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25,000 Women Will Be
Employed By Armed Forces

Navy Wants Immediately Women With College Degrees
Who Also Hold Amateur Radio Licenses; For Locators

CIVILIAN Army of at least 25,000

women will be employed by the
United States armed forces to operate
radio locators of enemy planes and do
other vital work in the field of radio.

This announcement was made by
George W. Bailey, chairman of the radio
section of the Office of Scientific Re-
search and Development before the Con-
ference on War Demands for Trained
Personnel conducted in Washington,
D. C, by the Institute of Women’s Pro-
fessional Relations.

The Navy right now wants women
with college degrees, preferably in
physics, who also hold amateur radio
licenses, Mr. Bailey said. They will be
started at once on a salary of $2,000 a
year either on radio locator work, in re-
search laboratories, or in the develop-
ment and installation of radio communi-
cation facilities.

College women who hold degrees in
physics or electrical engineering, but
have no radio experience, will also be
taken on as junior physicists and junior
engineers at $2,000 a year.

Women who hold amateur radio
licenses, but do not have degrees, will
be started at once on radio communica-
tion facilities at $1,620 a year.

The Signal Corps of the United States
Army will soon offer jobs to college
women with similar qualifications.

“This is a radio war,” declared Mr.
Bailey. “This war is not exclusively a
soldier’s war: it is a civilian’s war, it is
a scientist’s war, it is a woman’s war.
Woman has a very definite part, and she
must be trained to do that part. To do
it most effectively, she must be trained
especially as a scientist, a physicist, an
engineer, or a technician.”

The demand for technically trained
women will far exceed the supply avail-
able now, or in the next few years, Mr.
Bailey predicted. And the demand for
men who have degrees in either electri-
cal engineering or physics, with some
radio training or experience, is practically
unlimited. These men are wanted to
serve as commissioned officers in the

Signal Corps Reserve and in the Naval
Reserve. Age limits are from 19 to 50.

Men and women going into war serv-
ice in this field now will find their serv-
ices in great demand after the war, Mr.
Bailey predicted.

“Some day this war will end,” he said.
“Then the electronic devices used so
effectively to help end it, will be avail-
able for commercial purposes.

“I wish that I might tell you of the
possible uses of these devices. They are
marvelous beyond the comprehension of
the average person, but I assure you that
there will be a need for a large number
of skilled men and women to install and
operate them for use in every-day life.”

Science News Letter, March 28, 1942

Psychologists in Army

HE ARMY doesn’t want men who

can’t even keep in step.

Inability to coordinate and to grasp
instructions or remember orders are
among the failings which make a man a
misfit in the Army, Dr. Ruth Tolman,
chairman of the National Research
Council’s Sub-Committee on Services of
Women Psychologists, told the Confer-
ence.

It is to detect in advance such failures
and to sort men according to their abil-
ities that the Army’s General Classifica-
tion Test was developed by Adjutant
General’s Office.

Such psychological work in the Army
and similar work on selection in the
Navy, Civil Aeronautics Administration
and other government departments em-
ploy more than 500 of the nation’s total
pool of about 3,000 psychologists, Dr.
Tolman indicated. Although these are
mostly men, they leave jobs open for
women.

“If democracy is to survive,” she said,
“young adults must continue to be
trained and problem and defective chil-
dren cared for. . . We must not permit
the urgency of these times and the im-
pulse to plunge at once into work imme-
diately related to the war to undermine
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the depth and thoroughness of training.
Brigadier General Rose, assistant to the
Adjutant General, said recently in speak-
ing of personnel requirements of the
Army: ‘First of all, the Army needs edu-
cated men, and consequently young men
should be urged to continue their edu-
cation as long as possible before volun-
teering for military service.” It will be in
large part women on the faculties of
colleges and universities who must
undertake the job of education.”

Other fields demanding the services of
women psychologists were listed by Dr.
Tolman as including: child care; mental
testing for local draft boards; classifica-
tion of workers in industry; planning
for reeducation of wounded soldiers,
particularly the brain-injured; solving
special problems connected with mentally
deficient women and girls near Army
camps; training of men rejected by Army
for illiteracy; training of civilian lead-
ers; and education for health.
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Even in comparatively inactive captiv-
ity, the mole will sometimes eat more
than its weight in a day.

PARATROOPER AND NURSE

Here are two very different uniforms pre-
pared by the U. S. Army Quartermaster
Corps for different functions in the ser-
vice. At the right is an Army nurse from
Walter Reed Hospital. At left is a para-
trooper in the new uniform designed to
enable him to fight efficiently in his spe-
cialized type of battle. The photograph is
an official one by the U. S. Army Signal
Corps.
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