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ASTRONOMY

Nova Puppis

Brightest “'new star

in quarter century bursts forth

to shine more brilliantly than all but ten stars in heavens.
Easily seen in early morning hours.

> A NEW STAR or nova brighter than
all but ten stars in all the heavens has
burst forth and may be seen in the early
morning sky. It is somewhat brighter
than first magnitude. This is the bright-
est nova since 1918 and is the most strik-
ing and unexpected of astronomical
events.

Discovered by an American astrono-
mer in Argentina, the brilliant new star
will be known as Nova Puppis, because
it is located in the constellation of Pup-
pis, meaning the stern of the ship.

It may become known as this year’s
Christmas star because one of the ex-
planations of the star of Bethlehem is
that it was such a nova.

The new star was discovered on the
weekend of Nov. 7-8 by Bernhard H.
Dawson, of the University Observatory at
La Plata, Argentina. He is an American
astronomer, born and educated in Michi-
gan. News of the discovery was received
at Harvard Observatory in the form of a
brief telegram signed by Enrique Gavi-
ola, director of the Argentine National
Observatory at Cordoba, Argentina.

The constellation Puppis, in which
the nova is located, is in the southern
sky, rising about 2:00 A.M. during No-
vember and crossing the meridian about
5:00 in the morning. The nova is situ-
ated near the second magnitude star,
Zeta Puppis, sometimes called Naos.

But the nova, according to Leon
Campbell, recorder of the American As-
sociation of Variable Star Observers, out-
shines all stars in its vicinity, for on the
morning of Armistice Day it was of mag-
nitude —0.8 (minus zero point eight)
which makes it brighter at present than
the star Altair in the eagle.

Those who can find Sirius can easily
find the new star. Sirius, brightest star
in the sky, rises after midnight in the
southeast. An hour and a half later
nova Puppis rises, but much farther to
the south. Sirius is in Canis Major, the
constellation of the big dog, the southern
part of which is a triangle of three second
magnitude stars. A line from Sirius
through the triangle prolonged about its
own length will end near the nova.

Not since 1918 has a star of the first
magnitude blazed forth. In that year it

was during the eclipse of the sun in
June that a nova was discovered in the
daytime sky.

The nova now in the skies may remain
at its peak brightness for several weeks,
or it may decline rapidly. Its behavior
cannot be predicted exactly. Meanwhile,
it alters the appearance of the sky in its
vicinity greatly.

Only 20 stars in the whole sky are
of the first magnitude. Thus, this star
takes its place among the first 20; in
fact, it is now the eleventh brightest
star in the entire sky and the seventh
brightest to be seen from Washington’s
latitude. It may even get brighter, but
usually novae are not seen much before
their maximum brightness.

Astronomers will check the position
of the nova with those of stars on earlier
photographs of the same region to deter-
mine which of the faint stars in this
part of the milky way suddenly flared

up so bright. Novae are not really new
at all, but old stars which suddenly in-
crease in brightness hundreds of thou-
sands of times.

Nova Cygni, reported earlier by Sci-
ence Service this year, reached only the
eighth magnitude. Nova Puppis is about
six hundred times as bright as this was,
and Nova Cyygni has now faded to the
15th magnitude.
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Seen by Accident

> FIRST GLIMPSE of Nova Puppis,
obtained by Dr. Edison Pettit of the
Mount Wilson Observatory staff was on
the morning of Tuesday, Nov. 10. This
was an independent discovery of the nova.

Dr. Pettit, who specializes in observa-
tions of the sun and not the stars, sighted
the nova by accident and not during the
course of regular astronomical work.
Going out to get the morning paper
in front of his home in Pasadena he hap-
pened to notice a brilliant star in the
constellation of Puppis where no star
that bright should be. It is remarkable
even that a professional astronomer
should notice a new star in this region
of the sky since it is very seldom seen
by astronomers in the United States. He
immediately checked its position with a

MICROSCOPIC MICROSCOPE—W orking with watchmaker’s lathe, taps,

and dies, Joseph P. Kleiber, Bausch and Lomb microscope worker made this

tiny model of a standard instrument. It is only two and three-quarters inches

high and is a binocular type microscope with revolving eyepiece carrying
three objectives.
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