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Cherished Nuisances

MEDIEVAL England, like the mod-
ern world practically everywhere,
looked upon foxes as plain, unmitigated
nuisances. They stole the farmer’s poul-
try, and they were very hard to trap for
their fur. The balance of favor was de-
cidedly against them.

Horseriding and hunting gentlemen
of that time (and all gentlemen then
were horsemen and hunters) did not
care much about riding after foxes. They
had bigger and better game to hunt—
big, antlered stags, that could furnish
finer trophies, beautiful leather, and
large quantities of good meat. The atti-
tude of the huntsman, even as late as
the beginning of the sixteenth century,
is exemplified by the scornful allusion
of Roderick Dhu, in Scott’s “Lady of
the Lake”:

“Tho space and law the stag we lend
Ere hound we slip, or bow we bend,
Who ever cared how, where or when
The prowling fox was trapped or slain?”

But presently deer had pretty well
vanished from all parts of Britain where
hunting on horseback was practicable.
Sport-loving gentry still had their horses,
and they were unwilling to give up the
fun of chasing something, behind a pack
of bell-tongued hounds. What to do?

There remained the fox, which had
survived the cutting down of the forests
and the spread of agriculture and graz-
ing—had, indeed, even thriven upon the
change, as foxes have done in this coun-
try. Why not ride after foxes?

Fox-hunting seems to have had some
vogue in southern England at an earlier
date, even before the last of the stags
had been brought to bay. The sport is
mentioned by Chaucer, that faithful por-
trayer of polite and common life as it
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was lived in and around London in the
fourteenth century. Whether the gentle-
folk were altruistically aiding their farm-
er tenants to get rid of a nuisance, or
whether they had already learned to value
fcx-hunting for its own sake, is a little
difficult to say.

At any rate, as the deer disappeared
and the fox was left as the best quarry,
Reynard began to be prized—and pro-
tected. Only farmers, poachers and other
vulgar commoners would trap a fox, or
kill it in any but the orthodox and cere-
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ROM the production lines of Amer-

ica’s vast industries, lows part after
part so identical in size that the last can
be interchanged with the first and work
equally well in the assembled product.

Interchangeability of parts, the secret
of mass production, is attainable only
through rigid control of accuracy. This
high degree of precision is entirely depend-
ent upon precision instruments such as
the Bausch & Lomb Contour Measuring
Projector.

By projecting a magnified shadow
image of a mechanical part upon a
screen, this projector clearly reveals to
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monial way. To say that a man would
shoot a fox was to brand him as no
gentleman. The fox, once a plain and
unfriended nuisance, had become the
gentry’s pet—because it was so much fun
to kill him in the approved manner.
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The United States crude birthrate in-
creased sharply from 17.9 per 1,000 popu-
lation in 1940 to 19.0 in 1941—this pro-
visional rate is the highest since 1928,
the Census Bureau states.
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HE NAVY “E” penndnt flying

over the Bausch & Lomb plant

1is official recognition of accom-
iplishment in Production for Victory.
It symbolizes a singleness of pur-

pose that justifies any sacrifice you

or we may be called upon to make.

the naked eye errors of ten-thousandths
of an inch. It permits many measure-
ments that would otherwise be impossible
except at a great expenditure of time and
money. And today, if ever, speed and
economy are vital to national defense!

Such instruments as the Contour
Measuring Projector, like the many other
Bausch & Lomb precision optical instru-
ments used 1n science, industry and edu-
cation have freed America from any de-
pendence on European sources of supply.

BAUSCH & LOMB

OPTICAL CO. « ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
ESTABLISHED 1853

AN AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION PRODUCING OPTICAL GLASS AND INSTRUMENTS
FOR NATIONAL DEFENSE, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, INDUSTRY AND EYESIGHT CORRECTION
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