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The Prairies Remember

ROUGHT of the mid-1930’s has re-
ceded so far into the past that it is
nearly forgotten by most of us. But the
prairies remember. Thousands of acres
in the eastern third of Kansas, Nebraska
and the Dakotas have had their grass
cover changed radically—and for the
worse, says Prof. J. E. Weaver, veteran
University of Nebraska botanist.

The normal, undisturbed prairies in
this region are dominated by bluestem
grass species. This group of grasses, how-
ever, does not withstand drought as well
as the lower-growing but tougher west-
ern wheat grass. During the thirsty
years, much of the bluestem cover died
cut, and its place was taken by the
wheat grass, which still persists.

Western wheat grass is less desirable
than the bluestems, for several reasons.
Of immediate economic importance is
the fact that it yields smaller amounts
of less nutritious feed, and hence can
support fewer head of livestock on a
given area. The range therefore still suf-
fers the effects of drought, half-a-dozen
years after the return of better moisture
conditions.

Western wheat grass also has bad ef-
fects on the soil. It is an early-starting
type of grass, and very greedy for
moisture, so that it has a tendency to
suck the soil dry of snow-melt and early
rain water, thereby stunting and sup-
pressing other more desirable plant spe-
cies not quite so prompt in seizing the
moisture supply. Soil samples taken
within wheat-grass areas show from 3%,
to 13% less moisture than similar sam-
ples taken just outside them.

Furthermore, little ground cover of
dead leaves, stems and other debris ac-
cumulates under wheat grass. This lets
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falling rain strike directly on bare soil,
roiling the water and soon clogging the
soil pores. This reduces the amount of
water soaking down into the soil and
increases runoff.
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GENERAL SCIENCE
Chinese Scientists on
West Coast Organize
CIENTIFIC workers in China and
the United States have clasped

hands across the Pacific through the
organization of the United States West

301

Coast Chapter of the Chinese Natural
Science Association.

A number of Chinese scientists and
technical students in Southern Califor-
nia have organized this new scientific
society as a part of the Chinese Natural
Science Association with headquarters
at Chungking, China. The aim of this
new organization, as announced by Dr.
T. T. Chen of the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles, is the advance-
ment of study and research in the natural
sciences and the attainment of greater
cooperation.
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it over the Bausch & Lomb phm
‘s official recognition of accom-
‘plhhment in Production for Victory.

1t symbolizes a singleness of pur-

that justifies any sacrifice you

‘or we may be called upon to make.

Awarded July 35, 1941.

Pioneering in Better Vision . . . for 89 Years

N 1856, his tiny business just three years

old, J. J. Bausch published an adver-
tisement: “The gift of sight is inestimable.
Nothing should be neglected to preserve it.
Thousands who could have enjoyed excel-
lent sight are suffering from damaged
vision, caused by the use of improper
glasses or the ignorance of spectacle sellers

. We have a large assortment of spec-
tacles, of every description, with glasses
scientifically ground, and of the best mate-
rial suitable for long, short or otherwise
impaired sight, in gold, silver and steel
mountings . ..”

And so, signed by the founder, was
stated a creed that has guided Bausch &
Lomb for 89 years. Research in the func-
tioning of the eye and its ailments. Cre-
ation, through optical science, of examining
instruments and eyewear for ever more

efficient correction of vision. Production
to accuracy limits unsurpassed in any
phase of industry. Distribution through
today’s highly skilled and highly trained
professional eyesight specialists to make
possible the best vision for the greatest
number of people.

The scientific knowledge and production
facilities that have given eflicient eyesight
to millions of people have also enabled
Bausch & Lomb to develop and manufac-
ture microscopes, spectrographs, photo-
graphic lenses—instruments that employ
optical principles to purposes of armament,
research, education and industry.

BAUSCH & LOMB

OPTICAL CO. « ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
ESTABLISHED 1853

AN AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION PRODUCING OPTICAL GLASS AND INSTRUMENTS
FOR MILITARY USE, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, INDUSTRY AND EYESIGHT CORRECTION
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