"?';f ml
SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

THE ‘WEEKLY SUMMARY OF CURRENT SCIENCE o

JANUARY 20, 1934

Daughter of Eskimo Chief Lies Here

See Page 44

- \\

S CIENCE SERVICE PUBLICATION

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

The Science News-Letter. IIKOIRN
www.jstor.org




34

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

VOL. XXV No. 667
The Weekly Current
Summary of Science

Published by
SCIENCE SERVICE

The Institution for the Popularization of Sci-
ence organized under the auspices of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, the National Re-
search Council and the American Association
for the Advancement of Science.

Edited by WATsoN Davis

Subscription rates—$5.00 a year postpaid; two
years $7.00; 15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies
to same address, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers
more than six mronths old, 25 cents.

Canadian and foreign subscribers please add
two dollars ($2.00) per vear to regular sub-
scription rates to cover postage. )

In requesting change ot address, please give
your old address as well as the new one in mnoti-
fication to Circulation Department, SCIENCE
News Lerter, 21st and Constitution Ave.,
Washington, D. C., at least two weeks before
change is to become effective. L.

Advertising rates furnished on application.

Board of Trustees of Science Service

Honorary President, William E. Ritter, Uni-
versity of California. Representing the American
Association for the Advancement of Science,
J. McKeen Cattell, President, Editor, Science,
Garrison, Burton E. Livingston, Johns
Hopkins_University, Baltimore, Md.; Raymond
Pearl, Director, Institute for Biological Re-
search, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore,
Md.  Representing the National Academy of
Sciences, Howell, Vice-President and
Chairman of Executive Committee, Johns Hop-
kins University, Baltimore, Md.; R. A. Milli-
kan, Director, Norman Bridge Laboratory_of
Physics, California_ Institute of Technology, Pas-
adena, Calif.; David White, Senior Geologist, U.
S. Geological Survey. Representing National Re-
search Council, Vernon Kellogg, Secretary
Emeritus, National Research Council, Washing-
ton, D. C.; G. Abbot, Secretary, Smithsonian
Institution, Washington, D. C.; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor of Industrial and Engineering
Chemistry. Representing Journalistic Profession,
ohn H. Finley, Associate Editor, New York

imes; Mark Sullivan, Writer, Washington, D.
C.; Marlen E. Pew, Editor of Editor and Pub-
lisher, New York City. Representing E. W.
Scripps Estate, Harry L. Smithton, Treasurer,
Cincinnati, Ohio; Robert P. Scripps, Scnpps-
Howard Newspapers, West Chester, Ohio;
Thomas L. Sidlo, Cleveland, Ohio.

Staff of Science Service

Director, Watson Davis; Staff writers: Ffaqk
Thone, Emily C. Davis, Jane Stafford, Marjorie
Van de Water, J. W. Young; Librarian, Minna
Gill; Sales and Advertising Manager, Hallie
Jenkins. . .

Copyright, 1934 by Science Service, Inc. Re-
ublication of any portion of the ScIENCE
RIEWS LETTER is strictly prohibited since it is
distributed for personal, school, club or library
use only. Newspapers, magazines and other pub-
lications are invited to avail themselves of the
numerous syndicate services issued by Science
Service, details and samples of which will gladly
be sent on request. e

Members of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science have the privilege of
subscribing to the ScieEnce News LETTER at the
reduced price of $3 per year. Application t:or
this privilege should be acconrpanied by priv-
ilege card obtained from the Permanent Secre-
tary, A. A. A. S., Smithsonian Institution
Building, Washington, D. C. X

Publication Office, 1930 Clifton Ave., Balti-
more, Md., Editorial and Executive Office, Con-
stitution Ave. at 21st St., N. W., Washington,

Address all communications to Washington,
C. Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.
Entered as second class matter October 1,
1926, at the post-office at Baltimore, Md., under
the act of March 3, 1879. Established in mime-
ographed form March 13, 1922. Title_registered
as trade-nrark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Of-

fices.

SCIENCENEWS LETTER for January 20,

DO YOU

The banana “tree” is really an herb.

Approximately 400 square miles of
the floor of Death Valley lies below sea
level.

There are at least 525 cities in the
world with 100,000 or more people,
and nine-tenths of them are in the
Northern hemisphere.

Deaths from carbon monoxide gas are
increasing out of all proportion to other
forms of accidental death, warns the
National Safety Council.

The cinchona tree which yields
quinine is a native of South America,
but today 97 per cent. of the world’s
supply comes from Java.

In ancient Babylonia, a money lend-
er often required a borrower to give a
“pledge” in the form of a slave or
other property which the lender could
use until the loan was repaid—a sub-
stitute for interest.

1934

KNOW?

A map, apparently drawn by the
daughter of Marco Polo, and showing
the route of his famous Asiatic jour-
neys, has come to light.

Government scientists discovered that
in Swiss-cheese making there are three,
possibly four, kinds of bacteria involved,
each with a particular task.

Forty million, or more, young trees
are to be planted on lands where erosion
has washed off the rich top soil, accord-
ing to conservation work plans.

Careless smokers have been blamed
for starting more fires in the national
parks than originate from other causes,
but this year lightning was the most
frequent fire cause.

A botanist says that modern house-
keepers have less “luck” with house
plants than grandma had because grand-
ma knew more about plants and her
house was better adapted to growing
them.

ARCHAEOLOGY
What kind of garment was an Eskimo chief’s
daughter buried in? p. 44

ASTRONOMY
What is a nova? p 41.

CRIMINOLOGY
What might criminologists learn from a ran-
som note sent by kidnapers? p. 36

ENTOMOLOGY

How is corn acreage reduction likely to re-
duce insects? p. 47.

What is duckweed? p. 36

GENERAL SCIENCE

How many millions of the cost of running
the Federal government this year goes for sci-
entific research? p. 35

How much are funds for Federal scientific
work expected to be cut in 1933-34? p. 35.

GENETICS
In what form of life has heat treatment pro-
duced mutations? p. 41.

GEOLOGY .
Why are rainwater pools of the Southwest
different? p 38.

METEOROLOGY
What weather maxim does the summer of
1933 illustrate? p. 41.

NUTRITION
Do brain workers need special food? p. 41

PALEONTOLOGY

How long were the horns of California’s
triple sized bison? p. 35. A History of Land
Mammals in the Western Hemisphere—W . B
Scott—Macmillan, 1924, $6.50.

PHYSICS . . .
How do cosmic rays originate, according to
Dr. Langer? p
How may the velocity of atomic particles be
estimated? p. 44.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

In what particular is physics experiment
ahead of theory? p. 46 Atoms, Molecules and
Quanta—A. E. Ruark and H. C. Urey—Mc-
Graw-Hill, 1930, $7.

PLANT PATHOLOGY .

How may plants be automatically watered?
p. 40

What part of a cell contains the virus of
mosaic disease? p. 37.

PsycHoLOGY

How many average persons pass tests for
steadiness as well as marksmen? p. 37

How much more ralkative are stuttering than
normal children? p 46.

PusLIC HEALTH

How many were killed by the last great out-
break of plague in Manchuria? p. 42. Medical
fmomology—Robert Matheson—Thomas, 1932,
5

in how many states is diphtheria mortality
increasing? p. 38.

What kinds of proprietary medicines must
according to the proposed Pure Food and Drug
Bill carry their formulae on the label? p. 39.
100,000,000 Guinea Pigs—Arthur Kallet and
F ]J. Schlink—Vangnard, 1933, $2

SOCIOLOGY )

In what subject have college teaching ap-
pointments suffered least from the depression?
p.

. Who would restore the tribe to importance
in Indian affairs? p. 40.

Z0OLOGY
Who put the mongoose in literature? p 47.

These curiosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of scientific activity from
which this week’s news comes. Book references
in italic type are not sources of information for
the article, but are references for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book
Department, Science News Letter, at publishers’
prices, prepaid in the United States.
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Here is an intellectual game your friends will

enjoy. Any number can play—as many as ten or more,

as few as two.

People who like to use their heads will

find it interesting and stimulating.

The game requires a set of ten striking science pic-

tures.

The object is to write the most accurate, most

amusing, most curiosity-arousing, or most clever title.

How to Play

Let us say you have six guests. Se-
lect six pictures from your set, and
give one of the pictures, face down,
to each guest. Then pass paper arnd
pencils. Announce that you will al-
low one minute for each person to
write the number of his picture and
a good title that will show that he (or
she) knows what the picture is. Or
make the purpose: (1) Most amusing
title; or (2) Most curiosity-arousing
title; or (3) Most clever title.

Keep time with a watch having a
second hand. Allow no one to work
overtime. Quick judgments will re-

sult in more fun-provoking answers.

Keep the six pictures rotating until
each person has guessed at all of them.
Then have each one read aloud his
titles. The one with the greatest
number of best titles wins.

How to Get the Pictures

Fill in and mail, with 30 cents in
stamps or coins, the coupon below, and
we will send you two copies of SCI-
ENCEPICTURES, the new book

containing forty-five photographic re-
productions, each the size of Science

News LerTer’s front cover picture.

There is an unusual title under each
picture. Opposite each there is a
clear, brief description of the subject
matter of the picture, for your use in

judging titles.

- —This coupon

cents.
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How to Make the Game

Clip from one book the pictures you
want to use and paste them on cards for
your game. Keep the other book for ref-
erence. We suggest that you use the fol-
lowing titles from the book, as a starter:

“Like a Jewel from Fairyland”

“Spiny Sculpin Uses Chinese

Camouflage”

“Not a Fairy’s Furry Opera Cloak”

‘“New Atom Smashing Machine”

‘“Young Gargoyle Out for a Walk”

‘“Wind Blown Lightning”’

“55 Ton ‘Top’ to make Ship Ride

Smoothly”

‘““Myriads of Sisters, but No Twin”

“She-Wolf Guards Her Young”

“In the Form of a Dove”

When you have pasted these pictures
on stiff paper or cardboard, number the
cards in order, from one to ten. Now
you are ready to start playing this new
game for people interested in science and
in scientific oddities—this game for peo-
ple who like to use their heads.

is worth 20c— — — - —

SCIENCEPICTURES sells for 25 cents a copy. You will need two, one

as a reference and the other to cut up for the new game. We don’t want
to charge you full price for the second, so we will send you both for 30

Send for the two copies of SCIENCEPICTURES, and start playing the
new game for people who like to use their heads !

To Sciexce News LerTER

SCIENCEPICTURES.

Name

21st and Constitution Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C.

For the enclosed 30 cents please send me two 25-cent copies of the new book,

Street Address

City

State




