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o Uou Kuow?

One-fourth of all maple syrup is used
in tobacco manufacture.

Cut flowers, and particularly carna-
tions, will wilt in the presence of apples
because the fruit gives off ethylene gas.

Alaska’s human population of 72,524
is scattered throughout the territory with
a density of about one person to every
eight square miles.

Early records of corzon cultivation,
found in the ruins of an ancient city of
India, show that the textile was grown
and spun as early as 3,000 B.C.

Accuracy of “electric eyes,” the photo-
electric cells used in counting traffic, is
seriously impaired during extremely hot
or cold weather, unless the machines are
insulated.

Mobile service plants, ranging from
station wagons to ten-ton trucks, follow
advancing units of America’s airplanes
on battle duty, ready to diagnose and re-
pair airplane damage.

The extreme scarcity of iodine in Ger-
many has resulted in numerous substi-
tutes for this antiseptic, some of which
are bromine compounds; the germici-
dal value of these substances has not been
convincingly shown.

In the eighteenth century scientists
began writing simply, for the lay pub-
lic; Latin was abandoned by many scien-
tific writers; and many children’s books
on physics, motion, water, fire, vision,
and the like, ran into several editions.

ANTHROPOLOGY

Why did a man give up a throne to study
anthropology ? p. 190.

ASTRONOMY

What is the “impossible” substance in
‘“‘empty”’ space? p. 189.
CHEMISTRY

How can fats be kept from spoiling? p.
179.

From what substance are dyes now made?
p. 184.

From what wastes can alcohol for muni-
tions be made? p. 185.

‘What makes lubricating oil break down
in your auto engine? p. 179.

Why is the shortage of coconut oil no
cause for worry? p. 179.

EDUCATION

Who received the awards of the Marconi
prizes? p. 191.
ENGINEERING

How can you save fuel and still keep warm
this winter? p. 186.

FORESTRY

Why are Department of Agriculture scien-
tists hunting for cork oak trees? p. 182.

GENERAL SCIENCE

What organization of Soviet scientists have
asked for cooperation with Americans? p.

MEDICINE

How can a man’s emotions show how high
he can fly? p. 181.
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— Question Box

Page numbers of Questions discussed in this issue:

How can the sufferer from arthritic back-
ache get a good night's sleep? p. 188.

What animals besides rabbits can carry
rabbit fever? p. 185.

‘What may be responsible for airplane ac-
cidents formerly attributed to ‘‘pilot error”?
p. 182.

What test is recommended for flying per-
sonnel to determine whether they will black
out in combat maneuvers? p. 181
METEOROLOGY

What may be the origin of the superstition
that war causes rain? p. 190.

NUTRITION

How can cheaper riboflavin be made? p.
184.

How much meat
health? p. 191.

What factors influence the amount of vita-
mins in grass? p. 180.

Why is vitamin A believed helpful in fight-
ing tuberculosis? p. 185.

ORDNANCE

Where did the Army rifle originate? p.
PHARMACY

What drugs are obtained from the cin-
chona tree? p. 180.

What new remedy
rooms? p. 183.
PHYSICS

What explains the peculiar properties of
rubber ? p. 188.

PHYSIOLOGY
How does flying affect the kidneys ? p. 184.

is enough to maintain

is made from mush-

Sphagnum moss has been used with
excellent results as a surgical dressing
material, being better than absorbent
cotton for some types of dressing.

Bark patterns of some fossil trees show
diamond-shaped scars left by fallen
leaves; these scars continued to grow
during the life of the tree, even though
the leaves themselves had fallen.

A flock of 24 hens will produce a con-
stant supply of fresh eggs and an occa-
sional chicken dinner for a family of five.

“Blackout rooms,” those to which the
family will retire in case of air raids,
should have emergency lighting, heat,
water, food, medical supplies, recrea-
tional equipment, and fire-fighting ap-
paratus.

SCIENCE NEWS LETTER

Vol. 42 SEPTEMBER 19, 1942 No. 12

The Weekly Summary of Current Science, pub-
lished every Saturday by SCIENCE SERVICE.
Inc., 1719 N St, N. W., Washington, D. C.
NOrth 2255. Edited by WATSON DAVIS.

Subsecriptions—$5.00 a year; two years, $7.00;
15 cents a copy. Ten or more copies to same ad-
dress, 5 cents a copy. Back numbers more than
six months old, 25 cents.

In requesting change of address, please give
your old address as well as the new one, at
least two weeks before change is to become
effective.

Copyright, 1942, by Science Service, Inc. Re-
publication of any portion of SCIENCE NEWs
LETTER is strictly prohibited. Newspapers, maga-
zines and other publications are invited to
avail themselves of the numerous syndicate
services issued by Science Service.

Cable address: Scienserve, Washington.

New York office: 310 Fifth Avenue, CHicker-
ing 4-4565.

Entered as second class matter at the post-

office at Washington, D. C., under the Act of
March 3, 1879. Established in mimeographed
form March 18, 1922. Title registered as trade-
mark, U. S. and Canadian Patent Offices. In-
dexed in Readers’ Guide to Periodical Literature,
Abridged Guide, and in the Engineering Index.

The Secience Observer, established by the
American Institute of the City of New York,
is now included in the SCIENCE NEWS LETTER.

The New York Museum of Science and In-
dustry has elected SCIENCE NEWS LETTER as its
gﬂicial publication to be received by its mem-

ers.

Member Audit Bureau of Circulation. Adver-
tising Representatives: Howland and Howland,
Inc., 393 7th Ave., N. Y. C., PEnnsylvania 6-5566;
and 360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, STAte 4439.

SCIENCE SERVICE is the Institution for the
Popularization of Science organized 1921 as a
non-profit corporation.

Board of Trustees—Nominated by the Ameri-
can Association for the Advancement of Science:
Henry B. Ward, University of Illinois; Edwin
G. Conklin, American Philosophical Society; J.
McKeen Cattell, Editor, Science. Nominated by
the National Academy of Sciences: R. A. Milli-
kan, California Institute of Technology;
Harlow Shapley, Harvard College Observa-

tory; W. H. Lewis, Wistar Institute. Nomi-
nated by the National Research Council: Ross
G. Harrison, Yale University; C. G. Abbot, Sec-
retary, Smithsonian Institution; Harrison E.
Howe, Editor, Industrial and Engineering Chem-
istry. Nominated by the Journalistic Profession:
O. W. Riegel, Washington and Lee School of
Journalism; A. H. Kirchhofer, Buffalo Evening
News; Neil H. Swanson, Executive Editor, Sun
Papers. Nominated by the E. W. Scripps Estate:
Frank R. Ford, Evansville Press; Warren S.
Thompson, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio;
Harry L. Smithton, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Officers—Homnorary President: William E. Rit-
ter. President: Edwin G. Conklin. Vice-President
and Chairman of Executive Committee: Harlow
Shapley. Treasurer: O. W. Riegel. Secretary:
Watson Davis.

Staff—Director: Watson Davis. Writers: Frank
Thone, Jane Stafford, Marjorie Van de Water.
Morton Mott-Smith, Glenn Sonnedecker. Science
Clubs of America: Joseph H. Kraus, Margaret E.
Patterson. Photography: Fremont Davis. Li-
brarian: Page Secrest. Business Manager: Alvin
C. Stewart. Sales and Advertising: Hallie Jen-
kins. Correspondents in principal cities and
centers of research.



