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OSC::;G;::; Sea Contains
10,000,000 Tons of Seaweed

T HE Sargasso Sea, famed in legend as
the “graveyard of lost ships,” con-
tains 10,000,000 tons of floating sea-
weed. This figure was arrived at through
recent researches carried on by Prof. A.
E. Parr, of the Bingham Oceanographic
Laboratory at Yale University, which,
in cooperation with the Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution, has been col-
lecting data on the distribution and
abundance of the drifting Sargasso
weeds in the North Atlantic Ocean.

An expedition sponsored jointly by
Yale and Woods Hole this season made
long tows through the western part of
the Sargasso Sea area, using nets of
fixed dimensions in an effort to deter-
mine the quantity of floating weeds
present so as to get a more solid foun-
dation to work upon in the further
study of the problems of the weeds and
the animal life they harbor.

“The cumulative towing distance
with these nets actually in the water is
now over 2,000 nautical miles, and from
the results of these tows we are able to
say that the total amount of the floating
Sargasso weeds covering the area of
about 2,000,000 square miles between
Bermuda, the Azores and the West In-
dies, must be expressed in millions of
tons net weight, the actual amount be-
ing probably around 10,000,000 tons,”
Prof. Parr said.

“Though the accuracy of this figure
is, of course, not very great as yet, it
nevertheless represents a great step for-
ward from the previous state of our
knowledge about the Sargasso weed,
when we were not even able to state
with assurance whether we were dealing
with tens or hundreds or thousands,
millions or perhaps even billions of
tons.

“Ten million tons of weeds, impres-
sive as the figure may seem at first
glance, is actually a very small quantity
compared, for instance, with the plant
growth on two million square miles of
fertile land, which will yield about one
billion tons per year or more, but it is
nevertheless sufficient to provide for
the existence of a unique and peculiar
floating community of animals and
plants which is now the subject of furth-
er investigations by the cooperating in-
stitutions.”
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MEMORANDUM ABOUT CHRISTMAS:

What a friendly thing it is to say
"MERRY CHRISTMAS."

We all say it in many ways--with gifts
of as many kinds as there are personalities
to be given to, as well as to give,

Some of you who will read this note
used one or several subscriptions to Science
News Letter last year, to remember friends
and relatives,

Maybe you didn't happen to use Science
News Letter as a gift. If so, we ask you to
consider it now; because those who have
given Science News Letter in the past will
do so again.

If you would 1like us to send you a
Red and Silver Parchment Christmas Greeting
folder to pass along to announce your gift,
please make a notation to that effect on
the order form below.

We are printing below a convenient
Gift order form, which we invite you
to use.

Editor,

GIFT RATES -- SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

1 year 2 years
2 or more subscriptions $3.50 each $7.00 each
A single subscription $5.00 $7.00

You may include your own subscription (new or renewal, for one year or two years) with a gift sub-
years),

cription and thus pay $3.50 per year on each, saving in that way, $1.50 per p Send p

to SCIENCE NEWS LETTER, Washington, D. C.

r ————————————————————————————
Name. ... ...

New O
Address. ... Renewal O
lor2

City........................ State................. Years?

Send Gift Card to me O

And enter my own subscription (new [0 or renewal 0O ?) at the special
Christmas rate for.................. year(s).

Ienclose $.................. in payment.

Check here if you prefer to have us send bill after January 1, 1935. I

Name of person sending order
Address
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