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Summer Wildflowers

ILDFLOWERS move more and

more into the open as summer ad-
vances. Spring flowers are predominantly
woodland flowers: violet, spring beauty,
trillium, Solomon’s seal, Dutchman’s
breeches, bloodroot, hepatica, anemone,
columbine. But if you go into the woods
now you will find relatively few flowers,
and those are most likely to flourish
where the overhead canopy of leaves is
broken or thinned, so that patches or
filterings of sunlight come through.

If you would find wildflowers in mid-
summer, you must fare afield rather than
into the forest. In open meadows, along
roadsides, and railroad right-of-way areas
is where you'll find them: goldenrod,
wild aster, blazing-star, butter 'n’ eggs,
Indian paintbrush, horsemint, wild berga-
mot, daisies, a dozen kinds of wild sun-
flowers. Ponds and lakes offer arrow-
leaf, pickerelweed, spatterdock, waterlily,
lotus.

There are reasons. One hint is supplied
by the clustering of summer woodland
flowers around such crumbs of sunlight
as find their way down through the over-
head canopy. In the spring, the forest
floor is essentially open ground. The leaf-
less trunks and branches of the trees do
not seriously interfere with either light
or wind, so the flowers have their day in
the sun. They must make haste, however,
for as the leaves unfold overhead they are
curtained into summer-long shadow.

One of the notable things about the
summer wildflowers of the open is the
dominance of one botanical family, the
composites. Goldenrod, wild aster, blaz-
ing-star, daisies, wild sunflowers all be-
long to the same cousinship, and a host
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open sky and hot sun is not as yet satis-
factorily explained.

More easily explained, perhaps, is the
presence of many annuals among the
later-flowering species, as contrasted with
the predominance of perennials among
the early flowers of the woods. Since an-
nuals must get started anew each season,
and come to full maturity before they can
blossom and bear seed, they need more
time than is afforded by the few weeks
required for the unfolding of tree leaves
and the closing of the forest canopy. So
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the most successful annual species are
those that evolved in the open.
Science News Letter, August 1, 1942

In controlling the apple maggot fly
advantage is taken of the fact that the
female cannot lay eggs until after she
has fed on leaf and fruit surfaces, which
may be dusted or sprayed with poisons.

America consumes 5,000,000 pounds
of camphor annually; factories can pro-
duce all of it synthetically.
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HE NEW WAVY “E-with-star—
awarded figst'to Bausch & Lomb
—is official recégnition of continued
atcomplishmen(’zin Production for
Victory. It symbolizes a singleness of
purpose that justifies any sacrifice
you or we may be called upon to make.

Vision for Victory

HE future of the world today depends

on American industry’s capacity to
produce the implements of war. The
Soldiers of Industrial Production must be
welded into history’s most efficient fighting
organization before the spectre of aggres-
sion can be dispelled.

Because most skills depend on efficient
functioning of the eyes, and because nearly
one-third of the people of the nation still
have uncorrected faulty vision, a valuable
public service is performed by calling atten-
tion of American workmen to the impor-
tance of proper care of their eyes.

Taking as its theme ‘‘Vision for Victory,”

an advertising campaign (one insertion of
which is reproduced above) is now appear-
ing in an extensive schedule of nationally-
circulated magazines. The program is
sponsored by the Better Vision Institute, a
non-profit service association, supported by
the manufacturing, distributing and pro-
fessional branches of ophthalmic science.

We also hasten Victory who make minds
keener and hands surer through the im-
provement of human vision.

BAUSCH & LOMB

OPTICAL COMPANY e« ESTABLISHED 1853

AN AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION PRODUCING OPTICAL GLASS AND INSTRUMENTS
FOR MILITARY USE, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, INDUSTRY AND EYESIGHT CORRECTION

more might be added. Why this family
should be slow-blossoming and prefer
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