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Wild West Days 1n Siberia

BasserT DicBy, in Tigers, Gold and
Witch-Doctors (Harcourt, Brace):

At Albazin a strong fort was estab-
lished by a gang under the leadership
of a Polish freebooter named Tcherni-
govski. He was a pious man who
felt that the place ought to have a
resident chaplain. Business was quite
good enough to stand that slight ad-
dition to the overhead expenses. As
prospective applicants for the post
could not be obtained, an armed gang
was sent westward, with instructions
to kidnap a priest. [t did.

The Chinese fur traders had their
eye on Albazin, for all the best sables
from the Amur forests were finding
their way thither. They besieged it
several times but managed to capture
it only once after a sporting attempt
to bluff them into relinquishing the
attempt had been made by Tcherni-
govski. When the fort’s food had
almost disappeared and things looked
desperate, he sent out to the Chinese
leader, with his compliments, a sump-
tuous savoury dog pie. The pie
weighed fifty pounds and needed three
men to carry it. The inference, of
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course, was that a little old fifty-pound
pie more or less made no difference
whatsoever to that garrison. The
commander of the besiegers took de-
livery of it with marked courtesy. The
following day he sent back the dish
and a flowery message of thanks. So
highly appreciated, he declared, had
been the pie that many of his officers
and men had not been able to obtain
even the smallest piece. It would be
a source of rankling regret to them
to the end of their days, if they could
not summon up a memory of the un-
paralleled pie-making prowess of Mr.
Tchernigovski’s chef, and thus be in
a position personally to bear testimony
to his skill. In the circumstances,
would not Mr. Tchernigovski favour
them with another pie, rather larger
than otherwise, to enable every ome
to taste a delicious morsel!

That called poor Tchernigovski’s
bluff—the very last little coterie of
assorted mongrels in the precincts of
the fort had gone into that fifty-pound
pie. And he knew that if another
good-sized pie was not handed over,
the besiegers would know that his
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gang was at the end of its resources.
He temporized by sending back a
flowery message, conveying his keen
gratification at the gastronomical zest
with which his chef’s piéce de résist-
ance had been consumed and the
pleasure that it would now give him
to have another big pie prepared. But
two or three days went by and no pie
—big, small, or medium—appeared.
Thus heartened, the Chinese besiegers
stood their ground, and obtained the
bloodless surrender of the fort, al-
lowing the garrison to retain their
arms and march off into the forest in
return for giving up all the furs in-
stead of burning them.
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A fortress in Palestine which fig-
ured in Bible history has been exca-
vated and many traces of Israelite
life have been found, bearing out the
descriptions given by Hebrew prophets.

The ancient Etruscans, who lived
long before the Roman civilization,
had many curious ideas about light-
ning, and their chief god had at his
disposal three lightnings, other gods
having only one.

The effect of the World War on
the German population is shown in
recent census figures: Children under
10 years made up 23 per cent. of the
population in 1910, as compared with
less than 16 per cent. in 1925.
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