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PSYCHOLOGY

Special School Helps “Bad”
Children Become “Good”

/'y AD” children, victims of a peculiar
brain disease called encephalitis
which sometimes turns even the best-
behaved little boys and girls into “bad”
ones, have learned to be “'good” again
after staying at the special school for
them at the Pennsylvania Hospital,
Philadelphia, Dr. Earl D. Bond and Dr.
Kenneth E. Appel of the department of
nervous and mental diseases of the hos-
pital have just reported. Attemps to
treat such children in their own or foster
homes have been generally unsuccessful.
Forty-six out of forty-eight of these
children were able to learn by experi-
ence and to improve while in the hos-
pital, these physicians stated in their re-
cently published book describing the first
six years’ experience at the school.

Seven of twenty children discharged
from the hospital school were able to
keep up their improvement after return-
ing to their homes.

“The children being kept in the
school show great promise and most of
them are being kept, not because they
have not improved, but because they are
doing so well that it seems worth while
to make their chances in the community
still better,” the report states.

Temper tantrums, stealing and lying,
and running away from home are some

of the common forms of bad behavior
shown by these children after the attack
of encephalitis.

This brain disease has sometimes been
called “'sleeping” sickness, because its
victims are often unusually drowsy and
fall asleep at odd times during the day,
and are hard to awaken. It is not the
same as African or true sleeping sickness
which is caused by a germ. Very mild
attacks of encephalitis may not be recog-
nized, although behavior disturbances
follow the mild as well as the severe at-
tacks.
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ZOOLOGY

First Known Hybrid of
Elk and Moose Is Killed

THE FIRST known specimen of a
cross between a moose and an elk
was recently killed in the Deerlodge Na-
tional Forest, in Bear Gulch.

The animal, known to United States
forest rangers as “‘the elk with the funny
horns,” associated with elk and grazed
like them, but had a body and horns
that were half moose and half elk. He
was first seen on the Boulder Creek Dis-
trict of the Deerlodge Forest when about
three years old, judging from his ap-
pearance. When killed, the animal
weighed 1,100 pounds.
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ZOOLOGY

Nature Ramblings

Gopher

OT summer weather doesn’t seem

to discourage the industrious
gopher, that stumpy-tailed relative of
the squirrel and the rat that is as thor-
ough-going a miner as the mole and if
possible even more of a nuisance to
have in your lawn or garden. For one
thing, the mole is a worm-hunter, and
if he ruins your strawberry bed or as-
paragus patch that is your hard luck,
but not a deliberate sin on his part.
But the gopher is after the vegetables.
Like most of his rodent kin, he is
mainly herbivorous, though at times he
is a troublesome killer of young chick-
ens.

In addition to the mischief he causes
by direct raid, he piles up huge disfig-
uring dumps of earth. If his opera-
tions chance to take him into a polo
field or any other place where horses
are ridden hard, a two-cent gopher ma;
ruin a pony worth several hundreds be-
fore you could say “scat.” Gopher
holes broke a leg for many a cow-pony
in the old days of the open range.

There are a number of species of
gophers, but they all look so much alike
that their differences ate of interest
mainly to the professional zoologist.
The animal known in the West as the
striped gopher is often mistaken for a
ground-squirrel, but is really a close
cousin to the less conspicuously marked
Eastern pocket-gopher. An  Asiatic
relative is known as “souslik.”

One serious economic effect of
gopher activities is felt in river areas
subject to frequent flooding. Here the
little animals burrow under or through
the protective earthen levees, making
them leaky and weak. In such places
it is often found worth while to put a
small bounty on their heads.
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