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THE
RENAISSANCE
OF MEDICINE
IN ITALY

By Arturo Castiglioni

Professor of the History of Medicine
at the University of Padua, Dr. Castig-
lioni gives a brief survey of the es-
sential features of Renaissance medi-
cine, emphasizing the leading part
played by Italy in this development.

105 pages, $1.50

The Johns Hopkins Press Baltimore
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THE CARUS MATHEMATICAL
MONOGRAPH NO. 5

A HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS
IN AMERICA BEFORE 1900

By DAVID EUGENE SMITH, Professor
Emeritus of Mathematics, Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, and JEKUTHIEL GINS-
BURG, Professor of Mathematics, Yeshiva Col-
lege, New York.
Pp. 209, Illustrated. Price $2.00

. The latest publication of the Carus Mathemat-
ical Monographs, which a-e intended to make ac-
cessible at nominal cost the keenest researches in
pure and applied mathematics, is purely historical.
It deals with the development of mathematics in
the United States from elementary beginnings in the
colonial period, to the development of applied
mathematics in connection with astronomy, physics,
and natural science, on to the interest displayed in
‘‘pure mathematics’” in the last quarter of the 18th
century when the foundations were laid upon which
modern developments are built.

Write for complete list of our mathematical books

The Open Court Publishing Company

149 East Huron Street Chicago, Ill.

THE
CHEMICAL
FORMULARY
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An up-to-the-minute collection of valuable, p-ac-
tical formulae for making thousands of products.
A boon for chemists, engineers, technical workers,
instructors and executives. It bridges the gap be-
tween theory and practice.

Formulae on: Abrasives, adhesives, alloys, anti-
freezes. anti-corrosives, antiseprics, artificial rubber,
boiler compounds, catalysts, cattle dips and sprays,
celluloid, cements, cleaning compounds, cosmetics,
crayons, decolorizers, deodorizers, disinfectants,
driers, solvents, dyes. enamels, explosives, extracts,
flavors, and hundreds more.

More than 3000 new formulae.

Not a revised edition but a_completely new book.
Only $6.00, plus charges if sent .

THE CHEMICAL FORMULARY CO.
Thirty-Five 35th Street Brooklyn, N. Y.
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SCIENCE NEWS LETTER for April 21, 1934

Love of Pets Chief Obstacle

In Conquest of Parrot Fever

Public Does Not Realize Danger and Ease of Acquiring
Psittacosis Even From Birds Other Than Parrots

l GNORANCE of the danger and deep-
rooted love for pets are standing in
the way of the conquest of parrot fever.
These two obstacles to control of the
disease and prevention of future out-
breaks were pointed out by Prof. K. F.
Meyer of the Hooper Foundation, Uni-
versity of California, at the meeting
of the American College of Physicians.

The public does not appreciate the
possible danger of contact with birds,
particularly birds of unknown origin,
Prof. Meyer said in discussing the dis-
ease, which has been a constant menace
since 1929 and which claimed ten vic-
tims in Pittsburgh last month.

Facts about parrot fever or-psittacosis
known by scientists but little known by
the public were presented by Prof.
Meyer as follows:

Actual contact with or possession of
parrakeets is not necessary to cause the
disease. A brief visit in a room with
birds or sojourn in a baggage car trans-
porting birds may be followed by dis-
ease in persons susceptible to it.

Women ate affected by the disease
more frequently than men. This is part-
ly because they are either engaged in
breeding parrakeets for a livelihood or
because as lovers of pets they come
more closely in contact with the birds.

Not only parrots and parrakeets are
susceptible to psittacosis, and conse-
quently a possible danger, but also the
canary, bullfinch, nonpareil, Java spar-
row, cockateel, Bengalese, Pekin robin,
and even the chicken.

Young birds are the chief danger as
source of the disease. Mature birds,
eight months or older, are much more
resistant and are seldom if at all in-
volved in human outbreaks. Over 70
per cent. or nearly three-fourths of hu-
man cases have been caused by newly ac-
quired shell parrakeets.

The disease may be acquired by di-
rect contact through handling the
body of a dead bird, by feathers, by
excreta, by nasal discharge and through
bite wounds. It may also be acquired
from virus particles in the air. There
is no doubt that droppings or nasal dis-

IS8 (¢

i
Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to [P
The Science News-Letter. RIKGJY

charges containing the disease-produc-
ing virus are readily scattered by the
flying motions of the birds.

Psittacosis belongs to the class of
filterable virus diseases. The specific
causative agent consists of minute par-
ticles of living matter that can only
be seen through a microscope and which
are known as L. C. L. bodies or
Rickettsia psittaci.

The disease has a high death rate,
one out of every four or five cases end-
ing fatally.

Commenting on the difficulty of con-
trol in spite of adequate scientific knowl-
edge of it, Prof. Meyer said:

“The majority of bird breeders, pet-
shop owners, lovers of birds and even
veterinarians still doubt the existence of
such a disease as psittacosis. Bird breed-
ers and pet-shop owners whose parra-
keets have caused sickness and death
still declare in 1934 that psittacosis is
an imaginary malady and the publicity
hysterical propaganda to injure their
business.”

Science News Letter, April 21, 193}

ETHNOLOGY

Navajos To Build
Their Own Capital

AVA]JO Indians are to have their
own capital at Window Rock, in
Arizona. At the site, designated by Sec-
retary of Interior Harold L. Ickes and
Commissioner of Indian Affairs John
Collier, the government will construct
administration buildings from which the
Navajos will direct their own affairs.

Window Rock, a beautiful site in
the rocky, colorful mesaland of Arizona,
was selected by Commissioner Collier in
council with tribal chairmen and a com-
mittee. It is accessible to all parts of the
Navajo reservation.

The Navajos will hold their own as-
semblies and have a larger measure of
self-rule than they have had since the
coming of white men. Indians will build
the structures for their capital.

Science News Letter, April 21, 1934
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