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Can Predict Mental Disease
From Study of Children

Prediction Makes Possible Early Treatment Which Would
Prevent, or at Least Postpone, Mental Breakdown

HE DEVELOPMENT of mental dis-

ease can be predicted in advance by
psychiatric studies of children, Dr. J.
Kasanin and Louise Veo of Boston re-
ported to the annual meeting of the
American Orthopsychiatric Association
in New York.

“We studied eight children who were
examined at the Judge Baker Founda-
tion of Boston because of mild conduct
disorders, or were sent there for advice
about placement and vocation, and who
later on in life became psychotic,” the
investigators reported.

“In most of the cases the development
of a personality disorder was foreseen
long before the appearance of social
criteria of mental disease. We studied
the personality of the children as they
were observed by the various informants
long before there was a suspicion of
mental disease.”

Dr. Kasanin pointed out the inter-
esting fact that in the small series of
cases studied, the various mental diseases
were the developments of special per-
sonality types.

Prevention of the development of a
mental disease or breakdown should
logically follow the prediction of it. In
most of the cases in the study, the di-
rections for treatment were not fol-
lowed. Dr. Kasanin and his colleague
suggested that greater effort in treatment
made both by social agencies and by the
individual might have prevented or at
least postponed some of the breakdowns
in this series.

The Rorschach test, which has been
hailed as one of the most promising
ways of predicting behavior, was de-
scribed by Dr. Samuel J. Beck of the
Boston Psychopathic Hospital.

The test consists of a set of ten ink
blot designs, some black and some col-
ored, designed by a Swiss psychiatrist,
Dr. Herman Rorschach. The child be-
ing tested looks at the ink blots and
tells what he sees in them, butterfly
wings or volcanoes or polar bears or
whatever they may appear like to him.

From the child’s responses the psy-

chiatrist can tell his general intelligence
level, personality traits and even what
his behavior will be in certain situa-
tions.

Dr. Beck has been working with the
tests and gave his results with them on
a group of problem children. He was
able to check these results against the
clinical findings in the various cases. In
only three out of 37 children tested,
the Rorschach results were not substan-
tiated by the clinical findings, so that
these three had to be considered faulty
diagnoses.

From these tests Dr. Beck concluded
that a great majority of a group of
problem children are likely to be suffer-
ing from anxiety attitudes which ate
damaging a portion, if not all, of their
psychic apparatus.

Science News Letter, March 7, 1931

PHYSICS

7, 1931

147

ENORMOUS ICE FLOWERS

These ice crystals of giant dimensions and
fairy-like delicacy were formed as the re-
sult of very unusual underground condi-
tions in the caves of the Ural moun-
tains. They owe their beauty to their hol-
low formation. Some have been found as
large as 18 inches in diameter. W hile na-
ture turns out such huge ice crystals, sci-
entists working in their laboratories have
not been able to make one large enough
to be seen with the naked eye.

Hollow lce Crystals Formed
In Famous Kungur Caves

LARGE ice crystals, up to eighteen
inches across, can be found at only
one spot in the world, at the famous
Kungur ice-caves of the Ural mountains,
is the claim made by Dr. W. Altberg
and W. Troschin in a recent number of
the scientific magazine, Naturwissen-
schaften.

Creeping its way along the chill sub-
terranean passages, the expedition of
the Hydrological Institute of Leningrad,
led by these scientists gasped at the
fantastic structures taken by water in
these remote grottos. They returned
with a priceless set of photographs to
share their amazement with the scienti-
fic world.

Snowflakes, seen under the micro-
scope as beautiful, delicate six-pointed
crystals of very varied designs, will not
bear comparison with these strange Rus-
sian formations. Hailstones on very
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rare occasions have been found to con-
sist of larger crystals, visible without
magnification.

The cave crystals are not compact and
solid. They are hollow, and six-angled,
with a curious, spiral geometry. They
show the intricate tropical forest effects
of window-pane frost projected into
three dimensions.

The odds against the coincidence of
unusual physical circumstances neces-
sary for the growth of large crystals to
visible size must be enormous, the Soviet
scientists say. Only at one other place
on the earth’s surface have they been
reported and there not permanently.

The ice is deposited like hoatfrost
by the cooling of moist air as it passes
outwards through the caves. Those of
the weird caves, so far explored, 22 in
number, stretch in a nearly straight line
for a distance of a kilometer. Measure-
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ments by the Hydrological group showed
that with a temperature outside of 40
degrees below zero the entrance to the
first grotto, which contains much ice,
was at 3 degrees Fahrenheit. The tem-
perature rose steadily as the awed party
passed inward through the successive
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caverns, reaching as high as 45 degrees
Fahrenheit above zero in the innermost
cave.

The information obtained by the
Leningrad party throws new light on the
mode of formation of ice crystals and
on the origin of ice caves.
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|mproved X-Ray Methods
Developed at Mayo Clinic

New Technique Makes Possible Use of X-Ray
In Fighting Gall Bladder Troubles and Intestinal Ills

R. B. R. Kitklin and Dr. H. M.
Weber, of the Mayo Clinic,
Rochester, Minn., have announced re-
sults of new work in the X-ray detec-
tion of disease. Dr. Kirklin’s work has
been on the gall bladder and Dr.
Weber's on the large intestine.

The X-ray picture, as is well known,
is a shadow, cast in varying density, ac-
cording to whether the rays can or can-
not pass through the tissues. The stom-
ach, intestines, normal gall bladder, and
their normal contents allow the rays
to pass easily, and therefore do not cast
good shadows on the X-ray film. Shad-
ows of gallstones which would stop the
passage of X-rays have been seen on
films for many years. However, not all
gallstones are satisfactorily opaque to
X-rays.

The story of the development of
methods for getting X-ray pictures of
the gall bladder is a long record of bril-
liant achievement. Briefly, the method is
as follows: The patient is given a harm-
less dye through which X-rays will not
pass, and which is gathered up in the
gall bladder; then pictures are taken at
intervals for a number of hours.

Using this method, until recently it
has been considered impossible to dis-
tinguish between the shadows of gall-
stones of low calcium content and
papillomas, which are little wart-like
growths. However, Dr. Kirklin found
a number of features that were charac-
teristic of papillomas and not of gall-
stones. For instance the shadows of the
papillomas were in the same position on
all the films, whereas the shadows of
gall-stones might be in different places
on different films ; moreover, the shadows
of papillomas were not immediately at

the bottom of the gall bladder, whereas
the stones would be likely to be there,
like marbles in the bottom of a bag.
There were, also, other characteristics.
Four patients on whom Dr. Kirklin
made the diagnoses were operated on,
and papillomas were found, as he had
predicted, in all four.

The method used by Dr. Weber in
taking X-ray pictures of the large in-
testine was developed by Dr. A. W.
Fischer, in Germany, and has been used
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also by Dr. ]J. Gershon-Cohen in this
country in the X-ray diagnosis of tuber-
culosis of the large intestine.

It has been customary, in taking X-
ray pictures of the large intestine, to
give the patient an enema, in which is
suspended some barium, a substance
through which X-rays will not pass.
Thus, a shadow of the barium-filled in-
testine is obtained and deformities
caused by disease can be seen. The
method is good. However, it fails to
disclose soft masses that do not cause
deformity of the wall of the intestine,
but merely project into its cavity.

The new method discloses such
masses, including growths called polyps,
in which Dr. Weber was particularly in-
terested. The patient takes the enema,
as in the old method, but expels it
Then, before the picture is taken, what
might be called an air enema is given
very carefully. The result is that the
polyps, to the surface of which the
barium has adhered, are outlined.

To detect the presence of these
polyps is important, since they have a
tendency to develop into cancer. Also,
Dr. Kirklin expects that his discovery
that papillomas of the gall bladder can
be detected, will be extended to the de-
tection of early gall bladder cancers.
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Non-Living Matter May

Learn and Remember

HE ABILITY to learn and remember
is probably not confined to living
organisms.

An important mathematical investi-
gation by Dr. N. Rashevsky of the Re-
search Laboratories of Westinghouse
Electric and Manufacturing Company
has shown that certain mixtures of life-
less fluid substances ought to show be-
havior indistinguishable from what we
call memory. Properly chosen combina-
tions of liquids will respond to repeated
changes in the temperature, pressure or
other conditions to which they are sub-
jected, as if they were sensitive to their
past experience and could put 2 and 2
together.

Apparently this unique behavior is
possible in a system which may come to
rest in more than one position. For in-
stance, a rectangular block may be in
equilibrium when resting on any one

of its faces. In addition, however, there
must be a lag in the changes within the
mixture itself, by which when the sub-
stance is displaced from its resting con-
dition an appreciable time is required
for recovery.

Dr. Rashevsky has actually proved
that such mixtures would show Pavlov’s
famous conditioned reflex which is the
foundation of behavioristic psychology.

It is not suggested that this is the
exact physical mechanism of memory in
living animals. Further, no such mix-
ture has yet been made and tested in
the laboratory, though the mathematics
makes that sequel probable.

However, this is one of the most
daring and well-informed attempts to
handle a question of psychology and
biology by the method of mathematical
physics.
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