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based on premises which are still in the
making? asks Dr. Peyton Rous, of the
Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re-
search. He questions whether scientists,
as scientists, should endorse such a con-
clusion, which attempts crystallization of
their attitudes toward a conflict, while all
is in flux.

Many people are convinced, in Dr.
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Rous’ opinion, that the gains of dictators
have been made at the expense of nations
that chose to remain at peace in the at-
tempt to insure the continuance of prog-
ress. The unqualified appeal for the
United States to remain at peace may be
taken as a message to the dictators: “Do
what you choose. We won't raise a

finger!”
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Shaking Palsy Treated
With Synthetic Vitamin

Parkinson’s Disease, Hitherto Hopeless Responds
Within a Few Minutes to Injection of Vitamin B,

EMARKABLE changes in Parkin-

son’s disease patients treated with
vitamin B¢ administered intravenously,
effective within a few minutes after the
treatment, were reported by Dr. Tom D.
Spies of Hillman Hospital, Birmingham,
Ala., speaking at the 1ooth annual meet-
ing of Illinois State Medical Society.

A severe and lingering disease called
also paralysis agitans, Parkinson’s disease
is a shaking palsy, marked by muscular
weakness, stiffness and pain. Its treat-
ment has hitherto been considered more
or less hopeless.

Dr. Spies and his colleague, Dr. Wil-
liam B. Bean, treated 11 cases of Park-
insonism of at least four years’ duration,
eight of which were arteriosclerotic and
three of which were post-encephalitic.
Upon the cases following encephalitis
vitamin Bg produced the most remark-
able results. A few minutes after the in-
jection there was marked improvement.
Tremor and rigidity decreased. The pa-
tients were able to walk without cus-
tomary stiffness.

Two of the arteriosclerotic patients
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showed definite improvement, five were
unchanged and one was considerably
worse.

Dr. Spies also reported that Dr. Nor-
man Jolliffe of the New York University
College of Medicine in a personal com-
munication has stated that he has ob-
tained similar results following adminis-
tration of vitamin B; to patients with
Parkinson’s disease.

Temporary relief of neuromuscular
symptoms, roaring sensations in the ears,
anorexia and insomnia in selected per-
sons with malnutrition, obtained through
use of another synthetic vitamin, alpha-
tocopherol, or vitamin E, the so-called
fertility vitamin, was also reported by
Dr. Spies. These patients were badly
nourished but gave no evidence of pel-
lagra, beriberi or riboflavin deficiencies.

Last year Dr. Spies reported that vita-
min Bg, then newly synthesized, pro-
duced dramatic, 24-hour recoveries of pa-
tients with pellagra and beriberi that re-
curred when they lived on their old in-
adequate diets.
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Asks Aid of Psychiatrists
In Selecting Men for Navy

THE U. S. Navy has asked the advice
of the American Psychiatric Associa-
tion, meeting in Cincinnati, in selecting
mentally sound men for this branch of
the national defense.

A trained psychiatrist at every recruit-

ing station, to weed out applicants likely
to break under the strain of battle, would
be the best way of accomplishing the job,
Captain Dallas G. Sutton, M.C., U. S.
Navy, said. There are not enough psy-
chiatrists to man every recruiting station,
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however. There are only enough to meet
the needs of naval training stations and
the larger naval hospitals.

More than 3,000 mental casualties of
war are expected by naval authorities on
the basis of experience during the World
War. With an average strength of 500,-
000 men in the naval forces during those
years, there were 711 men discharged in
1917 because of mental ill health, 1,457
during 1918 and 1,437 during 1919.

“In the event of national emergency
today, the complement would be about
the same as in the two years of the
World War,” Captain Sutton said. “For
that reason, it is felt that we may safely
utilize these figures in connection with
general planning.”

How will officers and men stand the
mental strain of long hours of waiting
for a major naval battle plus the actual
combat itself? Years of rigorous drilling
and instruction to such an extent that
most of the men are “letter perfect in
their reactions” do not give the answer
to this important question because, al-
though every effort is made to parallel
actual battle conditions, there is no way
of injecting the psychological factors of
actual battle in these drills.

“For this reason, there is no means of
evaluating the possible effects of fear,
fatigue, and other allied factors on the
individual, or the organization as a
whole,” Captain Sutton said. “Conditions
may be such in advance of an engage-
ment that all hands may have to be at
their stations for some hours before
actual contact with the enemy is made,
and those who should know indicate
that a battle betwen capital ships may
last from a few minutes to an hour or
more. The general anticipation is that
such a battle would be very short.

“One does not have to accentuate the
details of such possibilities in order to
stress the importance of psychological re-
actions in connections with the service
psychiatric problems.”
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® Earth Trembles

Information collected by Science Service from
seismological observatories resulted in the location
by U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey and the
Jesuit Seismological Association of the following
preliminary epicenters:

Sunday, May 19, 10:17.8 a.m., EST
East of Sakhalin. Latitude, near 50 degrees morth.
Longitude, 158 degrees east. Depth, 500 km.
Tuesday, May 21, 1:48.9 p.m., EST
Tonga Island Group. Latitude, near 23 degrees
south. Longitude, 178 degrees west. Depth, 400
km.
Friday, May 24, 11:38.8 a.m., EST
Off Peruvian coast, near Callao. Latitude 12 de-
grees south. Longitude 78 degrees west. Strong,
destructive shock.

For stations cooperating with Science Service,
the Coast and Geodetic Survey, and the Jesuit
Seismological Association in reporting earthquakes
recorded on their seismographs, see SNL, Feb. 24.
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