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Doctors in Old Egypt

Medicine

ALEXANDRE MORET in The Nile and
Egyptian Civilization (Knopf):

Medicine, then, was intimately beund
up with religious beliefs and magical
arts.

Remedies are often accompanied by
incantations, allusions to some deity—
Isis, Thoth, Horus, Ra, Anubis, Im-
hetep, Amon-Ra—who was cured by
the same prescription, and will come
to the aid of the physician. To speak
these spells “in the right voice” made
a cure fairly certain.

Luckily for the reputation of the
Egyptian physician, a papyrus has re-
cently been analysed which reveals a
more scientific spirit. The Edwin
Smith Papyrus discusses surgical
cases, classifying them in order, from
the head downwards, in a methodical
manner very different from the fanci-
ful exposition of the medical papyrii.
In the portion preserved there are ten
observations for the head, four for
the nose, three for the jaws, five for
the temporal region, five for the ear,
lips, and chin, six for the throat and
cervical verterbrae, five for the clavic-
ular and scapular region, nine for the
thorax and breasts, and one for the
backbone; the rest is missing. Each
case is set forth methodically. The
complete exposition of a case com-
prises: 1, Statement—Remedies for a
given case; 2, Observation—If you
examine a case presenting so-and-so;
3, Diagnosis—Say of it, “It it such-
and-such a malady”; 4, Prognosis—
If it is mild, say, “It is a malady
which I can treat”; if it is doubtful,
“It is a malady which I can combat”;
if it is incurable, “It is a malady for
which I can do nothing”; 5, Treat-
ment—For a wound in the temple,
“Apply fresh meat the first day; then
treat with an ointment and honey until
healed.”

In only one case out of forty-eight,
is a magical charm added to the treat-
ment. . . .

We need not be surprised that Her-
odotus proclaims the triumph of medi-
cine in the country. In Egypt, he says,
medicine is specialized, like oracles.
“Each physician deals with one malady,
not more. And the whole place is full
of physicians. Some are established
as healers of the eves, others of the
head, others of the teeth, others of
the region of the belly, and others of
internal complaints.” Now, this spe-
cialization, which, after all, proves a
scientific method, was very ancient;
in the Old Kingdom, Pharaoh had
physicians “for his two eyes.”
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For the

Teaching of
Chemistry

For the teaching of Chemistry, as well
as for instruction in other sciences, it is
generally admitted that there is no equip-
ment that enjoys the prestige and repu-
tation among educators to the extent of

Jewaunee

Laboratory
Furniture

Chemical Desk No. 862

This desk, with exposed plumbing and
trough, is a favorite and has been in-
stalled in many laboratories. The gas
and water pipes, with convenient outlets,
are placed under the lower shelf and di-
rectly over the trough. The trough is
lead-lined and slopes from the middle
toward the two end sinks. Accommo-
dates sixteen students, working in sec-
tions of eight.

Every Science
Teacher Knows

the importance of properly-designed,
properly-built laboratory furniture, and
how much influence it exerts upon the
character of work of the students.

Kewaunee Laboratory Furniture has
been endorsed by educational authorities
in every state in the United States. Its
superior design, better construction and
finer finish have made Kewaunee Equip-
ment the choice for thousands of labora-
tories in our best schools.

Send us your floor plan blueprints or
rough sketches. We will make sugges-
tive layout for equipment to meet your
requirements without charge or obliga-

tion.
LABORATORY  FURNITURE ??E.XPERTS.
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Bees—Concluded

probably prove to be more numerous.
Only 500 species, or five per cent., are
social, that is, live in organized com-
munities. The remainder are solitary
forms of many families some of which
are very large and widely distributed.
In this huge group the honey bee
stands in much the same relation to
the other members of the family as
man does to the other animals, a fact
that has to a certain extent obscured a
real knowledge and undenstanding of
the honey bee itself. Much fable, su-
perstition and sontiment have clouded
over the accurate observations neces-
sary for the clear understanding of
this valuable and highly interesting
insect.

Entomologically speaking, the bees
are considered merely as a group of
wasps which have forsaken a car-
nivorous diet of caterpillars, grubs,
spiders, etc., and turned vegetarian,
subsisting entirely on pollen and hon-
ey. One specialist in this group of
insects has designated them as “flow-
er wasps” while many German ento-
mologists refer to them as “Blumen-
wespen.”

The long and intimate association
with flowers has left its stamp on all
the organs and habits of the bees,
while botanists believe that a great
many flowers have been modified in
structure, arrangement and color in
adaptation to the bees for the pur-
pose of cross pollination.

The solitary bees and those social
bees with less complex systems of
living than the honey bee have a
much more ruthless, less intricate
way of insuring the survival of their
species over the cold months. Among
the social wasps and the bumble bees
the whole colony dies at the onset
of cold weather with the exception
of a few hardy young queens that
have appeared in the brood late in
the fall. These hide themselves away
in cracks or other protected places
and after emerging in the spring, lay
eggs and tend the young larvae until
they are old enough to collect honey
and otherwise survive her majesty,
who now concentrates exclusively on
the serious business of egg laying.
From such a simple form of commu-
nism have the honey bees evolved by
some mysterious process their highly
organized and perfected method of
survival.
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None of the many schemes to dis-
pel fog artificially has proved com-
mercially practical.
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