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Leaving Home

» THE FLIGHT of birds toward the
south, as winter approaches, was one
of the first objects of naturalists’ curi-
osity. In the ancient world, when peo-
ple traveled much less than the birds,
all sorts of speculations arose over their
annual disappearance. Big, conspicuous
birds like storks were seen by occasional
travelers in Egypt, and the inference was
correctly made that they were the same
storks that had been nesting in the
countries north of the Mediterranean
during the summer.

Smaller birds, however, had a way
of mysteriously vanishing over night,
and some astonishing notions arose
about what became of them. Even Aris-
totle turned a credulous ear to the report
that swallows dived to the bottoms of
ponds and spent the winter wrapped
in balls of mud. It’s a curious thing,
but there is no known case of a bird
hibernating in any way. Bats do, but
birds don’t.

Sure as birds start toward the south
in autumn, some human songster will
start tuning up on that old sentimental
favorite about “When the swallows
homeward fly.” It’s nice music, but poor
ornithology. Swallows, and all other
southward-migrating birds, are not going
home in the fall; they are leaving home.
Home is where the nest is. They leave
home to avoid the hardships of winter,
and come back home in the spring to
raise new families.

At least a beginning was made, about
a quarter-century ago, toward a solution
of the mystery of what starts birds
southward. It isn’t chilly weather, for
many migrations begin while it is still
quite warm. It turns out to be the
shortening days. This was experimentally
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demonstrated by several researchers, who
kept wild birds in cages for a few weeks,
artificially controlling the length of day-
light hours. It proved possible to con-
fuse the poor birds utterly, starting them
northward instead of southward, simply
by adding electric illumination to the
daylight period and giving them longer
days, like those of spring, instead of the
shortening days of autumn.

Another curious thing about birds
wintering in the south is that species
from our Atlantic and Pacific coasts
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often occupy the same areas in Central
America. Yet when spring comes they
somehow sort themselves out all right,
and each kind gets back to its proper
nesting grounds without apparent con-

fusion or difficulty.
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Deterioration of most insecticides is
negligible, if they are stored properlv;
protection from freezing of liquid sprays,
and from dampness in the case of pow-
ders are the primary precautions.

HE NEW WNAVY “E-with-star—

awarded figst'to Bausch & Lomb
—is official recognition of continued
accomplishmenf«‘ in Production for
Victory. It symbolizes a singleness of
purpose that justifies any sacrifice
you or we may be called upon to make.

AmericanWar Birds Have Keen Eyes

R America’s fighting forces, strictest
requirements are imposed on the men
who fly the fighter planes. Stamina, keen
perception and split-second timing depend
on condition. In the most critical physical
examinations, particular emphasis is given
to perfection of vision.

Several years ago, at the request of U. S.
Army officials, Bausch & Lomb developed a
special anti-glare glass for use in bright over-
cloud flying. This glass, known as Ray-Ban,
has the remarkable property of filtering out
excess glare-producing light, at the same
time transmitting most of the light useful
for seeing. Army, Navy and airline pilots—
as well as target shooters and motorists—
have welcomed the cool, comfortable, keen
vision that Ray-Ban affords.

So, again, and in still another way, Bausch
& Lomb gives aid to America’s all-out for
Victory. Its other contributions, more obvi-
ous, include gunfire control equipment—
range finders, binoculars, aerial height find-
ers. Behind the scenes, but of no less im-
portance, are the instruments of industrial
research and production—metallographic
equipment, spectrographs, toolmakers’ mi-
croscopes, contour-measuring projectors.
Bausch & Lomb eyewear products—eye ex-
amination instruments, spectacle lenses and
frames—keep a nation of workers at top
visual efficiency.
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AN AMERICAN SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTION PRODUCING OPTICAL GLASS AND INSTRUMENTS
FOR MILITARY USE, EDUCATION, RESEARCH, INDUSTRY AND EYESIGHT CORRECTION
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