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Weeds and Sneezes

RAGWEEDS are getting well into
bloom now, in the southern part of
their range, and within a week or two
at most they will be going full blast
all the way up to the Canadian boundary.
Full blast, too, will be the reéchoing
chorus of sneezes from millions of
afflicted hayfever victims. As the clouds
of pollen rise, showers of unwilling tears
descend from reddened, smarting eyes.

Quite a number of plant species shed
hayfever-causing pollen, especially during
the early hayfever season, before the rag-
weeds open hostilities: grasses (whence
the malady’s name), narrow-leaved
plantain, several kinds of trees, especially
oaks. But all these are as nothing to the
two species of ragweed responsible for
at least go%, of all hayfever cases in the
United States. There are other late-
summer hayfever weeds, too: marsh
elder, cocklebur, one or two minor rag-
weed species. But these are only secon-
dary nuisances. Ragweeds, tall and low,
are the real villains of the piece.

Tall ragweed, botanically Ambrosia
trifida, fits its name so far as height is
concerned, for it rears its coarse, rough-
skinned stalk to as much as 12 or 14
feet, with an abundance of equally
rough, broadly threelobed leaves —
whence the specific name rrifida.

Low ragweed is low cnly by com-
parison with its tall relative, for while
it ordinarily grows about knee-high or
a little more, it can, as a cornfield weed
on rich soil, easily become waist-high,
even shoulder-high. Its botanical name
is Ambrosia artemisiifolia. That formid-
able-looking specific name is in reference
to its leaves, which are finely subdivided
like the leaves of sagebrush; the generic
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name of sagebrush is Artemisia. (Where
the ragweeds got their much-too-compli-
mentary name of Ambrosia is difficult
to guess.)

Both species like good soil. That is why
low ragweed infests cornfields and tall
ragweed stands in dense thickets on the
alluvial floodplains of prairie creeks and
rivers. Foliage of both is distinctly un-
appetizing to livestock; low ragweed
grows thick in overgrazed pastures, but
is never eaten.

Flowers of both species are much
alike. The female and male blossoms

HIS is the new All-Navy “E'’ burgee.

With its added star, it signifies that,
for a period of over six months, production
of Navy material has been apace of sched-
ule. First flown in America over the Bausch
& Lomb plant, it is official Navy recogni-
tion to B&L workers of their continued
achievement in Production for Victory. It
replaces the Bureau of Ordnance flag and
“E” pennant awarded Bausch & Lomb
July 25, 1941.

The Navy “E” has always been an honor
to be striven for, to be guarded jealously.
On gun turret, battleship funnel, or the flag-
staff of an industrial plant, it is a symbol of
championship performance. But today,
Navy officials—and the American public—

A New Star over America
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are borne separately. The former are
inconspicuous little nubbins hidden
among the leaves, and don’t count in the
hayfever story. The male flowers, which
also lack any trace of ornamental petals
or sepals, are clustered on branching
spikes at the ends of the branches. They
are just pollen factories. And are they
efficient for evil!
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Luminous labels for bottles used in
photographic dark-rooms are a new
time saver.

are anxious to see this award in as many
places as possible. Because ‘“‘championship
performance’’ is what America needs today
—all down the line.

Workmen at Bausch & Lomb are devot-
ing to the spezcific implements of war, the
experience and skills gained in the produc-
tion of scientific optical instruments. Today
the world depends on America’s men-
behind-the-men-behind-the-guns to destroy
the forces of aggression—that the ideals of
individual freedom may survive.
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