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The Species Question

Botany

Deane B. SwinGLg, in A Text-
book of Systematic Botany (McGraw-
Hill) :

One taking an impartial view of the
species question is forced to this con-
clusion: that for most of the plant
kingdom the bold Linnzan type of
species is simpler than the finely di-
vided elementary species, and serves
every essential purpose; but in certain
groups it is necessary to make finer
distinctions for research reference,
though even there the majority of
botanists may not need to do so for
their more general work. The natural
answer is to assemble the individuals
into relatively few, large, clear-cut
species and where necessary have ad-
ditional fine distinctions to be used
only by those who have special need
for them. Various terms have been
used to designate these finer divisions,
such as subspecies, varieties, races,
types, and forms. It has been sug-
gested by N. L. Britton that they
be merely numbered rather than
named and this plan has much in its
favor. To be sure this introduces
the trinomial nomenclature, but if this
is cumbersome it has the advantage
of showing relationship, for the spe-
cific name connects the subspecies to
each other and the plan finds prece-
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dent in the type numbers of certain
pathogenic bacteria.

Varieties or races based on fine dis-
tinctions of a somewhat permanent
character must not be confused with
ecological or environmental forms of
a temporary nature. It is well known
that closely related individuals grow-
ing in different habitats may vary
considerably, so much indeed that they
are sometimes called different species.
It would be desirable, though some-
times impracticable, to have represent-
atives of related species grown side
by side for comparison. Such a test
would eliminate many superfluous spe-
cific names from our manuals. It
would also involve, in some cases, the
practice of including in the specific
description qualifying statements con-
cerning the effect of environment, and
corresponding records showing the
habitat of the specimen in question.
The work now being done in this
field by ecologists will greatly
strengthen our taxonomic systems.

Generic distinctions, and those of
higher categories, give much less
trouble. To be sure there is some
difference of opinion as to what cate-
gorical rating should be given to cer-
tain groups, e. ¢g., whether they should
be considered orders or families, fami-
lies or tribes, genera or subgenera.
In fact, several families have been
divided in recent years, and some
would now call the legumes and the
composites orders rather than fami-
lies. These differences are not dis-
turbing, however. Because of the ab-
sence of gradations in characters used
in class, order, and family distinctions
there is usually little difficulty in plac-
ing a plant correctly in these groups,
and even generic classification is sel-
dom troublesome.
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Primordial Hunger
Evolution
P. D. Gog, in the Chicago Post:

If T were an ameba

And you were an euglena,

I would pursue you

For a thousand millimeters,

Until I caught you,

And embraced you,

And absorbed you,

And made you all my very own.

Thus would we two be one,

Living in our crystal drop of
water

Until the seconds of our life had
sped—

And I would die content.
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