping from excite-
ment and nervousness than women.

On the other hand, Dr. Bridges
reports that women are more subject
to dreaming and day dreaming, are
more abnormal in their sex life, have
more fears and worries, are more
undecided, more sensitive to pain and
other unpleasant experiences. They
are perhaps not such “good mixers”
as men, since they are more bashful
and have greater difficulty in making
friends.

Students who are superior in aca-
demic work have more psycho-neu-
rotic symptoms than average and in-
ferior students, he found.

Scienice News-Letter, February 11, 1928
ANTHROPOLOGY

Egypt Cradle of Civilization?

Through thousands of years, pre-
historic men and women wandered
homeless up and down the River Nile,
and as they traveled about they lost
or cast aside innumerable stone axes
and hammers that were their chief
tools and weapons. Now, those
stones, long preserved in the terraces
along the Nile, have been sought for
a thousand miles up and down the
river valley, by two geologists, and
as a result man’s civilization in
Egypt is traced back to its beginning,
thousands of years ago.

The expedition which has just re-
ported this remarkable accomplish-
ment is known as the Prehistoric
Survey and was sent out by the
Oriental Institute of the University
of Chicago. The geologists who sur-
veyed the region are Dr. K. S. Sand-
ford and W. J. Arkell, both of Ox-
ford University.

In the course of the ages, terraces
have formed, like gigantic steps, ris-
ing back from the Nile on each side
of the river, and it was in these dif-
ferent terraces, belonging to different

(Just turn the page)

www.jstor.org



