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Crops Wrecked as Drought
Center Shifts to Northwest

ROUGHT, the foe of agriculture,

has shifted its center this year and
drawn in its parching arms. In the cen-
tral valleys of the country, where last
summer a continual blazing sun made
conditions the worst, rain now falls;
and this time in the northwest, unyield-
ing skies have been seen the longest.
But the stricken area is less than was
the drought focus of 1930, Joseph B.
Kincer of the U. S. Weather Bureau
has found, and the country as a whole
is faring better.

Montana, Minnesota, and the Da-
kotas, after experiencing their dryest
winter, have been getting a double dose
of heat and lack of precipitation. Since
January 1 the rainfall in these states
has been about a third below normal.
For the six-months period, figures from
the U. S. Weather Bureau show, North
Dakota averaged 60 per cent. of the
normal rainfall while for the same pe-
riod in 1930 its average was 92 per
cent. normal. For Montana the average
is 51 per cent. during the past six
months as compared with 73 per cent.
normal for the time last year.

Twice As Much Cotton

That the drought is serious in the
north central and western states, is
shown by the fact that for the month
of July alone 200,000,000 bushels of
the nation’s corn crop have been lost.
Heavy drops, ranging from 4 to 137
million bushels, have also been reported
in July for oats, barley and other small
crops, while the decrease in the spring
wheat yield is the greatest on record.

In contrast to these losses, Arkansas,
probably the worst sufferer during last
summer’s dry spell, is having bumper
crops—twice as much cotton as last
year—and the rainfall average has
jumped from 19 per cent. of normal
for July, 1930, to 157 per cent. of nor-
mal for the same month this season.

Pasture lands are feeling the grip of
the present drought most keenly. From
Ohio westward, Mr. Kincer says, at
least a third of the states have the poor-
est or next to the poorest pastutes on
record. As the center of this summer’s
drought area, South Dakota has the
poorest pastures in the state’s history,

and with the exception of two or three
states in the past, is harder hit in this
respect than any other state in the coun-
try in any year.

Mr. Kincer explained that in its en-
tirety the United States was not suffer-
ing from the drought as much as during
last year because the drought center is
considerably smaller this year and be-
cause the rains, though few in compari-
son with normal years, have been well
distributed and have come at intervals
necessary to keep crops in general from
failing.
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THE GIRL ON THE COVER

ER name is Janet Penserdsa. She

is about four years old and her
home is at the New York Zoological
Patk. And now she can claim the dis-
tinction of being the- first female go-
rilla to survive in Gotham’s animal
center. Not only that but she is prob-
ably the only gorilla that has stayed out
of doors during the day for an entire
year in the North Temperate zone.
Her attendant let her play in the snow
and she liked it

Charles V. Noback, veterinarian of
the patk where Penserosa lives, has
told interestingly of how he saw to it
that pneumonia, the nemesis of baby
gorillas brought to this country, didn’t
carry his charge away. Penserosa, as
she is called because of her serious and
pensive nature, was taken from Central
Africa by a clergyman in the summer
of 1928, and given to the New York
Zoological Society.

Miss Janet, as she appears on the
cover, is suffering, as the saying goes,
from either the weather or the com-
pany. It probably isn’t the latter be-
cause her ally in time of distress and
continual playmate is another young
lady, a jovial, light-hearted chimpanzee,
named Ellen Allegra. They have a
grand time together.

Janet was sickly when she first came
to the park, but a steady diet of frui,
vegetables and cod liver oil has made
her plump (stylishly so) and healthy.
And does she like bananas!
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Greater Laboratory
Furniture Values

Our large production re-
sults in low prices for
High Grade Furniture

When you need new laboratory furniture of
any kind, look for it in the Kewaunee Blue
Book. You will find between its covers over
1500 different pieces listed and described. It is
the most comprehensive book of the industry
and is a reliable
buyer’s guide to sci-
entifically, pedagogic-
ally and technically
correct laboratory fur-
niture.

It makes no dif-
ference whether you
need carloads or just
one piece, Kewaunee
offers you the very
best value and is
pleased to have an
opportunity to serve o~ ... Ch

you. Our large pro- and Physics Table N;.
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duction enables us to
produce high qual-
ity laboratory furni-
ture at remarkably low prices.

If you do not have a copy of the Kewaunee
Blue Book, write for one today. We send it

General Chemistry Table No. D-794

postpaid to all buyers or teachers who request
it on the letterhead of their institution. Write
direct to our Kewaunee office.

Lincoln Science Desk No. D-503

Kewaunee also builds a complete line of qual-
ity Library Furniture. If you wish our Library
Furniture Catalog, it will also be sent prepaid
on written request.
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