German Chemistry

Chemistry

Great chemical progress is being
made in Germany and the labora-
tories and plants where the new
processes for obtaining oil from coal,
making synthetic methanol, dye-
stuffs, rayon, artificial fertilizers, and
a multitude of other products will
be of great interest to the chemist
traveler. Many of the great German
chemical plants can be visited;
school children are conducted on
tours through many of them in order
to foster the chemical spirit.

Chemical progress in the country
beyond the Rhine is detailed in a
trade information bulletin of the
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce, Washington, D. C., “Ger-
man Chemical Developments in 1927”
by William T. Daugherty, American
Trade Commissioner in Berlin. Com-
plete lists of important plants are
contained in this publication.

The outstanding chemical develop-
ment in Germany is the Leunawerke,
at Merseburg, operated by the Am-
moniakwerk Merseburgh G. m. b. H.,
which is controlled by the German
Dye Trust (I. G.). Around 350,000
tons of synthetic nitrogen are pro-
duced there annually. The making
of oil from coal and lignite by the
Bergius process has progressed so
far that 100,000 tons of synthetic
gasoline will go on the market this
year. Synthetic methanol is also
produced from carbon monoxide and
hydrogen by catalytic methods.
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Haunts of Cave-Men

Anthropology

Information from Dr. George Grant Mac-
Curdy, director, American School of Prehistoric
Research. (Home address: Peabody Museum,
Yale University.)

From certain locations in Europe
there have come evidences of the
great antiquity of man. Tourists can
see for themselves some of these dig-
gings from which anthropologists are
still unearthing the skeletons, imple-
ments and other evidences of ancient
men. Dr. MacCurdy is director of the
American School of Prehistoric Re-
search which will be digging at Castel-
Merle during the month of August.
Dr. MacCurdy’s address while there
will be Hotel Delsaut, St. Léon-sur-
Vézére (Dordogne), France.

A full list of the prehistoric sites
of Europe is contained in Dr. Mac-
Curdy’s two-volume work, “Human
Origins,” but the following is a
brief list of the accessible sites in
France: (Turn to next page)
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Science 1n L.ondon

General Science

As might be expected, London, the
world’s largest city, contains so many
things of interest, that a stay far
longer than the average American
visitor can make, would be required
to see them all. This is also true
of the places interesting to the scien-
tist, but the following list gives a
few of the places that it is most essen-
tial to visit. The Royal Observatory,
and Burlington House, the home of
the Royal Society and the Royal As-
tronomical Society, are mentioned in
the article on astronomy.

Tuae Britisu MuseuMm, on Great
Russell Street, and adjacent to Russell
Square, is probably the world’s most
famous museum. Its library contains
over four million volumes, on more
than fifty miles of shelving. The
archeological exhibits, which include
the famous Rosetta stone, with the aid
of which the Egyptian heiroglyphics
were first deciphered, are of particu-
lar interest. Experienced guides, in-
expensive handbooks, catalogs and
postcards all aid the visitor to make
the best use of his visit.

TrE RovaL INsTITUTION is on Al-
bemarle Street, just off Piccadilly. It
is the scene of the researches and
popular lectures of some of the great-
est British physicists, from Thomas

Russia Sees

Young, Humphry Davy and Michael
Faraday down to Sir Joseph Thom-
son, Sir Ernest Rutherford and Sir
William Bragg. During the winter
months popular lectures are given, of
which the Christmas “Children’s Lec-

tures,” so-called because they are
mostly attended by adults, have
achieved international fame. The

historic lecture hall, the library and
the museum, including the original
miner's safety lamp and other ap-
paratus made and used by Davy,
Faraday and others, will be of in-
terest to the American visitor who
comes in the summer time.

Tue Davv-FAarapay RESEARCH
LABoOrRATORY, next door, is affiliated
with the Royal Institution, and pro-
vides research facilities for qualified
investigators.

LanpbowNeE House is on the
south side of Berkeley Square, not
far from Burlington House and the
Royal Institution. There is nothing
here of present interest to the scien-
tist, but the spot is immortal in scien-

tific history, because it was while

Joseph Priestley was serving here as
librarian that he discovered oxygen.
Tue Science Mvuseum at South
Kensington is quickly reached by the
Londen “Un- (Turn to next page)

It Through

General Science

Although official relations between
the government of Russia and the
governments of the Western Powers
continue to be for the most part of
the stiffest and coldest, individual
scientists from the Abendland find
themselves warmly welcomed by their
colleagues when they visit Russia,
and Russian scientists are appearing
with increasing frequency at inter-
national scientific congresses.

Russian scientists, indeed, have
been steadily forging to the front
since the War. They are giving the
rest of the world a stiff race for first
place in the field of soil science, and
in plant physiology they have made
a number of important contributions.
The Soviets are also engaged in find-
ing out something about the wvast
territory under their flag, and fre-
quent expeditions have been going in-
to Russian Asia to inquire into such
things as geography, geology, min-
eral and petroleum resources and the
hitherto neglected paleontology and
zxc.haeology of Central and Farther

sia.
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The two great cultural centers in
Russia which American travelers are
likely to visit are Leningrad and
Moscow. At Leningrad there is, of
course, the University, which is now
said to be carrying on vigorously
with a full student body. Then there
is the National Museum, and of per-
haps even greater interest the Her-
mitage, once the private museum of
the Czars, now public. For the
botanist there is the great Botanic
Garden, and for the plant physiolo-
gist the Institute of Applied Botany.

At Moscow again there is the
University, with its chain of mu-
seums, institutes, collections, etc. As
might be expected at the capital,
there are many governmental scien-
tific agencies, and a large number
of medical and hygienic centers un-
der government direction, as well
as the peculiarly Soviet educational
institutions designed to carry out the
ambitious program of wholesale

~adult education of Russia’s formerly

illiterate masses.
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Science in London—Continued

derground.”  Probably of chief
interest to the American visitor
this year will be the original

Wright airplane with which the his-
toric flights at Kitty Hawk were
made, and about which there has been
so much controversy. This is now
on display, but it is by no means
the only thing of interest, however,
for in a complete tour of the Mu-
seum, which might well occupy sev-
eral days, one can see all sorts of
interesting examples of early ma-
chinery, scientific instruments, ship
models, models of mines, etc., radio
and other means of communication ; in
short, something representative of
every conceivable branch of physical
science or industry. As the exhibits
are grouped by subjects, the visitor
whose time is limited would do well
to concentrate upon the sections in
which he is most interested, with the
aid of the sectional guides sold at the
entrance for a nominal sum. Fre-
quent lecture tours, lasting for an
hour or so and under the direction
of an experienced guide, cover in-
dividual subjects and their develop-
ment, as shown by the exhibits.

Tuae NaturaL History MUSEUM,
also at South Kensington, adjoins the
Science Museum. It is a branch of
the British Museum, and contains
one of the world’s finest collections
of birds, beasts and plants of ancient
and modern times. The central hall,
which the visitor first enters, reveals
an epitome of the entire museum.
Like any similar museum, these form
a text-book of evolution. A sum-
mary guide book of the entire mu-
seum, as well as subject guides to
the different departments, and col-
ored picture post-cards of some of
the more striking exhibits are on
sale at the entrance. Experienced
lecturers conduct tours of the mu-
seum twice a day.

VictoriA AND ALBERT MUSEUM,
also at South Kensington, and close
to the Science and Natural History
Museums, is not of such immediate
interest to the scientist as the latter
two. In its mile or more of exhibits,
however, are objects to illustrate the
arts and crafts of various countries
and periods.
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papers listed therein.

WHAT PRICE KNOWLEDGE?

In ages of the past those who sought

But it was often expensive and limited to a few

What is it, then, that distinguishes this age of
amazing scientific progress from the slowly mov-
ing ages of the past?

It it not because new information, valuable to
science, is no longer confined to its source?

Is it not because new discoveries are known
almost immediately after their accomplishment?
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brings to your desk today, in AUTHORS’ ABSTRACT form, the results of
yesterday’s experiments and researches in anatomy and zoology before the
papers actually appear in printed form!

These advance abstract sheets contain prices for reprints of the complete
This makes it possible, for those who desire, to pur-
chase copies of papers of most interest, at slight cost, without the necessity
of subcribing to any or all of the journals which are included in
THE WISTAR INSTITUTE BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERVICE
ADVANCE ABSTRACT SHEETS = =
Issued every few days
BIBLIOGRAPHIC SERVICE CARDS =
With complete bibliographic references
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Thirty-sixth Street and Woodland Ave. - - -

it—found it

$3.00 per year

$5.00 per year

Philadelphia, Pa.

Cave-Men—Continued

OLD STONE AGE

Recion or Les TLvzies (Dor-
dogne) : Cap Blanc, La Gréze, Com-
barelles, Cr6-Magnon, Font-de-Gaume,
La Mouthe, Laugerie-Haute, Lau-
gerie-Basse, Gorge d’Enfer, Le Mous-
tier, and Castel-Merle.

N1AUX, cavern near
(Ariege).

Mas p’Azir (Ariége), two sites in
a subterranean gallery near the vil-
lage of Mas d’Azil.

GARGAs, cave in the commune of
Aventignan (Hautes-Pyrénées).

LA Quina, rock shelter in the com-
mune of Gardes, in charge of Dr.
Henri-Martin at Le Peyrat (Char-
ente).

SoLUTRE in the commune of
Solutré near Macon (Saodne-et-Loire).
NEW STONE AND BRONZE
AGES

(1) Region of Carnac (Morbi-
han). Many megalithic monuments.

Tarascon
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Europe’s Botanical Gardens

Botany

Information from Dr. Marshall A. Howe, act-
ing director of the New York Botanical Garden.

Kew, EnxcrLanp—Rovar Botanic
GarpeENs at Kew, Surrey, England,
were fomerly gardens of the palaces
of the Royal Family of England. They
cover about 260 acres. The displays
under glass are of especial popular
interest. The institution has a great
herbarium and botanical library. The
research work is chiefly economic and
taxonomic. About the Royal Gardens
of Kew center 24 or more botanical
gardens of the British Colonies,
chiefly manned by those who have
studied or worked at Kew.

BerLIN—THE BoTaNICAL GARDEN
orF BERLIN was removed to the suburb
known as Dahlem in 1909. It is
famous for its arrangement of plants
in geographic and ecologic associa-
tions. It has a large library and
herbarium and has published much
scientific work.

Paris—THE JArRDIN DES PLANTES
is in the heart of the city of Paris,
near the Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle,
and includes some famous specimens
of trees.

Java — BUITENZORG, JAva, has
claimed the largest area of any botan-
ical garden, occupying some 1,100
acres at an altitude of about 6,000
feet. It includes extensive collections
of tropical plants and is one of the
most important botanical institutions
of the world.
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