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Christmas Greens

ULETIDE preparations, in olden
days, presented no great problem.
The lord of the manor sent his serving-
men out into the woods to hew down
branches of evergreen and holly and
mistletoe. They nailed them up in the
feasting-hall, strewed fresh rushes on the
floor, and everything was ready.
Nowadays the problem isn’t so easily
solved. We have a bigger population,
largely unorganized, and almost wholly
built on an individualistic basis. No more
great feasts in manorial halls; one-family
gatherings in separate homes are the rule
now. Instead of mass gatherings of deco-
rations in the almost limitless forest,
we have individual forays in the family
auto, or even more frequently simply an
excursion no farther than the corner
store to buy our Christmas wreaths and
garlands over a prosaic counter.
Therein lies the danger to our already
perilously diminished woodlands. The
unknown ultimate suppliers of holiday
greenery for the market are all too fre-
quently irresponsible persons who go out
with trucks, to raid land that is not
their own, and who make their collec-
tions in disregard both of the proper
owner’s rights and of the mischief they
may be doing to the forests and the
land, regarded as long-time national
assets. It is therefore wise to make your
purchases with this situation in mind.
Two items should be on everybody’s
boycott list: native holly and ground
pine. So sericus has the stripping of
Eastern and Southern woods of native
American holly become that in some
states it is a jailable offense to be caught
with holly branches, unless you can prove
that you cut them with the owner’s
consent, or that they are from your own
land. Better buy the greener-leaved,
brighter-berried European holly, now

grown in this country especially for the
Yule market.

Ground pine receives less legal protec-
tion than holly, though it really merits
more, because it is often the only ground
cover that exists on the loose, sandy, easily
erodible soils that form the forest floor
in many of our conifer woodlands. The
best thing to do about ground-pine
wreaths is to let them lie unbought, and
get something else. There are plenty of
quite acceptable substitutes that cost less
and do not dry out so quickly.

There are at least two kinds of Christ-
mas greens that as yet have no particu-
lar objections to meet from the con-
servation point of view: mountain laurel
and mistletoe. Mountain laurel is so
abundant as to be considered a weed
shrub in many places, and mistletoe is
a parasite on trees, actually doing them
harm. Foresters, although they are as
romantic as the next fellow, would never-
theless have no regrets if mistletoe were
cut down to a small fraction of its pres-
ent abundance.
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Sponge-Killing Epidemic
Ends in Florida-Bahamas

HE deadly epidemic that was raging

in the sponge beds of Florida and
Bahamas waters last spring has died out
—but, unfortunately, so have most of the
sponges. Dr. Paul S. Galtsoff, biologist
of the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service
who is back in Washington after a com-
prehensive survey of the sponge-produc-
ing areas, reports that the disease, before
it abated, killed off about 75% of the
commoner grades of sponges and nearly
90%, of the finer kinds.

The industry is flat on its back until
a new crop of sponges can grow, and
that is a slow process, requiring several
years. In the meantime, artificial sponges
made of a cellulose compound are mak-
ing heavy inroads into the market once
held by natural sponges, and it is a ques-
tion whether the latter will ever be able
to recapture the lost sales territory.

The sponge-killing disease was caused
by a fungus, that spread like wildfire
through the warm waters where sponges
grow. Nothing could be done against it,
and its disappearance has been as unac-
countable as its sudden outbreak was
some months ago. It is hoped that the
surviving sponges, hope of a new crop,
represent resistant or immune strains
that will found new and hardier races
of sponges, but there is not real assurance
that this is true.

Science News Letter, December 14, 1940

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
The Science News-Letter. RIKGJY

SCIENCE—new discoveries presented in
illustrated, non-technical form?

Plant Experiments in the home—Colchi-
cine the easily applied evolution drug
—Soilless Gardening and a host of
others?

Medical discoveries, Vitamins, New Ex-
periments now under way?
Round-Table-of-ldeas—Suggestions  for
applying new discoveries to your busi-
ness—Ideas for starting new busi-
nesses?

Sources of supply for such items as, Low
cost F.M. radio sets—Alnico magnets—
Ceropyhl (vitamins in grass) — Pure
vitamins—The MT-Scope (locates buried
metals by radio waves)—Plant chemi-
cals, including colchicine, colchisalve,
vitamin B-1 tablets, soilless salts and
other unusual plant chemicals?

*

All these appear monthly in QUEST
Science Summary, a widely read, valu-
able, new, different and intensely inter-
esting magazine of popular science.
SPECIAL OFFER—to introduce QUEST
Send 25c¢ for a sample copy NOW, and
you will receive in addition, the Bryo-
phyllum leaf pictured below.

OR . . . remit $2.00 NOW for a

year's subscription (12 issues) and we
will be very glad to send without
charge both the Bryophyllum and the
Alnico super-magnet pictured below.
GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

. card of acknowledgment to re-
cipient and, if desired, free-offers will
be sent to one address, subscription to

another.
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You will be interested in this rare
sprouting leaf—a curiosity from tropical
countries—Pin it to a curtain or place
it on soil. New plants bearing clusters
of lantern shaped flowers will sprout
from each notch.
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ALNICO

Developed by G.E. It is,

as the name implies, an
1 alloy of aluminum,
Nickel and Cobalt. It is
the most powerful and
persistent magnet
known. Can be used to
collect magnetic and me-
teoric dust from plain sand. On your
office desk, it will create much interest
—1%"” high.—Sent with purchase of
$2.00 subscription, if requested, or for
$1.00 each, $1.50 per pair.
Send to

QUEST, INC. — B-1
Wellesley, Mass.
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