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Nature ‘Ramblings

Wild Iris

UR GRANDMOTHERS always
kept a goodly plot, in their well-
tended gardens, for the flowers they
called “flags.” We, with a wider world
of horticultural offerings to choose
from, are becoming increasingly devoted
to the taller, more variegated, frequently
more delicately tinted descendants of
these same flags, which we now call by
their Latin name, Iris.

But almost all of the varieties of iris
we grow in our gardens, as well as the
old-fashioned “flags” of our grand-
mothers, are imported flowers—immi-
grants or the descendants of immi-
grants, like ourselves. Some of them,
like the bright yellow Iris pseudacorus,
have escaped from cultivation and are
mingling amicably with the native
wildflower population in wet places.

However, America has its own tribe
of native irises, that need yield nothing
to the newcomers from Europe and the
Orient, whether in beauty of form or
in decorative color scheme. Perhaps the
most widely distributed, and cerrainly
one of the loveliest, is the species
known simply as the larger blue flag.

There is a peculiar thing about all
iris leaves, that is not found in those
of any other flower. If you will look
at one of the plants, you will see that
the stiff, sword-shaped leaves are
turned edgewise toward the stem, and
not, as in other plants, with the flat
side facing upward. You will notice
also that the stem seems to come from
the inside of the leaf, which clasps its
base. The reason is, that the iris leaf
is really folded in the middle, with its
upper surface grown together inside, so
that what seem to be the two sides of
the leaf are really only two halves of
the back!
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ASTRONOMY

Search for Comet
In Eastern Morning Sky

FTER nearly eight months with-

out discovering a comet, astrono-
mers are now anxiously watching the
eastern morning sky for the reappear-
ance of Neujmin’s periodic comet. Dis-
covered by a European astronomer in
1913, it was under observation at that
time from September 6 to the follow-
ing January. Since then it has not been
seen, but calculations indicate that it re-
turns once every 18 years.

Dr. Harlow Shapley, director of the
Harvard College Observatory, Cam-
bridge, Mass., has made public a
“search ephemeris” computed by Frank
Seagrave. This tells where the comet
should be, and provides astronomers
with information as to where they
should direct their telescopes. Accord-
ing to these figures the comet is now in
the constellation of Cetus, the whale,
visible low in the east just before sun-
rise. It is moving in an easterly direc-
tion, towards the sun, so that it will in-
crease in brightness, but as it enters the
sun’s glare, it will become more difficult
to locate.

Probably even when brightest, it will
be too faint to be observed with the un-
aided eye.
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ToP;'ZI;VEo?EI;:E;\g Fever
Makes Whole World Kin

See Front Cover
IN THE SPRING a young man’s fancy
turns to thoughts of another nap even
more often than it does to amative
imaginings, Tennyson to the contrary
notwithstanding. “Spring fever,” that
drowsiness and mild lassitude that
comes of warmth and well-being rather
than of the crabbed winter of fatigue,
has never received the serious attention
of research workers in pathology—and
it is to be hoped it never will. They
might trn up a cure for it, which
would be most deplorable.

Whatever spring fever is, it is no
monopoly of the higher primates. Its
benign affliction is visited on our
humbler brethren as well. Cornelia
Clarke’s cat had a fine awack of it
Miss Clarke herself, however, remained
awake enough to snap the camera
shutter at the right moment.
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An aid in the preparation of soils to the proper acid reaction for the optimum
growth of plants, lawns, shrubs and crops—

A SOIL TEST SET FOR THE LAYMAN

With this small pocket soil testing set the exact reaction of soils from

weak acid to alkaline (pH range 4.0 to 9.0) can be quickly determined by any-
one who can follow the printed directions. A handbook is also provided which
gives the theory of the soil reaction measurements together with practical,
helpful information on soils and their effect on the growth of various plants,
shrubs, crops or lawns. A comprehensive classified list of plants is given,
grouped according to their soil reaction preference.

The soil test outfit consists of a porcelain testing block, a
metal measuring spoon, a glass percolator tube for clays, a clean-
ing cloth, a bottle of indicator fluid, directions and a soil hand-
book, all packed in a box measuring 4x4x1%4 inches.

The white, glazed, porcelain testing block has two depres-
sions on its face connected by a moat. Along this moat are a
series of graduated col-
or shades against which
the color of the indicator
fluid is compared after be-
ing in contact with the soil
for one minute. These col-
ors are numbered for ref-
erence.

No. 12413 each $3.25

For other soil testing equipment, ask for catalog SL
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