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Hubata, S. C., A.U.S. The test is re-
ported in War Medicine (January), pub-
lished by the American Medical Associ-
ation and the National Research Coun-
cil.

The simple test will be valuable, Capt.
Hubata believes, in determining wheth-
er or not a person has taken a sulfa
drug.

It is made by moistening a small
area on a blank strip of newspaper with
a drop or two of a specimen of urine
from the person being tested. A small
drop of dilute hydrochloric acid, one
part acid in four parts of water, is then
placed on the center of the moistened

GENERAL SCIENCE

A.A A.S. To

Science News LerTer for February 19, 1944

area. The immediate appearance of a
yellow to orange color shows the pres-
ence of a sulfonamide compound.

The method is based on the color
reaction in the presence of acids be-
tween crude cellulose, such as newspa-
per, match sticks or pine shavings, and
the arylamine group. Paper from re-
fined pulp, for example white bond, will
not give the reaction.

The color varies from orange yellow
to orange, the yellow color, or one plus
reaction, being obtained from persons
who have recently stopped taking a sul-
fa drug.
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Meet

American scientists to discuss war and post-war
problems in Cleveland in September, after two years with-
out conventions because of the war.

» THE AMERICAN Association for
the Advancement of Science and its nu-
merous affiliated scientific societies will
hold their first full-dress wartime meet-
ing in Cleveland next autumn, during
the week beginning Sept. 11, Dr. F. R.
Moulton, permanent secretary of the As-
sociation, informed Science Service. For
two years these meetings have been sus-
pended because of the war, but it is felt
now that so many scientific problems of
importance to the attainment of victory
and especially in the setup of the post-
war world require full discussion that
a gathering of this size is justified.

PUBLIC HEALTH

For many years, A.A.A.S. meetings
have been held during the week after
Christmas. The last one to be held, at
Dallas, Texas, was during the tense
Christmas week following Pearl Har-
bor; it had been arranged long in ad-
vance and could not well be cancelled or
postponed on short notice. However,
holiday-season meetings were then given
up for the duration by general consent.
A meeting in the early autumn is not
expected to place too much of a strain
on transportation or hotel accommoda-

tions.
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Scarlet Fever Epidemic

Number of cases is mounting throughout the nation.
Pacific coast states report three times as many cases during
past January as the same month last year.

» SCARLET FEVER cases are on the
increase in all parts of the country ex-
cept New England and the west south-
central states of Texas, Arkansas, Louisi-
ana and Oklahoma, reports from state
health officers to the U. S. Public Health
Service show.

The number of cases mounted from
4,936 the week of Jan. 29 to 5,365 for
the week ending Feb. 5. The five-year
median figure for the first week in Feb-
ruary is 4,037. The three Pacific coast

states reported three times as many cases
during January, 1944, as during the
same month last year.

The cases in the current outbreak are
very mild, according to information
reaching the federal health service. The
peak of the epidemic is expected this
month or next, with cases continuing at
a high level untl May, when a sharp
decline is foreseen. This unusually spe-
cific prediction for the course of the
epidemic is based on records for many
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years which show that scarlet fever con-
sistently follows this pattern of reaching
a high point in February, March and
April and falling off sharply in May.

Scarlet fever is caused by a germ of
the streptococcus family. Children can be
immunized against it, but because the
reaction may be severe, public health offi-
cials feel they cannot advise it for all
children. They believe the matter should
be decided in each case by the parents
and physician.

Production of a relatively new type
of material for scarlet fever immuniza-
tion, a precipitated toxin, has been de-
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