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The Gold Rush

» SOME LITTLE TIME ago, there was
more or less of a to-do about the an-
nouncement of a Canadian mining en-
gineer that he had found measurable
quantities of gold in the curious jointed
plant known variously as horsetail and
scouring-rush. Repeated at second and
third and ’steenth hand, the story came
to be that the plant always had gold
in it. Had that been the case, it would
have been just too bad for the horsetails.

However, truth for once caught up
with error, and the quaint growths are
safe. The whole case is reviewed in the
American Fern Journal by Dr. Ralph C.
Benedict of the Brooklyn Botanic
Garden.

The facts, according to Dr. Bened.ct,
seem to be that at least one species of
horsetail has a peculiar affinity for gold,
and if it grows on ground where a little
gold is present it will take it up in
solution and store it in its tissues. When
it is recalled that gold is one of the least
soluble of all substances, and that the
plant eventually comes to contain almost
four and one-half ounces of the metal
to a ton of horsetail, the efficiency of this
biological “concentration plant” becomes
apparent.

Prospectors are not interested, however,
in horsetail as a source of gold in itself.
It is thought of more as an indicator
of the presence of gold; for of course
if there is no gold in the soil the plant
cannot concentrate it. The idea is to try
to find out where the gold came from:
whether it is in the ground on the spot,
increasing in amounts as one digs down,
or whether it was washed down in dis-
solved form from a deposit elsewhere.
Then the game is to hunt for the “else-
where” deposit.

For all of which, Dr. Benedict sug-
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gests that we may want to change the
name of the plant from scouring rush
to “gold rush.”

Why horsetail should pick up gold
from the soil and store it in its tissues
is a bit of a riddle. Apparently no exact
experimental studies have been made on
the subject, but it is suggested that the
property is connected with the very high
percentage of silica in the plant—the
same stuff that gives it that harsh, glassy
“feel” and made it a favorite in olden
times for scrubbing table-tops and scour-
ing pots and pans.
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INVENTION

Parachutes for Flares Can
Now Be Made of Cellophane

> SMALL parachutes such as are used
for dropping flares are to be made of
molded transparent cellulose or rubber
sheeting, under a system protected by
patent 2,309,107 issued to G. E. Giroux
of New York. The sheeting is cut in a
flat blank, then heat-molded in a hemi-
spherical form. The resultant parachute
is light, and heat resistant.
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For the man who is changing over to an essential war job
and for everyone who wants to familiarize himself with indus-
trial chemistry, here is the best book, covering more than 50
key industries in which chemistry plays an important part.

INDUSTRIAL
CHEMISTRY

by Emil Raymond Riegel

Prof. of Industrial Chemistry, Univ. of Buffalo

The fourth revised edition of INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTRY is an
authoritative, readable treatise that surveys all the important
processes and practises of the chemical industries, used in
producing the materials essential to our war effort. More than
a textbook, it is written for the layman. This book is just the

kind of orientation in the field of
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Please send me a copy of INDUSTRIAL CHEM-
for which | en-
close $5.50. If not satisfied, | agree to return
the book in ten days at which time my money

ISTRY by Emil R. Riegel, Ph.D.,

will be refunded.

nology, with complete descriptions.

Check here for a copy of ‘*Let’s Look
It Up”’, a list of over 300 books
wc on Chemistry, Science and Tech-

Science Service, Inc. is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to
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industrial chemistry that is
needed by every STU-
DENT, TEACHER, CHEM-
IST, PHYSICIST, ENGI-
NEER, TECHNICAL and
SCIENTIFIC WORKER.
The style is ‘. . . suffi-
ciently simple, so that a
person who remembers
his college {or even high
school) chemistry would
have little difficulty.”

— James Stokley,

N. Y. HERALD-TRIBUNE
861 pps. — 293 illust.
110 Tables—$5.50 Postpaid
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