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SCIENCE NEwWS LETTER for September

DO YOU

Eighty-nine breeds of dogs are rec-
ognized by fanciers.

There are 800 species of flowering
plants in Glacier National Park.

Dried apricots, raw or cooked, are
found to be a good source of vitamins
A and C, particularly the former.

The Great Serpent Mound in Ohio,
constructed by Indians long ago, is a
winding effigy of earth 1,400 feet long.

The brown trout’s habit of taking ref-
uge under stones and in crevices when
disturbed makes it easy prey for snap-
ping turtles.

Hybrid chickens that grow faster and
are ready for market earlier than pure
bred fowl are being tried out by gov-
ernment scientists.

Human beings ate more fortunate
than hatchery fish when it comes to be-
ing treated for sickness: men can be
treated as individuals, but fish have to
be dosed wholesale, the well with the
sick.
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KNOW?

An African elephant’s ears may be as
large as five by three feet.

Argentina is achieving promising re-
sults with experiments in raising tung
trees, sources of the useful tung oil.

Florida hurricanes do one piece of
constructive work, in that they destroy
appreciable quantities of pests that at-
tack citrus trees.

Keeping hatchery fish healthy is a
problem for fish culturists, and one
epidemic last year killed three million
Loch Leven trout, potentially worth
$25,000.

Radio is making Americans “speech
conscious” and improving our way of
speaking, says Miss A. O. Hunnewell,
instructor in English at the University of
California.

A government survey of real prop-
erty shows that in one typical city 35
per cent. of the homes are in good con-
dition, 44 per cent. need minor repairs,
18 per cent. need structural repairs, and
the rest are unfit for habitation.

ARCHAEOLOGY

What weapons did the earliest American
hunters use? p. 147. Ancient Americans—Emily
C. Davis—Holz, 1931, $3.50.

Who once lived on Kodiak island? p. 152.

Why was Farmer Olof Christoffersson
knighted? p. 153.

ASTRONOMY
What made the cracks on the moon? p. 148.

CHEMISTRY
Of what does Dakin’s solution consist? p.

What two things come out of fire? p. 158.

GEOGRAPHY

Of what use are geographers? p. 151. The
New World: Problems in Political Geography—
Isaiah Bowman—W orld Book Co., 1930, $3.

MEDICINE

Can a mother cause cancer in herself? p.
152.

Can drugs be soaked in through the skin?
p. 156.

METEOROLOGY

Where do hurricanes usually come from? p.
150. Why the Weather—Charles F. Brooks—
Harcourt,” Brace, 1924, $2.

Are deserts thrifty of rain when it falls? p.

MILITARY SCIENCE

What kinds of targets are most liable to at-
tack by airplane? p. 154. What Would Be the
Character of a New War>—Sir Norman Angell
and others—Smith and Haas, 1933, $2.50.

WITH THE SCIENCES THIS WEEK

PHYsICs

How much current is produced by a lightning
stroke? p. 157.

Is a non-magnetic hairspring useful in a
watch? p. 152.

PHYsIOLOGY
Is life possible without glomeruli? p. 153.

PsycHoLOGY
Can you spell well if you read fast? p. 152.

~ Why do cultured people tolerate *‘tough”
films? p. 156.

PusLic HEALTH
How can the spread of diabetes be checked?
p. 158.

PUBLIC SAFETY
What should be done with a drunken driver?
p. 153.

RADIO-METEOROLOGY

How can radio aid in ‘‘spotting’’ hurricanes?
p. 151.

SEISMOLOGY
. What improvements have recently been made
in earthquake-detecting instruments? p. 157.

VETERINARY MEDICINE
Is raw meat good for dogs? p. 152.

These curiosity-arousing questions show at a
glance the wide field of scientific activity from
which this week’s news comes. Book references
in italic t/pe are not sources of information for
the article, but references for further read-
ing. Books cited can be supplied by Book
Department, Science News Letter, at publishers’
prices, postpaid in the United States.




